SSUMC Children’s
G.R.E.A.T. Adventure
God’s love Reaching Exciting Assuring Transforming the Lives of Kids!
Rotation Overview

Jesus’ Temptation - Alone in the Desert!

(This lesson set created and copyrighted by State Street UMC, 2002.  Permission granted to copy maerials for non-commercial use, provided credit is given to State Street UMC.)

Scripture References:   

Luke 4:1-13, Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:12-13 (Jesus is Tempted in the Desert, p. 295 - Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)
Memory Verse: “It is written:  Worship the Lord your God.  He is the only one you should serve.”  

Luke 4:8 (p. 296 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)  

Themes:  Resisting temptation by learning God’s Word, Holy Spirit strengthened Jesus and us,

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will describe the account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. (All)

· Children will locate and describe the desert area in which Jesus was tempted. (CyberSpace)

· Children will recognize that Jesus was tempted. (All)

· Children will recognize that the Holy Spirit and Jesus’  knowledge of scripture helped him resist temptation. (All)

· Children will recognize that the Bible helps them discern right from wrong. (All)

· Children will recognize that Jesus was obedient to God. (All)

· Children will understand that we must be obedient to God and authorities in our lives.  (All)

· Children will describe temptations in their lives.  (All)

· Children will discuss ways to resist temptation.  (All)

· Children will memorize Luke 4:1-13 (All).

Overview of the Workshops:

Music:  For Younger Children: Music should be played during activities or used if you have extra time at the end of a workshop.  

Raiders of the Lost Art:  5 Finger Decision cards on wire stands

Focus:  how to resist temptation 

Sunday Morning Live: act out modern day temptation situations

Focus:  

Bible Quest: play a life-sized board game about resisting temptation  
Focus:  reviewing story, resisting temptation

Solid Rock Cafe:  make Temptation Rock muffins
Focus:  

CyberSpace:  create a newspaper article with their own photos done in drama class.  Write a paragraph describing the temptation faced in drama.  

Focus:  resisting temptation  
Holy Word Theatre:  watch video or watch video clip only from Willy Wonka (grades 1-4) and Jesus video (temptation scene) (grades 5-6).  Older children will do a temptation scrapbook.

Focus:   how Jesus faced temptation

Possible Journal Questions:
Solid Rock Cafe:  

Grades 1-2:   Draw a picture of a time you were tempted to do something wrong.

Grades 3-4:   Write about a time you were tempted to do something wrong.

Grades 5-6:  Write about a time you were tempted to do something wrong.  Write a prayer asking God to help you with this temptation.

Raiders of the Lost Art
Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture of Jesus in the desert. 

Grades 3-4:  What do you think was the hardest thing for Jesus when he was in the desert?  

Grades 5-6:  What would be the hardest thing for you if you had been in the desert for 40 days? 

HolyWord Theatre
Grades 1-2:   Draw a picture of Jesus being tempted. 

Grades 3-6:  Which temptation do you think was the hardest for Jesus to resist?  Why?

Bible Quest
Grades 1-2:  Jesus learned about the Bible when he was a little boy and remembering Bible verses helped him when he was tempted.  Draw a picture of Jesus  learning.

Grades 3-6:  Jesus learned scripture verses which helped him when he faced temptation.  What Bible verse do you know that can help you resist temptation.

Sunday Morning LIve
Grades 1-2:  Jesus obeyed God.  Who are people you should obey?  

Grades 3-4:  Jesus showed us the importance of obeying God.  Who are others we should obey?  Why is it important to obey them?

Grades 5-6:   Sometimes we don’t want to obey parents, teachers, etc. because we want to do things our way.  Why do you think Jesus had to obey God?  Who should you obey?

CyberSpace Computers
Grades 1-2:  Jesus prayed when he was in the desert.  Draw a picture of Jesus praying. 

Grades 3-4:  Jesus fasted and prayed while in the desert.  Have you ever gone without eating for a whole day?  How did it feel?

Grades 5-6:  Jesus showed us that we should put God first in our life.  What other things are you tempted to give more priority than God in your life?  
Definitions - Words to Know:  

fast - to go without food in order to devote time to prayer

tempt - to try to get someone to do something wrong, an attraction to do the wrong thing

Ideas for Discussion Focus:
· (from last rotation) What came down to Jesus when he was baptized?  (Holy Spirit like a dove)

· Who is the Holy Spirit?  (God’s presence with us)

· Where did Jesus go after being baptized by John in the River Jordan? (wilderness, desert)

· Describe the wilderness where Jesus went.  (hot, desolate, barren, rocky, hilly, located east of Jerusalem)

· How much time did Jesus spend in the desert?  (40 days)

· What happened to Jesus there?  (fasted, prayed, tempted by devil)

· What does it mean to fast?  (go without food, usually to pray and get closer to God)

· What does it mean to be tempted?  (an attraction to do wrong, when someone tries to get you to do wrong)

· What were the three temptations told in this story?  (food/physical desires, power/bowing down to Satan, miracles/testing God)

· Why did Satan tempt Jesus to turn stones into bread?  (he was hungry from the fast)

· What did Jesus mean when he said “man does not live by bread alone, but on every world that comes from the mouth of God?”  (physical things are not as important as spiritual, we need to depend on God, not try to do everything on our own)

· What did Satan show Jesus he could be in charge of?  (all the kingdoms of the world)

· What would Jesus have to do to have that power?  (worship Satan)

· Jesus knew that only God should be worshiped and put first in his life.  What types of things do we “worship” today  by giving them priority in our lives and making them more important than God?  (toys, TVs, money, gameboys, video games, computers, etc.)  

· What are you most tempted to worship?

· What did Satan do to try to get Jesus to jump off the pinnacle of the Temple?  (quoted scripture to tell him he wouldn’t be harmed) 

· Does Satan know the Bible?  (Yes, he quoted scripture, but twisted its meaning)

· Why did Satan tempt Jesus?  (tried to stop God’s plan for Jesus’ ministry)

· How did Jesus respond to the temptations?  (resisted them, quoted scripture, let Holy Spirit strengthen him)

· Which Old Testament book did Jesus quote scripture from when resisting the devil? (Deuteronomy)

· Which temptation do you think was the most difficult for Jesus to resist?  (no right answer, just explore their answers)

· Who strengthened Jesus in the desert?  (Holy Spirit within Jesus) 

· What else helped Jesus resist temptation?  (his knowledge of the scriptures)

· Why do you think God allowed Satan to tempt Jesus?  (to test his human nature, to strengthen him and prepare him for his ministry, to give us an example to follow)

· How can temptation be a positive or good thing?  (strengthens our faith, helps us lean on God, shows us where we need to grow, helps us become better disciples)

· What kind of temptations do you face?

· What can you do to resist temptation?  

· Jesus decided to obey God rather than take the easy way out.  Why do you think even Jesus had to obey God?  (to fulfill his plan, to prepare for his ministry, to live a sinless life)

· Whom should you obey?  (parents, teachers, Bible, God)

Background  Information
Jesus has been baptized in obedience to God’s will.  At his baptism the Holy Spirit descended from heaven and rested on Jesus.  The Spirit did not land and gently flutter away.  The Holy Spirit lingered and strengthened Jesus.  And now,  led by the Holy Spirit, Jesus heads to the wilderness.  In Mark’s gospel, the wording is even stronger, “”the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness” (Mark 1:12).  This describes not just a gentle leading, but almost a compulsion.  In obedience to His Father, Jesus had been baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit.  Now he MUST go.   Like so many of the great prophets before him, including Moses, Elijah and John the Baptist, Jesus heads to the wilderness desert to encounter the Lord.  

Just  east of the city of Jerusalem, to the north and west of the Dead Sea,  lies a barren land of silence and unbearable heat where the wind has eroded the yellow limestone ridges into steep cliffs and rock strewn gullies.  At the high points of thedesert, the city of Jerusalem is visible.  In some places the stones are shaped like round loaves of bread, much like the bread the Jewish people made and ate.  Here Jesus spends the next forty days, fasting, praying and considering the direction his life will take.    Here he comes face to face with his purpose.   Does he use his powers to make his own life easier, or does he decide to do what God has called him to do?    Here also Jesus is tempted by the devil.

The English word devil comes from the Greek diabolos  which means “slanderer.”  This is the Greek translation of the Hebrew Sahtahn, which we pronounce Satan.  Sahtahn  means “legal adversary.”   Satan is also described as one of the angels of the heavenly court who rebelled against God and thus abandoned all ways of righteousness and became the personification of evil.  

While in the desert, Jesus fasted.  Fasting has always been a way of temporarily lifting the physical actions and allowing one to focus on the spiritual realm more intently.  After several days, hunger pangs subside and fasting produces a clarity of mind and spirit.    However forty days is a long time to be in the unforgiving desert and it is a long time to fast.  (the number forty is used frequently in the Bible in describing events.  Some scholars believe that the number forty may not be a literal time period, but be a more rounded figure meaning “long time” much the way we say “a month” in an imprecise manner.  Whether or not it was an actual forty days, Jesus spent a long time in the desert.)  A  long time to fast.  A long time to be tempted. 

What is the purpose of temptation?  Temptation tests and tries our faith, making it stronger and better able to withstand the challenges of our Christian walk.   Why was Jesus tempted?  Since Jesus is the Son of God, and “God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone” (James 1:13), shouldn’t Jesus be above all that?   The Incarnation (God coming in the flesh) required that Jesus empty himself of his divine prerogatives (Philippians 2:7) and one of those must have been the ability to be tempted.  Satan’s temptations were an attempt to discredit Jesus and gain a foothold on him, much the same as a politician who accepts just one bribe finds himself controlled by threat of exposure.   In this same way, Satan tries to compromise Jesus and his mission.   Later, we see Jesus again tempted in the Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:39-46).   These stories show us the human side of Jesus.  For Jesus was truly human  and truly divine.  And as part of his human nature, he experienced all the human cravings and physical needs which all humans experience.  In both instances he chooses to obey his Father’s will rather than succumb to the temptation to pursue an easier path.  What weapons does Jesus have in his arsenal?   The same tools we have -- the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.  

The First Temptation:
Satan approached Jesus with the first temptation.   After a forty day fast, Jesus was hungry!    Satan offers him a quick fix -- turn these round, bread-shaped stones all throughout the desert floor to actual loaves of bread.  Satisfy your hunger.  After all, this is a legitimate physical need, nothing of which to be ashamed.   There is another subtle temptation here as well.  Satan slyly says, “If you really are the Son of God. . .”  if you’re really who you say you are . . . implying that Jesus may not be the Son of God at all.  “Prove it!” he says.   This is just a little thing, a minor miracle in the scheme of things.  When we are new at a role and are taunted by others and filled with self-doubt we are tempted to “show them,” to prove it, basically a temptation of pride.   But Jesus responds by quoting from Deuteronomy 8:3, “It is written, ‘. . . man does not live on bread alone . . .”      Jesus knew that he had the power to turn the desert stones to bread, yet he chose to resist this physical urge.  He knew that obedience to God was more important than the comforts of material things.   Physical needs must be met in God’s way, and in God’s time, not by our own selfish shortcuts.  We are tempted to go for the quick fix  for all of our physical hungers rather than to wait on God and seek to do things his way.   

The Second Temptation:
The second temptation is to political aspirations including authority and worldly glory.  Satan shows Jesus all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  “All these will be yours if you only will bow down and worship me,” he says.   Satan claims ownership and power to bestow this gift.  Jesus knew that the Jewish people expected the Messiah to be a great military leader to lead them in victory, overthrowing the Romans who occupied their land.   The temptation to fulfill the desires and dreams of his people must have been especially hard for Jesus to resist.   “Worship me,” Satan says.  The Greek word for worship is proskuneo  which means to prostrate oneself before a person, kissing his feet or the hem of his garment, do reverence to, etc.   Jesus probably would not have been required to prostrate himself before the devil.  A simple kiss of his ring, handshake, eye contact or even a subtle nod of the head could be a sign of his submission.  But at what cost?  Accepting the devil’s offer would tie Jesus to Satan as his slave and sabotage his mission.  Part of Satan’s lie is believing that his way is the only way.  But there is another way -- God’s way.  God’s way is to trust him, rely on him and serve him in good times and bad, understanding that God will exalt you if that is his will.  This is the choice Jesus made; he could not afford any other way, no matter how appealing or seemingly innocent it appeared.  Neither can we.  

Jesus knew that power was necessary for his role as Messiah.  But that power must come from God in due time.  He refuses Satan’s offer, choosing the more difficult route to glory -- through the cross and grave and resurrection.    He responds by  quoting scripture he had learned as a child , “It is written, “you shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.”   (Deuteronomy 6:13) Jesus again chooses obedience to his Father.

The Third Temptation:
Satan now takes Jesus in a vision  to Jerusalem and sets him on the pinnacle, the very highest point of the Temple.  “Throw yourself down from here!”  he shouts, “for it is written, ‘the Lord will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. . .’”  Satan  is now quoting scripture back to Jesus, using  a common rabbinic practice of debating by quoting Scripture back and forth to support opposing interpretations.  The Jewish scholars of the time acknowledged that the devil knew Scripture and could handle it expertly.  Satan demonstrates this as he deftly quotes Psalm 91:11-12,out of context.   

A  dramatic miracle like this would certainly have grabbed the attention of everyone watching.  What a flashy entry into ministry that would have been!  This would show people that Jesus was indeed someone special, he would have instant fame, and perhaps even be declared  Messiah on the spot.     Humility or pride:  which does Jesus choose?  Jesus answered Satan one final time, quoting Deuteronomy 6:16, “It is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  Jesus refers here to the story of the Israelites’ forcing God to act when they were thirsty at Massah in the wilderness.  They tested God by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”  If he’s here, prove it.  Give us water.   Jesus refused to manipulate God by forcing his hand.  Jesus chose an alternate route -- to develop his ministry through the ordinary life of everyday people.  He chose obedience and humility.  This would be the mark of his ministry throughout his life.  

How does this story come to us?  There were no observers with Jesus in the desert wilderness.  Jesus no doubt told his disciples about his own temptation experience.    Why did he choose to share this intimate event?  Perhaps to  teach the disciples how to resist temptation themselves and to emphasize the importance of scripture knowledge.  Perhaps  to explain why he did not use more sensational means to influence people.   Jesus’ forty day experience in the wildnerness probably included many more than these three temptations.  But these three are the ones he selected to instruct his disciples.  These three temptations are at the root of many  we face today: 

· physical desires

· greed and ambition

· pride 

Jesus quotes three passages from Deuteronomy:  

· Deuteronomy 8:3 - “He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”  

· Deuteronomy 6:13 - “Worship the Lord your God.  He is the only one you should serve.”

· Deuteronomy 6:16 - “Don’t put the Lord your God to the test as you did at Massah.”

Like Moses who fasted forty days and nights while on Mt. Sinai before receiving the Ten Commandments, Jesus experiences his own wilderness experience before emerging as the new lawgiver.   Many Jews hoped for a “new exodus” led by a new Moses.  

How did Jesus respond to temptation?  The devil brought truths mixed with half truths in an attempt to entice and deceive Jesus.  Jesus called upon his knowledge of scripture to help him discern the proper choice and to OBEY.    Even when the devil misquoted scripture to Jesus, Jesus answered back with the true Word of God.   He teaches us this:  answer temptation with God’s Word, too.  Know the Bible.  Learn scripture so that you answer doubts and fears and temptations with it.  Victory from temptations comes when we learn to apply the Word to every circumstance of our lives.  

Jesus also used his communion with the Holy Spirit as a weapon against temptation.  The Spirit was with him in the wilderness.  In fact the word used in the Greek text to describe the Spirit’s working during Jesus’ desert experience has the idea of “in, within.”  In other words, the Spirit didn’t just send Jesus off into the wilderness and leave him to struggle with the devil.  The Spirit continuously  led Jesus; he wasn’t left alone.  We too are promised the presence of the Holy Spirit within us, the Spirit who can strengthen us during our times of struggle just as He did Jesus.

The forty days of fasting, prayer, and temptation  in the desert wilderness prepared Jesus for his public ministry.  During this time Jesus was faced with the decision of using his powers for self purpose or to surrender himself unconditionally into obedience to God’s will for his life.  Jesus refused to use his power to satisfy his physical needs, he refused to bow down and worship Satan for political power  and he refused to put God to the test.    The temptations that we all face today can be resisted by knowledge of scripture and obedience to God’s will.   Children are tempted daily to do wrong things and make wrong choices.  This rotation will provide an opportunity to explore the many temptations we all face, and to discover how Jesus faced and overcame similar temptations.  Help children see that even Jesus was obedient.   Learning to obey and to respond to temptations as Jesus did is a lifelong process that begins in childhood.  

Sources:  The IVP Bible Background Commentary, Craig S. Keener; Baptism, Temptation and Rejection, The New Media Bible Times, The Genesis Project; Jesus’ Temptation, Dr. Ralph F. Wilson, JesusWalk Disciple Lessons.  
Bible Quest - Games, Bible Skills, Storytelling Workshop

Jesus’ Temptation - Alone in the Desert?
Scripture References:   

Luke 4:1-13, Matthew 4:1-11,  Mark 1:12-13 (Jesus is Tempted in the Desert, p. 295 - Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)
Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will describe the account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. 

· Children will locate and describe the desert area in which Jesus was tempted.

· Children will recognize that Jesus was tempted. 

· Children will recognize that the Holy Spirit and Jesus’  knowledge of scripture helped him resist temptation. 

· Children will recognize that the Bible helps them discern right from wrong. 

· Children will recognize that Jesus was obedient to God.

· Children will understand that we must be obedient to God and authorities in our lives.

· Children will describe temptations in their lives.  

· Children will discuss ways to resist temptation. 

· Children will memorize Luke 4:1-13.

Preparation and Room Set Up:
Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

Gather necessary materials for games. 

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

Time Guidelines:


Introductions/Opening Prayer:   10 minutes


Bible Passage/Discussion Focus: 15 minutes


Game: Tempted!  25 minutes


Reflection/Closing Prayer: 10 minutes

Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.   Remember that all of the children may not know who you are!   Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be learning about what happened to Jesus, right after he was baptized.  Jesus  spent a long time in the desert, being tempted by the devil.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Thank you for sending Jesus and the Holy Spirit to show us the best way to deal with temptation.  Help us to grow more like Jesus every day. ”   AMEN 

Bible Passage:   Gather the children at the TEMPLE AREA with their Bibles.   If children did not bring a personal Bible, use the classroom Bibles.  Encourage children to bring their Bibles to Sunday School each week.  

Each workshop begins with the Bible passage.  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!   Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.   This rotation’s story is found in three gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) Be sure to walk the children through the process of locating the scriptures.  The handout “Helping Children  Use  Bibles in the Classroom” will help you guide the children.

For Younger children:   Read the story “Jesus is Tempted in the Desert,” on pages 295-296 of The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible.  Be sure to read the Did You Know  and Let’s Live It  notes on those pages and discuss with the children.  Use the classroom maps to point out some of the important locations for this rotation.  (Jordan River, Jerusalem, picture of Temple)    Make sure children understand the meaning of the words:  fast and temptation. 

For Older children:  Tell the children that this Bible story is found in three places (Matthew, Mark and Luke).  Choose either the Matthew or Luke version to read, but older children can practice locating both stories.  Have the children locate the scripture and follow along as you read, or let the children take turns reading aloud.  After reading the text, find the Let’s Live It  note in Matthew 4:1-11 and the Did You Know  note in Luke 4:4.  Read these together and discuss briefly.  

 Use the classroom maps to point out some of the important locations for this rotation.  (Jordan River, Jerusalem, picture of Temple)   Make sure children understand the meaning of the words:  fast and temptation.  

NOTE:  as the rotation progresses, the children will become more familiar with the story.  Use your discretion, but encourage the children to tell YOU what they know of the story.  You can then fill in the gaps and take the discussion to a deeper level using the discussion questions below. 

After reading the Bible lesson together do the following activity  to facilitate discussion:
Jesus’ Magnetic Message! 

(adapted from Ready-to-do Children’s Messages, Group Publishing, 1997)

Supplies:
· Bible

· a large horseshoe magnet (provided)

· smaller magent (refrigerator magnet will work)

· bowl of candy (starburst, M&M’s, etc.)

· bag of items that will resist the magnet (ball, mitten, t-shirt, wooden block, cardboard, etc. You will 

need about 8-10 items)
Preparation:
· Set out the bowl of treats in the center of the Temple area.

· Place all the non-magnetic items in a bag or box.

· Set the magnets out separately.

Share:
· Gather the children together around the Temple tables.  

· Set out the bowl of treats and tell the children that they cannot touch them.  

· Say:  Today we learned about how Jesus was tempted in the desert.  Jesus must have told his disciples about this story, because there wasn’t anyone there to see it.  Jesus knew that his disciples would face many temptations.  He knows that we face temptations today, too.   
· Ask:  Who would like to eat those treats on the table?  
· Is it hard to be this close to those treats and not be able to touch them?  

· Say:  It’s hard when we can see things that we want, but we know we can’t have them.  This is called temptation -- when we want to do something that we know we shouldn’t.  
· Ask:  What kinds of things are tempting to children today?
· What do you do when you’re tempted to do something that you know you shouldn’t?

· Let’s put away these treats for now, so you won’t be tempted by them anymore.  We’re going to do a science experiment now that will show us about resisting temptation!  

· [image: image1..pict]Hold up the two magnets.  

· Ask:  What are these?  What do they do?
· If I hold the two magnets close together they are attracted to each other and they stick together.  (show the children how the magnets attract each other.)

· What kinds of things can keep the magnets apart?

· Have the children reach into the bag, one at a time and choose something to place between the magnets.  If it keeps the magnet from sticking, place the items in a separate pile.  If any items do not prevent the magnets from sticking, place in a separate pile.

· After checking all the items (use your discretion -- you may not want to use all of them for older classes) look at the pile of things that blocked the magnets from sticking.  Tell the children that the items which resisted the magnets will be called “resistors.”  

· Hold up the horseshoe magnet.  Say:  Let’s pretend this magnet is you.  

· Hold up the other magnet.  Say:  This magnet is something that you know you shouldn’t do, but you’re tempted to do.  

· Stick the magnets together.  OOPS!  The temptation got you!  We know from our experiment that we have to put something between the magnets to block the attraction.   We need  a resistor! 

Tell the children that God gives us resistors, just like the resistors we saw in this experiment.  What were the resistors that Jesus used when he was tempted in the desert?  (memorizing scripture, prayer, depending on the Holy Spirit, fasting)   One of the strongest resistors that God gives us is the Bible.   Jesus knew this and that’s probably one of the reasons he told this story to his disciples.  

· Pull the magnets apart.  Place a Bible between the magnets.    

· Do the magnets stick together with the Bible between them? (no)

· How did Jesus use the Bible (scriptures he knew) to keep from falling into Satan’s temptation? (he memorized them and told them to Satan)

· How  can the Bible help us from getting stuck doing the wrong things in real life? (it tells us how God wants us to live, teaches us right from wrong)

· What other ways does God help us resist temptation?  (Bible, friends who help us do the right things, answers our prayers, gives us the Holy Spirit to help and guide us)

Tell the children that Jesus showed us one of the best ways to avoid temptation is to know our Bibles.  Memorizing scripture will keep God’s word close in our heart, and when we are tempted, the Holy  Spirit will help us remember what God wants us to do.  Let’s review our memory verse for this rotation.  

Memory Verse:   Review the verse with the children and encourage them to memorize it over the next several weeks:

“It is written:  Worship the Lord your God.  He is the only one you should serve.”  

Luke 4:8 (p. 296 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible) 

Bring out the treats that you put away earlier.  Say:  Since you were so good at resisting temptation earlier, we are going to enjoy them now.  Let’s all pray together first:  (have children repeat after you)  “Thank you God, for helping us to resist temptation.  AMEN”

Tempted! Life-sized Board Game
Supplies:
· Life-size Tempted!  board game

· Large die

· White board and dry erase markers

· bucket with several cups of sand in it and  three small stones for each group playing 

· basket of large cardboard building blocks

· typing paper or construction paper

· A Bible for each team

Preparation:
· Unfold the game tarp in the large open playing area of the room.

· Place the game cards face down in the appropriately marked spaces on the game board.  

· Be sure to put out the appropriate age level cards for the class (game cards are made for grades 1-2, 3-4 and 5-6)

To Play:
· Gather the children around the gameboard.  

· Tell them that we will play the game “Tempted!” to review the story we’ve been learning and to think about ways we can resist temptation in our own lives.  (Tempted is similar to many board games that children play, but this one is life-sized!  Instead of having playing pieces, the children will BE the playing pieces!)  

· Divide the children into teams of 3-4 children.

· Each team will play together and answer questions as a team.  Children should work together to come up with answers.  If they’re unsure, have them use their Bibles to look up an answer.

· Team with the youngest child goes first.

· First team rolls the die and moves ahead the specified number of spaces.

· Specially marked spaces (Questions?, Crosses, Dynamite) have accompanying cards.  If a player lands on one of these spaces, the team must draw the top card from the stack , read it out loud (teacher or shepherd can help the younger group by reading the question to them) and follow the instructions on the card.  (either answering the question, performing the challenge, or going back the designated number of spaces)  All questions answered and challenges performed must be done as a team!

· There are two shortcuts on the board.  If a team lands on a shortcut space, they must first correctly answer the question or perform the challenge within the allotted time, and then they may proceed through the shortcut.

· To finish, a team must land exactly on the “Finish” space and correctly answer the question or perform the challenge.

· First team through the Finish space wins!

Tempted!  Game Cards

(Listed below are the situations, questions and challenges that are found on the game cards.  NOTE:  some of them are designed specifically for certain grades, so, be sure to sort accordingly when setting up the game before class)

Cross Cards
These cards show positive response to temptation and allow teams to advance more quickly through the game.

Grades 1-4
· You broke your neighbor’s window by accident.  No one was home so you are tempted to just pretend that you don’t know what happened.   Instead you tell your neighbor about it and pay to have it fixed.  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· All your friends went to see a PG-13 movie that your parents didn’t allow you to see.  You were tempted to go with them, but you didn’t.  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· A new kid moved into your class and he wears really thick glasses and different looking clothes.  All your friends made fun of him.  You were tempted to do the same thing, but you resisted.  You stood up for the new kid to your friends.  Move ahead 3 spaces!

· You didn’t study for your spelling test.  You could easily see the paper of the person next to you -- you were tempted to cheat.  You resisted the temptation and didn’t look.  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· It’s the last game of the soccer season and you are undefeated.  The game is tied.  The other team is about to score.  The referee is looking the other way.  You are tempted to trip the player so he can’t score.  You resist the temptation.  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· Your mom made homemade cookies and they smell delicious!  She said you couldn’t have any until after supper.  You are tempted to have just one itty, bitty cookie . . . but you resist the temptation and obey your mom.  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· Your teacher sent a note to your parents about your grades at school.  You were tempted to throw the note away, but you resisted!  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· Your best friend had a party and didn’t invite you.  You were tempted to say bad things about her, but you didn’t.  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· You and your friends wrote on the bathroom walls at school and you got caught.  You were tempted to say you didn’t do it, but you told the truth.  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· You don’t agree with one of your parents rules, so you are tempted to just disobey it.  You don’t.  Move ahead 2 spaces!  

· You found some money lying on the floor. You were tempted to keep it, but instead you take it to the office and turn it in.  Move ahead 2 spaces.

· The cashier doesn’t charge you for all the stuff you bought.  You are tempted to just be quiet.  Instead you tell her she made a mistake and pay what you owe.  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· Your little brother is so annoying!  He is always bugging you.  You are tempted to punch him, but you don’t.  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· You are supposed to do your chores before you go out to play.  You are tempted to tell your mom that you forgot and go play first, but you decide to do your chores.  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· You are supposed to clean your room before watching TV.  You are tempted to just close the door and hope your parents forget about it, but instead you clean your room.  Move ahead 2 spaces.

Grades 5-6

· You are at a sleepover and everyone wants to watch an R-rated movie.  Your parents do not allow you to see R-rated movies without their permission.  You are tempted to just watch it -- after all, your parents will never find out.  Instead you suggest a different movie.   Move ahead 2 spaces!

· You didn’t study for your history test.  You could easily see the paper of the person next to you -- you were tempted to cheat.  You resisted the temptation and didn’t look.  Move ahead 2 spaces!

· You are invited to a sleepover with some of your friends.  One friend starts talking about someone who isn’t there.  You are tempted to say some things too, but you resist the temptation to gossip. You change the subject.   Move ahead 2 spaces! 

· You don’t agree with one of your parents rules, and you are tempted to disobey.  Instead you talk with them about it.  Move ahead 2 spaces!  

Challenge/Question Cards
These cards have a question taken from the lesson that must be answered or an actual challenge that must be accomplished by the team in order to advance on the game board.

Grades 1-2
· Look up page 63 in your Bible.  Read #5.  Who should children obey?  (parents)  Move ahead 2 spaces.

· Find our Bible memory verse in your Bible.  Read it out loud!  (page 295)  Move ahead 1 space. 

Grades 3-6
· How many temptations did Jesus face in the desert?  (three)   Move ahead one space for every temptation you can name.  (turn stones to bread, worship Satan, putting God to the test)

· One of Jesus’ temptations was to jump from the top of the Temple.  Build a temple in one minute using the blocks in the corner of the room.  Move ahead one space.

· What did Jesus do to resist temptation?  (quoted scripture, prayed, fasted)  Move ahead one space.

· Recite this rotation’s Bible verse together as a team.  When did Jesus say this?  (in response to Satan’s asking him to worship him)  Move ahead two spaces. Jesus spent how many days in the desert being tempted?  (40)  Move ahead one space.

· Where was Jesus when he was tempted by Satan?  (desert)   Move ahead one space.

· Satan knows the Bible very well.  He even quoted the Bible when he told Jesus to jump from the top of the Temple.  Who did Satan say would save Jesus?  (angels)  Team must stand together and flap their arms (like wings)  and say, “Angels will save you.”  Move ahead two spaces.

· What did Satan tell  Jesus to turn into bread because he was hungry? (stones)  Go to the white board and each team member draw a picture of one of these items.  Move ahead one space.

· Jesus was tempted in the desert.  Go to the bucket in the center of the game board and sift through the sand until you find 3 examples of things Jesus saw in the desert.  (stones)  Move ahead one space.

· What will help you resist temptation?  (prayer, memorizing Bible verses, learning what God wants me to do, obeying my parents)  Move ahead 1 space.

· What happened to Jesus right before he went to the desert?  (he was baptized)  Move ahead 1 space.

· Who helped Jesus in the desert to resist the devil’s temptations?  (Holy Spirit - remember, Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit after his baptism!)  Move ahead 1 space.

· What does it mean to fast?  (go without food)  Move ahead 1 space.

· How can knowing the Bible help us resist temptation?  (knowing what God wants, learning right from wrong, letting the Holy Spirit guide us and help us)  Move ahead 2 spaces.

· Who came to take care of Jesus after Satan was done tempting him?  (angels)  Move ahead 1 space.

· Why didn’t Jesus do the things Satan asked him to do?  (he wanted to obey God even though it might be harder than doing things another way)  Move ahead 2 spaces.

· Who should we obey?  (parents, God, teachers, law)  Move ahead 2 spaces.

· It was hot in the desert.  Go to the tables and each team member take a piece of paper and fold it into a fan to cool you off!   Move ahead 1 space!

· Who does Jesus say we should worship?  (God)  Move ahead 1 space.

· If you could not eat for 40 days, what food would each team member  miss the most?   Move ahead 1 space.  

· Write this rotation’s Bible verse on the white board.  When did Jesus say this?   (in response to Satan’s asking him to worship him)  Move ahead two spaces.

· Look up Ephesians 6:1 in your Bible.   Who should children obey and why?  (parents, because it is the right thing to do)  Move ahead 2 spaces.

· Jesus answered the devil with these three words which showed he knew the scriptures.   (“It is written”)  Move ahead one space.  

· Which Old Testament book did Jesus quote?  (Deuteronomy) Move ahead one space. 

· Jesus was tempted in the desert very soon after he was baptized.  Find where Jesus was baptized on the wall map. (Jordan River)   Move ahead 1 space.

· Jesus was tempted here.  Find this place on the wall map (desert area east of Jerusalem)   Move ahead 1 space.   

· Why did Satan want Jesus to worship him?  (to wreck God’s plan)  Move ahead 2 spaces.

Explosion Cards
These cards indicate a negative response to temptation and require teams to move backward on the gameboard.  When these cards are drawn, players must read the card, answer the question and move BACK the specified number of spaces.  
Grades 1-6
· Your friend said something mean about you, so you said something mean about him.  What could you have done?  Go back 2 spaces.

· You are supposed to stay together as a group when you go to Children’s church.  You ran off ahead of everyone.  What would help you resist this temptation?  Move back 1 space.

· You are supposed to put the puppets away after you play with them in the drama room.  You left them on the floor.  What will help you resist this temptation?  Move back 2 spaces.

· You aren’t supposed to have drinks in CyberSpace and you spilled a coke on the keyboard.  You said you don’t know how it happened.  What should you do?  Move back 1 space.

· You are supposed to clean your room.  Instead you shove everything under the bed and tell your mom you’re done.  What should you have done?  Move back 1 space.

· You told your mom that you fed the dog, but you didn’t.  What should you do?  Move back 2 spaces.

· You ate thedessert your mom was saving for company without permission.  What should you do?  Move back 1 space.

· You and your friends talked all during church, disturbing the people around you.  What should you do to resist this temptation?  Move back 1 space.

· Your friends want to go play at a construction site.  Your parents have told you to stay away because it’s dangerous.  You go with your friends.  What could you do to resist this temptation?  Move back 1 space. 
· You told your parents you didn’t have homework and you did.  What would help you resist this temptation?  Go back 2 spaces.

· You pretended to be sick so you wouldn’t have to go to school.  What would help you resist this temptation?  Go back 1 space. 
Grades 1-2
· You took your sister’s game boy when she had already told you not to.  How could you resist this temptation?  Go back 1 space.

· You told your parents you brushed your teeth and washed your hands and you hadn’t.  How could you resist this temptation?  Go back 1 space. 

Grades 3-6
· Your sister told you not to borrow her things without asking and you took one of her favorite CDs.  How could you resist this temptation?  Go back 1 space.

· You made a bad grade on a paper, so you hid it from your parents.  What would help you resist this temptation?  Go back 2 spaces.

· Your friend said something mean about you, so you said something mean about him.  What could you have done?  Go back 2 spaces. 

· You copied your book report off the back flap of the book and turned it in as your own work.  The teacher hung it up on the wall and gave you an A+ because she thought it was so good.  What should you do?   Move back 2 spaces.

· You are supposed to stay together as a group on a school field trip.  You and your best friend went off by yourselves.   What should you do?   What would help you resist this temptation?  Move back 1 space.

Grades 5-6
· You went to a party with no chaperones, even though your parents don’t allow that.  What could you do to resist this temptation?  Go back 2 spaces. 

· Your best friend stole a cigarette and wants you to try smoking with him.  You take just a few puffs. What would help you resist this temptation?  Go back 2 spaces.

Reflection Time:  The last 10 minutes of class are reserved for Faith Journals.    Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens from the class box.  Reflection questions for each workshop are printed on stickers.  Pass out the stickers and have children stick them to the top of  a sheet of paper in their journals.  Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Shepherds and workshop leaders should also write in Journals during this time.  This time is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children can copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.

Grades 1-2:  

Jesus learned about the Bible when he was a little boy.   Memorizing Bible verses helped him when he was tempted.  Draw a picture of Jesus  learning.

Grades 3-6:  

Jesus learned scripture verses which helped him when he faced temptation.  What Bible verse do you know that can help you resist temptation?

Closing Prayer:  Gather the children together at the end of class.  Share reminders about upcoming events.  Remind them to bring their Bibles to class and encourage them to bring their friends to the G.R.E.A.T.  Adventure.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together.

Clean-up:  Gather all supplies and put away in storage cabinet.  Place journals, stickers, and pens/pencils in class box.  Encourage the children to take responsibility for putting away all materials and supplies and to help keep our rooms neat and orderly.    

Release children only to parents after they have signed their child out on the classroom clipboard, unless they have made prior arrangements with you.  
CyberSpace - Computer Workshop

Jesus’ Temptation - Alone in the Desert?

Scripture References:   

Luke 4:1-13, Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:12-13 (Jesus is Tempted in the Desert, p. 295 - Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)
Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will describe the account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. 

· Children will locate and describe the desert area in which Jesus was tempted.

· Children will recognize that Jesus was tempted. 

· Children will recognize that the Holy Spirit and Jesus’  knowledge of scripture helped him resist temptation. 

· Children will recognize that the Bible helps them discern right from wrong. 

· Children will recognize that Jesus was obedient to God.

· Children will understand that we must be obedient to God and authorities in our lives.

· Children will describe temptations in their lives.  

· Children will discuss ways to resist temptation. 

· Children will memorize Luke 4:1-13.

Preparation and Room Set Up:
· Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

· Preview the software. 

· Insert the CDs and have computers on prior to children’s arrival.

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

Time Guidelines:


Introductions/Opening Prayer:  
 10 minutes


Bible Passage/Discussion Focus: 10 minutes


Computer Time:  30 minutes


Reflection/Closing Prayer: 10 minutes
Welcome and Introductions:  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.   Remember that all of the children may not know who you are!   Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be learning about what happened to Jesus, right after he was baptized.  Jesus spent a long time in the desert, being tempted by the devil.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Thank you for sending Jesus and the Holy Spirit to show us the best way to deal with temptation.  Help us to grow more like Jesus every day. ”   AMEN 

Bible Passage:  Gather the children at the center table with their Bibles.   If children did not bring a personal Bible, use the classroom Bibles.  Encourage children to bring their Bibles to Sunday School each week.  

Each workshop begins with the Bible passage.  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!   Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.   This rotation’s story is found in three gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) Be sure to walk the children through the process of locating the scriptures.  The handout “Helping Children Use Bibles in the Classroom” will help you guide the children.

For Younger children:  Read the story “Jesus is Tempted in the Desert,” on pages 295-296 of The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible.  Be sure to read the Did You Know and Let’s Live It  notes on those pages and discuss with the children.  Use the classroom maps to point out some of the important locations for this rotation.  (Jordan River, Jerusalem, picture of Temple)    Make sure children understand the meaning of the words:  fast and temptation. 

For Older children:  Tell the children that this Bible story is found in three places (Matthew, Mark and Luke).  Choose either the Matthew or Luke version to read, but older children can practice locating both stories.  Have the children locate the scripture and follow along as you read, or let the children take turns reading aloud.  After reading the text, find the Let’s Live It  note in Matthew 4:1-11 and the Did You Know  note in Luke 4:4.  Read these together and discuss briefly.  

 Use the classroom maps to point out some of the important locations for this rotation.  (Jordan River, Jerusalem, picture of Temple)   Make sure children understand the meaning of the words:  fast and temptation.  

NOTE:  as the rotation progresses, the children will become more familiar with the story.  Use your discretion, but encourage the children to tell YOU what they know of the story.  You can then fill in the gaps and take the discussion to a deeper level using the discussion questions below. 

Discussion:

Definitions - Make sure the children know the meaning of the following words:  

fast - to go without food in order to devote time to prayer

tempt - to try to get someone to do something wrong, an attraction to do the wrong thing

Choose from some of the following questions for discussion:  

Grades 1-6:

Place the story in a time context.  Jesus went straight from being baptized to the desert to be tempted.

Review from previous rotation:

· What came down to Jesus when he was baptized?  (Holy Spirit like a dove)

· Who is the Holy Spirit?  (God’s presence with us)

· Where did Jesus go after being baptized by John in the River Jordan? (wilderness, desert)

· How much time did Jesus spend in the desert?  (40 days)

· What happened to Jesus there?  (fasted, prayed, tempted by devil)

· Why did Satan tempt Jesus?  (tried to stop God’s plan for Jesus’ ministry)

· How did Jesus respond to the temptations?  (resisted them, quoted scripture, let Holy Spirit strengthen him)

· Who strengthened Jesus in the desert?  (Holy Spirit within Jesus) 

· What else helped Jesus resist temptation?  (his knowledge of the scriptures)

Grades 3-6 In addition to the above questions, choose from some of these questions for older children:
· Does Satan know the Bible?  (Yes, he quoted scripture, but twisted its meaning)

· Which Old Testament book did Jesus quote scripture from when resisting the devil? (Deuteronomy)

· Which temptation do you think was the most difficult for Jesus to resist?  (no right answer, just explore their answers)

· What were the three temptations told in this story?  (food/physical desires, power/bowing down to Satan, miracles/testing God)

· What did Jesus mean when he said “man does not live by bread alone, but on every world that comes from the mouth of God?”  (physical things are not as important as spiritual, we need to depend on God, not try to do everything on our own)

· What did Satan show Jesus he could be in charge of?  (all the kingdoms of the world)

· What would Jesus have to do to have that power?  (worship Satan)

· Jesus knew that only God should be worshiped and put first in his life.  What types of things do we “worship” today  by giving them priority in our lives and making them more important than God?  (toys, TVs, money, gameboys, video games, computers, etc.)  

· What are you most tempted to worship?

· What did Satan do to try to get Jesus to jump off the pinnacle of the Temple?  (quoted scripture to tell him he wouldn’t be harmed) 

· Why do you think God allowed Satan to tempt Jesus?  (to test his human nature, to strengthen him and prepare him for his ministry, to give us an example to follow)

· How can temptation be a positive or good thing?  (strengthens our faith, helps us lean on God, shows us where we need to grow, helps us become better disciples)

· What kind of temptations do you face?

· What can you do to resist temptation?  

· Jesus decided to obey God rather than take the easy way out.  Why do you think even Jesus had to obey God?  (to fulfill his plan, to prepare for his ministry, to live a sinless life)

· Whom should you obey?  (parents, teachers, Bible, God)

Memory Verse:  Have the children locate the scripture memory verse.  Review it with the children.  Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation.  
“It is written:  Worship the Lord your God.  He is the only one you should serve.”

Luke 4:8 

If you have extra time at the end of the workshop, review the memory verse by using Wordy, the computer scripture memory and review game.  
Activity:  Jesus’ Temptation in the Desert Computer Exploration
All Grades

Divide the children into groups of two to three at computer stations.  Each child should have a turn at the mouse -- you may need to divide the time period to facilitate sharing.   This is important!  One of the biggest complaints the kids have about the CyberSpace workshop is that they don’t get equal opportunity at the mouse!  Christians share!

Encourage the children to SLOW DOWN when searching through the software.  They tend to skim through quickly, without reading and absorbing the information.  Encourage them to talk together in their small groups about the questions posed in the various links.    Remind them that they will see this information later in the computer game and they will do better on the game if they pay attention now. 

Software and Navigation Tips 

(Spend about 10 -15 minutes on this part of the activity.)

Life of Christ CD
· Insert Life of Christ CD and click on the icon on the desktop. 

· Click on New Exploration

· Type in your name/name of your group

· Click on file crate (labeled King’s) in the office.

· In Lesson index, click on Introducing the Son of God
· Click on Lesson 12 - Three Temptations
· Listen to the lesson carefully.

· Answer question asked by narrator in your group.  What Bible verses do you know by heart?  Do you memorize our Rotation Memory verses?  How can you prepare yourself to fight off temptation?  Click Yes  to take quiz.

· Answer questions and click on the arrow to advance to the next question.

· After the quiz, return to office and quit program.

Activity:  Personal Temptation Stories
Grades 3-6 (Spend about 15-20 minutes on this part of the activity)

Preparation:  
· Preview the CD and make sure you can copy and paste the pictures of the children and the Bible pictures.

· Make sure a CD is placed at each computer station.

To Begin:

· Insert the CD with photos taken from Sunday Morning Live

· Open Windows notepad
· Show children how to locate their picture from Sunday Morning Live.

· Copy and paste the picture into Notepad.

· (If children were not present in SML and do not have a picture, they may use another group’s picture, or they may use the Bible pictures also on the CD)

· Have the children discuss the temptation situation that was being shown in the picture.

· Have them write a description of the situation.  Include:  

· What the temptation was

· What the person being tempted chose to do

· Did they do the right thing?  

· What scripture would help the person being tempted to resist temptation in the future (a concordance is available in the room if children need to refer to it -- or encourage them to use the concordances in the back of their Bibles)

· Print out the illustrated Temptation Stories

· Return to the large group and share.

If you have extra time, children may review the Memory verse by using Wordy or return to Life of Christ CD and allow them to pursue some of the clues in the castle.

Activity:  Temptation Poster

Grades 1-2 

After listening to the lesson on Life of Christ, the children will create Temptation Posters. 

Supplies:

· KidPix CD

· Scissors

· One posterboard

· Glue sticks 

· Younger children will also listen to Life of Christ lesson on the Three Temptations.

Preparation:
· Set out the glue, scissors and poster board on the center table.

To Begin:
· Discuss with children situations or things which tempt them.

· Insert the KidPix CD and open the program.

· Make sure children share the mouse time.  Everyone should have a chance to use the mouse.  (you may have to set time limits and then have children switch places)

· Have each child at the computer stationuse the drawing, painting and stamp tools to illustrate a temptation that they face.

· Have the children enlarge their designs and use a large size font for text.

· They may also write out a word or two telling what the temptation is (for ex:  CANDY)

· Have them type out a simple heading or title for the story.

· After they are satisfied with their pictures or text, print out the pages. 

· Children should then cut out their pictures/text.  Each group will glue their temptation pictures and text to one large poster board. (one poster board per class)  

· The group which finishes first can write a sentence saying, “The Holy Spirit helps us fight temptation.”  ( a second grader can do this with help) 

· Cut out the sentence and glue across the poster as a title.

If you have extra time:
Have children use KidPix to type in the Rotation Memory Verse.

They can click audio to have the verse read back to them.

Wordy Scripture Memory Review CD

If there is still additional time, children may review the memory verse using Wordy CD.  (this software is a little tricky until you get used to it-- if the kids get frustrated, move on to KidPix)  Use this software to have the kids unscramble the rotation’s memory verse.  Once they have done that a few times, they can review previous rotation’s memory verses as well (see below)

To review present Bible memory verse:

· Insert Wordy CD 

· Click on WordyWin in program file

· Select number of players

· Type in names

· Would you like to check on these?  Click Yes.

· Begin with present verse set “Wordy” (to left) and present version set on “tem”

· Click done

· Press “go” to start game

· Select door 1 - mode 1

· Click “Start”

· Click on words to put verse in order.

· Go through different modes.

· To exit, return to “Go”

Notes for Teacher:  
As much as possible, try to sit with your students as you go through the software together.  The lesson is not what’s on the computer.  It’s what you and the students do with what’s on the computer.  Guide your students through the content, share yourself and facilitate their sharing with each other.  Model your enthusiasm for the Word of God.

Reflection and Journal Time (All Groups):  The last 10 minutes should be reserved for Journal Reflection time.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned. Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens and the journal question sticker for the day.    Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Adults should write in journals as well.   Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children may copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.   

Grades 1-2:  Jesus prayed when he was in the desert.   Draw a picture of Jesus praying. 

Grades 3-4:  Jesus fasted and prayed while in the desert.  Have you ever gone without eating for a whole day?  How did it feel?

Grades 5-6:  Jesus showed us that we should put God first in our life.  What other things are you tempted to give more priority than God in your life? 

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together. 

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Journals and nametags and put away.  Clean up computer stations replacing CDs in correct cases.  Return glue and scissors to Art Room.   Once dry, hang up Temptation Poster outside classroom door.

Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents.  Make sure parents sign their children out on class clipboards.
Temptation Story Worksheet

(Grades 3-6)

Answer these questions when writing your description of the temptation situation.

In this picture I was tempted to:

I chose to:

I did the right thing.  That makes me feel:

I didn’t choose to do the right thing.  Next time I should: 

This scripture helped/would help me resist temptation:
Holy Word Theatre – Video Workshop

Jesus’ Temptation – Alone in the Desert?
Scripture References: 
Luke 4:1-13, Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:12-13  (Jesus is Tempted in the Desert, p.  295 – Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Memory Verse:  “It is written: Worship the Lord your God.  He is the only one you should serve.”  Luke 4:8  (p. 296 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Themes:  Resisting temptation by learning God’s Word, Holy Spirit strengthened Jesus and us.

Objectives and Life Application:

· Children will describe the account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. 

· Children will recognize that Jesus was tempted.

· Children will recognize that the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ knowledge of the scripture helped him resist temptation.

· Children will recognize that the Bible helps them discern right from wrong.

· Children will recognize that Jesus was obedient to God.

· Children will understand that we must be obedient to God and authorities in our lives.

· Children will describe temptations in their lives.

· Children will discuss ways to resist temptation.

· Children will memorize Luke 4:8. 

Preparation and Room Set Up:

· Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

· Preview the video clips for each age group.  

· Grades 1-2  and 3-4 will first view the temptations scenes from from the video “Temptations In The Desert.” (Jesus:  A Kingdom without Frontiers video series).  After discussion of this video, they will watch a short clip from “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory” (Wolper Pictures, 1971)  and discuss modern day temptations. 

· Grades 5-6 will view the temptation scenes from the CBS television mini-series “Jesus” (tape one).

· Prepare popcorn before children arrive and have it bagged and ready to distribute so  your attention can be given to the children.

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

Welcome and Introductions:  Gather the children together at the tables with their Bibles.  Make sure you are wearing your nametag and the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Begin the class with introductions.  Remember that workshop leaders rotate often and the children may not know you.

Tell the children, today, we will learn that Jesus also faced temptations.  Jesus decided to obey God rather than take the easy way out.  We will also discuss ways for us to resist temptation.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear Father in heaven, thank you for all the people who are here to hear about Jesus.  Guide us when we have temptations in our lives to be obedient to you, to make the right decisions and resist the temptations as Jesus would have.  AMEN”

Bible Passage:  Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  One of our primary is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!

Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.  Have them locate the story in their Bibles. (refer to the teaching handout on How to Help Children Learn to Use Their Bibles) Shepherds can help with this. If children do not have their own Bibles, use the extras in the room.  Encourage the children to bring their Bibles each week!  
For Younger children: Read the story “Jesus is Tempted in the Desert,” on pages 295-296 of The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible.  Be sure to read the Did You Know and Let’s Live It  notes on those pages and discuss with the children.  Make sure children understand the meaning of the words:  fast and temptation. 

For Older children: Tell the children that this Bible story is found in three places (Matthew, Mark and Luke).  Choose either the Matthew or Luke version to read, but older children can practice locating both stories.  Have the children locate the scripture and follow along as you read, or let the children take turns reading aloud.  After reading the text, find the Let’s Live It  note in Matthew 4:1-11 and the Did You Know  note in Luke 4:4.  Read these together and discuss briefly.  

NOTE:  Teacher, as the rotation progresses, and the children become more familiar with the Bible story, modify the way you lead this part of the lesson  (allow the children to tell the story, fill in with details, add more details, and in-depth discussion depending on age group).

Discussion:  Use the Background information and suggested questions for discussion to briefly discuss the Bible reading with the children.   Make sure children understand the meaning of the words:  fast and temptation.
Memory Verse: Have children locate the memory verse in their Bibles.  (p. 296 in Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)  Review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation.

“It is written: Worship the Lord your God. He is the only one you should serve.” Luke 4:8

Video – Grades 1-2, 3-4

Jesus:  Kingdom without Frontiers video —Temptations In The Desert
clip is about 13 minutes long.  

Begin with  the roaring lion and  stop when Jesus says, “It is time to return to Galilee.”

Feel free to pause the video and discuss what they are watching.   After the video discuss some of the following with the children:

· How much time did Jesus spend in the desert?  (40days)

· What happened to Jesus there?  (fasted, prayed, tempted by devil)

· What were the three temptations told in this story?  (food/physical desires, power/bowing down to Satan, miracles/testing God)

· Why did Satan tempt Jesus to turn stones into bread?  (he was hungry from the fast)

· What did Jesus mean when he said,  “man does not live by bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God?”  (physical things are not as important as spiritual, we need to depend on God, not try to do everything on our own)

· What did Satan show Jesus he could be in charge of?  (all the kingdoms of the world)

· What would Jesus have had to do to have that power?  (worship Satan) 

· Jesus knew that only God should be worshiped and put first in his life.  What types of things do we “worship” today by giving them priority in our lives and making them more important than God?  (toys, TVs, money, gameboys, video games, computers, etc.)

· What are you most tempted to worship?

Say:  Now we’re going to watch another short video clip about temptation that may be more familiar to us.  

The Willy Wonka clip is just under 3 minutes.  Five children have won the much coveted  prize of a personally guided tour of the Willy Wonka Chocolate Factory.  But here’s the catch-- before entering, they must sign a contract agreeing not to eat anything.  Talk about temptation!  They are surrounded with candy on all sides!   Will they be able to resist the mouth-watering temptations?  One by one, each child succumbs. Augustus gives in first, but as he kneels to drink from the milk chocolate river, he falls in!   Willy Wonka seems more concerned about contamination of the river than about Augustus’ safety.  Being a large boy, Augustus gets stuck in a pipe, but enough pressure builds to send him rocketing into the fudge room.  
Start at 1:10:02 with “This stuff is terrific.”    Stop at 1:12:54 with “Like the 

Oompah-Lumpah doopidie do.  Doopidie do.

(source:  Videos that Teach by Doug Fields and Eddie James, Zondervan Publishing)
After this clip discuss some of the following with the children:

· How much time did Jesus spend in the desert?  (40days)

· What happened to Jesus there?  (fasted, prayed, tempted by devil)

· What were temptations told in this story?

· What did Jesus mean when he said,  “man does not live by bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God?”  (physical things are not as important as spiritual, we need to depend on God, not try to do everything on our own)

· In the first video, what did Satan show Jesus he could be in charge of?  (all the kingdoms of the world)

· What would Jesus have had to do to have that power?  (worship Satan)

· In the second video what did the children put first?   

· Jesus knew that only God should be worshiped and put first in his life.  What types of things do we “worship” today by giving them priority in our lives and making them more important than God?  (toys, TVs, money, gameboys, video games, computers, etc.)

· What are you most tempted to worship?  What makes it so hard to resist?

· Do you see any similarities between Willy Wonka and Satan – the way they work, how they tempt, their attitudes?

· What happens when we are greedy and selfish?

· Why do you think so many people are not content with what they have?  

· Sometimes too much of a good thing can be bad.  Give examples.

· Think about the first video and our Bible reading.  How did Jesus respond to the temptations?  (resisted them, quoted scripture,  let the Holy Spirit strengthen him)

· Who strengthened Jesus in the desert?  (Holy Spirit within Jesus)

· What else helped Jesus resist temptation?  (his knowledge of the scriptures)

· Why do you think God allowed Satan to tempt Jesus?  (to test his human nature, to strengthen him and prepare him for his ministry, to give us an example to follow)

· How can temptation be a positive or good thing?  (strengthens our faith, helps us lean on God, shows us where we need to grow, helps us become better disciples)

· What can you do to resist temptation?

· Jesus decided to obey God rather than take the easy way out.  Why do you think even Jesus had to obey God?  (to fulfill his plan, to prepare for his ministry, to live a sinless life)

· Whom should you obey?  (parents, teachers, Bible, God) 

Grades 5-6 - Video

The “Jesus” (CBS mini-series)

video clip is about 10 minutes long. 

Begin with John the Baptist baptizing Jesus and end after the temptations with Jesus on his knees in the desert.

Discussion:

Discuss some of the following questions with the children: 

· (from last rotation) Who came down to Jesus when he was baptized?  (Holy Spirit like a dove)

· Who is the Holy Spirit? (God’s presence with us)

· Where did Jesus go after being baptized by John in the River Jordan? (wilderness, desert)

· Describe the wilderness where Jesus went.  (hot, desolate, barren, rocky, hilly, located east of Jerusalem)

· How much time did Jesus spend in the desert?  (40days)

· What happened to Jesus there?  (fasted, prayed, tempted by devil)

· What were the three temptations told in this story?  (food/physical desires, power/bowing down to Satan, miracles/testing God)

· Why did Satan tempt Jesus to turn stones into bread?  (he was hungry from the fast)

· What did Jesus mean when he said,  “man does not live by bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God?”  (physical things are not as important as spiritual, we need to depend on God, not try to do everything on our own)

· What did Satan show Jesus he could be in charge of?  (all the kingdoms of the world)

· What would Jesus have had to do to have that power?  (worship Satan) 

· Jesus knew that only God should be worshiped and put first in his life.  What types of things do we “worship” today by giving them priority in our lives and making them more important than God?  (toys, TVs, money, gameboys, video games, computers, etc.)

· What are you most tempted to worship?

· What did Satan do to try to get Jesus to jump off the pinnacle of the Temple?  (quoted scripture to tell him he wouldn’t be harmed)

· Does  Satan  know  the Bible?  (Yes, he quoted scripture, but twisted its meaning)

· Why did Satan tempt Jesus?  (tried to stop God’s plan for Jesus’ ministry)

· How did Jesus respond to the temptations?  (resisted them, quoted scripture,  let the Holy Spirit strengthen him)

· Which Old Testament book did Jesus quote scripture from when resisting the devil?  (Deuteronomy)

· Which temptation do you think was the most difficult for Jesus to resist?  (no right answer, just explore their answers)

· Who strengthened Jesus in the desert?  (Holy Spirit within Jesus)

· What else helped Jesus resist temptation?  (his knowledge of the scriptures)

· Why do you think God allowed Satan to tempt Jesus?  (to test his human nature, to strengthen him and prepare him for his ministry, to give us an example to follow)

· How can temptation be a positive or good thing?  (strengthens our faith, helps us lean on God, shows us where we need to grow, helps us become better disciples)

· What kind of temptations do you face?

· What can you do to resist temptation?

· Jesus decided to obey God rather than take the easy way out.  Why do you think even Jesus had to obey God?  (to fulfill his plan, to prepare for his ministry, to live a sinless life)

· Whom should you obey?  (parents, teachers, Bible, God) 

Activities:   Temptations of Today Scrapbook
Grades  5-6

Grades 5 and 6 will put together a “Temptations of Today” scrapbook, focusing on temptations we face today.  Each child will illustrate one page for the scrapbook.  This scrapbook will be on display in the Holy Word Theatre for the younger children to view.  Each page should contain a temptation we face today and what one might do to resist that temptation. 

Materials:  Most or all materials can be found be in the supply closet or Raiders of the Lost Art Room (scissors, pens, markers, glue, paper, etc.).  You can use a three ring binder or pronged portfolio to secure the scrapbook pages.  Some children may want to use illustrations from old magazines.  Please supply some magazines to recycle for our scrapbook.  Each individual will have his/her own ideas to give each page a special uniqueness. 

Reflection and Journal Time: The last 10 minutes should be reserved for Journal Reflection time.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens and the journal question sticker for the day.  Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Adults should write in journals as well.  Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children may also copy the memory verse and illustrate.

Journal Questions:

Grades 1-2: Draw a picture of Jesus being tempted.

Grades 3-6: Which temptation do you think was the hardest for Jesus to resist?  Why?

Memory Verse Review Sheets:  If you have extra time, use the attached activities to review the rotation memory verse.

Closing Prayer: Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together.

Clean-up:  Have children throw away their popcorn bags and cups.  Clean out popcorn machine and sweep up any stray kernels.  Put away Bibles, paper, pencils, videos, etc.

Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior permission of parents.  Make sure children are signed out on the classroom clipboards.

WORKSHOP:  SOLID ROCK CAFE 

JESUS’ TEMPTATION - ALONE IN THE DESERT?

Scripture References: 

Luke 4: 1-13, Matthew 4: 1-11, Mark 1: 12-13

 (Jesus is Tempted in the Desert p. 295 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible )




Memory Verse: “It is written: Worship the Lord your God. He is the only one you should serve.” Luke 4:8  (Pg. 296 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Theme:  Resisting temptation by learning God’s Word, Holy Spirit strengthened Jesus and us.

Objectives and Life Application:

· Children will describe the account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert.

· Children will recognize that Jesus was tempted.

· Children will recognize that the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ knowledge of scripture helped him resist temptation.
· Children will recognize that the Bible helps them discern right from wrong.

· Children will recognize that Jesus was obedient to God.


· Children will understand that we must be obedient to God and authorities in our lives.
· Children will describe temptations in their lives.

· Children will discuss ways to resist temptation.

· Children will memorize Luke 4:8
SUPPLIES:

· Sugar

· Flour

· Butter

· Cinnamon

· Baking powder

· Salt

· Milk

· Egg

· Oil

· Vanilla

· Chocolate chips

· 2 Mashed bananas

· measuring cups and spoons

· mixing bowls

· spoons

· fork

· muffin pan

· muffin liners

· napkins or paper towels

· oven mitt

Preparation and Room Set up:

· Place a bowl of Tootsie Rolls on the table. Make a sign saying “Do Not Sample!”   Place it in front of the bowl.

· Do not say anything about the candy, if the children ask, tell them it is for another activity.
Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m. 

Make sure parents sign their child/children in on the class clipboards.

Welcome and Introduction:  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure all children have nametags.   Give the children a simple one or two sentence synopsis of what you will be doing during the workshop.  Tell the children that today they will be learning about Jesus and how Satan tried to tempt Jesus away from God and God’s plan.

Opening Prayer:  

Dear Father In Heaven, Thank you for sending us your Son Jesus Christ to show us how to resist temptation and how we can always be faithful to you.  Help us to know what is right in your eyes and keep us obedient to your word.  In Jesus Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Bible Passage:  

Each workshop begins with the Bible story.  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!   For older children:  Have them locate and read the selected verses.  For younger children:  Have them locate the selected verses.  (Refer to the teacher handout “Helping Children Learn to Use their Bibles for suggestions).  Shepherds can assist the children in locating the stories. 

For Younger children: Read the story “Jesus is Tempted in the Desert,” on pages 295-296 of The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible.  Be sure to read the Did You Know and Let’s Live It  notes on those pages and discuss with the children.  Make sure children understand the meaning of the words:  fast and temptation. 

For Older children:  Tell the children that this Bible story is found in three places (Matthew, Mark and Luke).  Choose either the Matthew or Luke version to read, but older children can practice locating both stories.  Have the children locate the scripture and follow along as you read, or let the children take turns reading aloud.  After reading the text, find the Let’s Live It  note in Matthew 4:1-11 and the Did You Know  note in Luke 4:4.  Read these together and discuss briefly.  
NOTE: As the rotation progresses, the children will become more familiar with the scripture.  Encourage them to find the scripture each week, but be flexible and modify your presentation of this part of the lesson by allowing children to tell the story, pausing to let them fill in the details, add more details, etc.  

Discussion Focus:  Refer to the background information sheet in preparation for classroom discussion.  Make sure the children know what the following words mean:

1.  Fast - to go without food which produces a clarity of mind and spirit.

2.  Temptation - lured to do the wrong thing, take the easy way out.


3.  Satan- the devil, described as an angel of the heavenly court who rebelled against God and became the personification of evil.

Discuss the following ideas with the children:

1.  Who sent Jesus into the desert?  (Holy Spirit)
2.  How much time did Jesus spend in the desert? (40 days)
3.  What were the three temptations told in this story? (food/physical desires,  power or bowing down to Satan, miracles/testing God.)

4.  Why did Satan tempt Jesus to turn stones into bread? (he was hungry from the fast.)

5.  What did Jesus mean when he said “man does not live by bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God? (physical things are not as important as spiritual, we need to depend on God, not try to do everything on our own.)
.

Activity: TEMPTATION ROCKS
(Adapted from a recipe by Maria Stewart-Bates, www.ohio.com/food/kidscooks)

Have all the children wash their hands and put on aprons.


Say to the children:  Temptation is in all of our lives. We just need to recognize it and learn how to resist it.  Learning about God’s law and his scripture, helps us resist temptation.  Jesus showed us that God can help us resist temptation if we learn to lean on him.


Topping:

· 1/2 cup sugar

· 1/3 cup flour

· 1/4 cup butter

· 1 tsp. cinnamon

Let the children help measure, pour in a bowl all of the topping ingredients, stir and mash with a fork, until pea-sized globs form.  Set aside.

BATTER:

· 2 1/3 cups flour

· 2/3 cup sugar

· 4 tsp. baking powder

· pinch of salt

· 1 cup of milk

· 1 large egg

· 1/4 cup oil

· 1 tsp. vanilla

· 1 cup chocolate chips

· 2 mashed bananas

Again, let the children help measure, pour and mix.

In a large bowl, stir together flour, sugar, baking powder and salt.

Add milk, egg, oil and vanilla; stir just until ingredients are moistened.

Stir in chocolate chips and bananas.

Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Place muffin liners into 18 muffin tin cups.

Fill cups 3/4 full.  Sprinkle topping over batter.  Bake for 20-25 minutes.

As you are preparing the above, and while it is baking discuss the following:

· Does Satan know the Bible?  (Yes, he quoted scripture, but twisted its meaning.)

· Why did Satan tempt Jesus?  (tried to stop God’s plan for Jesus’ ministry )

· How did Jesus respond to the temptations? ( resisted them, quoted scripture, let the Holy Spirit strengthen him )

· Which Old Testament book did Jesus quote scripture from when resisting the devil? (Deuteronomy )

· Which temptation do you think was the most difficult for Jesus to resist?  (no right or wrong answer, just explore )

As the temptation rocks are baking, everyone can be cleaning up the cooking utensils.

Memory Verse:  Review the Memory Verse with the children.  Encourage the children to memorize the memory verse for this rotation.  If you have time, you can use the attached memory verse review activity.  

“It is written: Worship the Lord your God. He is the only one you should serve.” Luke 4:8  

(Pg. 296 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

After the rocks are cool.  It is time to eat!

As you are eating, discuss the following:

· What did Satan show Jesus he could be in charge of? (all the kingdoms of the world )

· What would Jesus have to do to have that power? (worship Satan )

· Jesus knew that only God is worthy of his worship and put first in his life.

· What type of things do we “worship” today by putting them first in our lives and making them more important than God?  (toys, TV, money, video games status, computers, etc. )

· What are you most tempted to worship?

· Who can help you resist temptation?  (the Holy Spirit within you )

· What else can help you resist temptation?  (knowledge of the scriptures )

· What would have happened to our temptation rocks, if we had not followed the recipe?  What if we had put in 1/2 cup of salt instead of the sugar for the topping?


· Why is it important to follow directions and obey them?

· Whom should you obey? (God, Bible, parents, teachers)

JOURNAL TIME:

The last 10 minutes should be reserved for Journal and Reflection time.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens and the journal sticker for the day.  Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson. Children may also copy the memory verse and illustrate.

Journal Questions:

Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture of a time you were tempted to do something wrong.

Grades 3-4:  Write about a time you were tempted to do something wrong.

Grades 4-6:  Write about a time you were tempted to do something wrong. Write a prayer asking God to help you with this temptation.

EXTRA ACTIVITY - TEMPTATIONS RELAY

Supplies:

· Large pieces of paper

· Magazines

· Scissors

· Markers

· Tape

· Stop Watch

Prepare two large pieces of paper and place them on the side of the room farthest from the students.  Write the title “Temptation” on one and “Really Big Temptation “ on the other.  Place tape near each piece of paper.

Divide the class into pairs.  Ask the pairs to work together to look through the magazines to find advertisements that tempt people.  As each pair finds and cuts out an ad, have them answer:  What product is this ad trying to sell?  What is the advertisement saying that is tempting?  (you will be popular, have fun, have beautiful hair, look good in certain clothes, and so forth.)  Have the pairs save the pictures they found.

Say:  We face temptations all the time.  Some temptations are bigger than others.  You have four minutes to decide which of your pictures are a temptation, and which are really big temptations; and then tape them to the paper.

Use the stopwatch to time the four minutes.  After all the pictures have been taped, ask for a class opinion which temptations are bigger than others.

 (Adapted from Bible Zone, Abingdon Press)
Closing prayer:  Circle up and hold hands.  Tell the children that you will start the prayer and pass it on to the next child, if anyone does not want to say a prayer, let them squeeze the hand of the next child to pass it on.  When it comes back to you finish the prayer.
As the children leave, hand out the Tootsie Rolls and say:

God blesses those who resist temptation and are obedient.

Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior permission of parents. Make sure parents sign out their children on the class clipboards.

Sunday Morning Live - Drama & Puppetry Workshop

JESUS’ TEMPTATION – ALONE IN THE DESERT!
Themes:  Resisting temptation by learning God’s word and learning that the Holy Spirit strengthened Jesus and strengthens us.
Memory Verse: “It is written: Worship the Lord your God.  He is the only one you should serve.”  Luke 4:8 

(Little Kids’ Adventure Bible pg. 296)

Objectives of this Workshop:  

· Children will describe the account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert.

· Children will recognize that Jesus was tempted.

· Children will recognize that the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ knowledge of scripture helped him resist temptation.

· Children will recognize that the Bible will help them discern right from wrong.

· Children will recognize that Jesus was obedient to God.

· Children will understand that we must be obedient to God and authorities in our lives.

· Children will describe temptation sin their lives.

· Children will discuss ways to resist temptation.

· Children will memorize Luke 4:8.
Preparation and Room Set Up:  Be sure that costumes and jewelry are available for dress up.  Have a container ready from which the children can choose their skit topic.  Paper and pencils should also be available for groups to write their scripts.  You will need the digital camera during this workshop.  Make sure batteries are fresh, and that you are comfortable with its operation.  (see Jaymie if you have questions!)

Scripture References:  Luke 4:1-13, Mark 1:12-13, (Jesus is tempted in the desert, p 295 Little Kids Adventure Bible.)
Begin on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

Welcome and introductions:

Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  (Remember all the children may not know who you are.)  Make sure you are wearing your nametag and that the children are wearing theirs.  Begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children you will be creating short skits that will help us to think about temptation.

Opening Prayer

Always open with prayer.  Dear Lord, every day we are tempted in different ways.  Help us to listen to your word and the Holy Spirit so that we can do what you tell us is right.  Amen.

Bible Passage:

Each workshop begins with the Bible story.  One of our goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!   For older children: Have them locate and read the selected verses.  For younger children:  Have them locate (with help) the selected verses.  Refer to the teacher handout “Helping Children Learn to Use their Bibles” for suggestions. Shepherds can assist the children.  

For Younger children: Read the story “Jesus is Tempted in the Desert,” on pages 295-296 of The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible.  Be sure to read the Did You Know  and Let’s Live It  notes on those pages and discuss with the children.  Make sure children understand the meaning of the words:  fast and temptation. 

For Older children:  Tell the children that this Bible story is found in three places (Matthew, Mark and Luke).  Choose either the Matthew or Luke version to read, but older children can practice locating both stories.  Have the children locate the scripture and follow along as you read, or let the children take turns reading aloud.  After reading the text, find the Let’s Live It  note in Matthew 4:1-11 and the Did You Know  note in Luke 4:4.  Read these together and discuss briefly.  

Teacher Note:  As the rotation progresses, the children will become more familiar with the Bible story.  Make sure the children locate the Bible story in their Bibles, but then be flexible as you lead this part of the lesson.  Allow them to tell you what they remember, or pause as you read and let them fill in the details.  

Discussion Focus:

Say:  Let’s look at some KEY VERSES:
Luke 4:9-12 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the  temple, saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,' and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 


What is the devil trying to make Jesus do?

· jump off a high place 


For what reason?

· to prove that he is the Son of God

What does the devil quote to try and convince Jesus to act?
The Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament - The reference for this quote is Psalm 91:11-12)

For what reasons might this be a temptation for Jesus?
who wouldn’t want to have and to be able to use magic powers!  but Jesus’ mission is to be our Savior not a magician

Review Jesus’ reply. What do you think he is quoting?
The Hebrew Scriptures just like the devil did. These are the scriptures  he would have grown up learning.
Look up Deuteronomy 6:16 
Do not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah. 


What do you think Jesus is trying to say when he refuses to jump?
This is an opinion question… that he does not need to prove who he is or that God would save him or that he has magical powers 

We can be tempted to test God, too, by trying to make God do what we want. Saying please God, save my dog or please God, don’t let me get in trouble for this. Sometimes we even add promises to make our request more enticing. If you’ll do this one thing for me God, I promise I will never ask for anything again. Or, I promise that I will say my prayers every day. Or I promise that I will be nice to my sister… 

This does not mean that we cannot or should not ask God for things in our prayers. There is nothing wrong with being honest with God about what you want. But we must also be open to God showing us that our answer or desire might not be what God intends. Remember, we pray to change ourselves, not to change God. 

Memory Verse: “It is written: Worship the Lord your God.  He is the only one you should serve.”  Luke 4:8 (Little Kids’ Adventure Bible pg. 296).  Children are asked to memorize one memory verse each rotation.  Review the verse with them and if you have extra time, use the attached activity sheet to reinforce the memory verse.

ACTIVITY FOR 5TH & 6TH GRADERS

*IMPORTANT NOTE:  The skits that the 3-4th   and 5-6th graders create will need to be photographed using the digital camera.  Please also jot down a few key points that each group makes in their skit and follow-up discussion.  These pictures and comments will be used in the CyberSpace workshop.

The older children will be asked to choose one of the temptations and make up a skit to perform to class.

Remind the students of the three temptations that Jesus faced; to use his powers to satisfy his own physical needs, to gain worldly power by worshiping the devil, and to do flashy miracles that would have impressed people by testing God.

Divide the class into small groups.  Ask each group to choose one of the temptations Jesus faced.  Then let each group develop a short skit that shows how the devil might tempt Jesus similarly in today’s world.  Let the students perform their skits for the rest of the class.

If the students are having a morning of brain-freeze, they may participate in the activity as described below for the younger children.

(Adapted  from New Invitation:Grades 5-6)

Activity for 1st & 2nd grades, 3rd & 4th grades:

The younger children will be given short ideas for skits and will make up their own skits.
· Have the students pair up or form small groups. 1st and 2nd graders will need an adult as part of their group for guidance – the teacher and/or shepherd will work well.

· Each group picks one example of a test out of the box (or you assign one to each group.)
Prepares a skit that leads up to the quote.

· When each group is ready, perform for the other kids.

· For each skit discuss what the “test” was, why it is tempting to test God in this way, what is wrong about testing God in this way. 

· Discuss what a different prayer for that situation might be. 

Example: If the situation is praying for God to help you pass a test you didn’t study for, it is tempting because you want a good grade, but it would be wrong because you would be lying to the teacher making him/her think you had mastered the material. Instead you might pray, Please God, I know I didn’t study for this test, but help me to think clearly about the questions and not get nervous so that I can remember what was said in class. 

Situations:
Please God, I know I didn’t study for this test, but I won’t get to watch TV all next week if I don’t make at least a B on it. Help me pass! 

Please God, let me get a color game boy for my birthday. If you do, I promise I will read my Bible just as much as I play with it! 

Please God, my cat got hit by a car. The vet is trying to help him, but things don’t look so good. If you make him well, I promise I’ll never tease my little brother again! 

Please God, don’t let my mom find out that I broke her Chinese vase. I promise I’ll never play football in the house again or run or slam a door or anything just as long as I don’t get in trouble for this. 

Please God, help my team win this game so that we can play in the championships. 

Please God, make Sally/Bill trip in the lunchroom and fall with his/her tray and make a fool of him/herself. She/he has been spreading rumors about me and I want to get revenge! 

(Source:  Kingswood UMC, Atlanta Georgia, posted at rotation.org)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reflection Time:  Faith journals and memory verse stickers are used during the last 10 minutes of each class session.  Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens.  Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  This time is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children can copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.  Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  

Journal Questions:

Grades 1-2: Jesus obeyed God in the desert.  Draw a picture of someone you should obey.
Grades 3-4:  Even in the wilderness Jesus obeyed God.  Who are others we should obey?  Why is it important to obey them?
Grades 5-6:  Sometimes we don’t want to obey parents, teachers, etc. because we want to do things our own way.  Why do you think Jesus had to obey God?  Who should you obey?

Closing Prayer:

Gather the children together at the end of the class.  Share reminders about upcoming events.  Remind them to bring their Bibles to class and encourage them to bring their friends to the G.R.E. A.T. Adventure.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together.  

Clean up:  Encourage the children to take responsibility for putting away costumes, props, and other supplies to help keep our rooms neat and orderly.

Release children only to parents or by prior arrangement with them.  Make sure parents sign their children out on classroom clipboards.

