SSUMC Children’s
G.R.E.A.T. Adventure
God’s love Reaching Exciting Assuring Transforming the Lives of Kids!
Rotation Overview

Easter:  Jesus in the Garden

(This lesson set created and copyrighted by State Street UMC, Bristol, VA , 2002.  Permission granted to copy materials for non-commercial use, provided credit is given to State Street UMC.)

Scripture References:   Matthew 26:36-46 (paraphrase the rest of the Easter story), Mark 14:32-42, Luke 22:39-46, John  17.  Grades 1-2:  The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible  is based upon the Mark scripture,  “Jesus Prays in Gethsemane,” found on page 347.  

Special Bible Notes:  Let’s LIve It   “Praying When You Are Hurting”

Memory Verse:   “Everything is possible for you.  Take this cup of suffering away from me.  But let what you want be done, not what I want.”  Mark 14:36 (page 347 - Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Themes:  Prayer, obedience, Easter story

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will accurately place Jesus’ last  night in the Easter story. (HWT, SML)

· Children will identify the location of the Mount of Olives/Garden of Gethsemane outside Jerusalem’s walls.  (CyberSpace)

· Children will describe the events of Jesus’ last night in the Garden of Gethsemane. (all)

· Children will discuss and describe Jesus’ prayer life. (RLA)

· Children will recognize that prayer helps during difficult situations.  (RLA)

· Children will describe Jesus’ prayers that night.  (RLA, SML)

· Children will discuss ways prayer has helped them personally.  (RLA, SML)

· Children will understand that difficult times come to everyone.  (All)

· Children will recognize that Jesus turned to the Father during his difficult times.  (All)

· Children will discuss how times of suffering can bring strength.  (RLA, SML)

· Children will recognize that Jesus was obedient to God even when it meant his death. (All)

· Children will recognize the they must be obedient to God and other authorities in their lives.  (All)

· Children will  explain why God’s will was for Jesus to die.   (ALL!)

· Children will memorize Mark 14:36 (All).

Overview of the Workshops: 

Music:   This is the Day that the Lord has Made,  Alive, Alive, 

Raiders of the Lost Art: mosaic flower pot

Focus:  prayer, Easter symbols

Sunday Morning Live:  act out story 
Focus:  events in the garden

CyberSpace:  Review entire Easter story  by playing Fall of Jericho review game
Focus:   sequencing events of story
Holy Word Theatre:  view Agony in the Garden  from series Jesus:  A Kingdom without Frontiers (all age groups will watch together).  

Focus:  obedience, sequencing events of story   
Background Information
This rotation is our Easter rotation.  Because the Easter story  is repeated each year, we  focus on a particular aspect of it each year.  This year we will focus on the story of Jesus’ last night in the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives.  Even though we emphasize a certain aspect of the story, it’s important that the children hear the rest of the story.  Paraphrase, briefly describe or allow the children to tell the remainder of the Easter story including Jesus’ trial, crucifixion and resurrection.  

Jesus’ relationship with God, the Father, was dependent on prayer.  Jesus’ ministry was infused with prayer and many times, especially before major decisions, he spent time alone, even complete nights alone in prayer.  HIs disciples had observed this and curious, perhaps even hungry to have that deep a prayer life themselves, asked Jesus how they should pray.  Thus, the Lord’s Prayer.   

Now we see Jesus on his last night on earth.  Having just finished the Passover meal with his disciples he knows that the time is short and he is compelled to spend time with the Father.  He and his remaining disciples (Judas is gone)  head to the Mount of Olives to pray.  According to Luke, Jesus came here often to pray.  The Mount of Olives is a short distance from the eastern walls of Jerusalem.  Gethsemane,which means oil press, was probably an enclosed spot within the many groves of olive trees located on this hillside.  

Jesus knew what was coming.  He asked his disciples to come with him and to spend time in prayer as well, praying that they would not come into temptation and fall away during the difficult times ahead.   Jesus brings Peter, James and John a little further into the garden and asks them to “Stay here.  Keep watch.”   Jesus headed  even further into the garden and fell to the ground in prayer.  John 17 records Jesus’ prayers for himself, his disciples and for all future believers.   The other gospels describe a time of intense agony and great distress as Jesus faces the upcoming trials.  Three times he returns to his disciples to find them sleeping.  Why did Jesus continue to return to the disciples when it was obvious they were unable to stay awake?  Some commentators believe that this reflects Jesus’ concern for his disciples, for even in his time of greatest sorrow, Jesus was concerned with their spiritual welfare and readiness for the trials ahead.  Certainly  Jesus’ prayer in John 17, indicates his great compassion and concern for the disciples.  

Why could the disciples not stay awake?  Were they drowsy from the heavy Passover meal?  Perhaps exhausted from the emotions of the previous week?  Or maybe simply unaware (so often they were clueless about what was really taking place) of the imminent danger to their beloved teacher.   

On the most difficult night of his life, Jesus is left alone to face the future without the fellowship of his friends.  The gospels of Mark, Matthew and Luke describe the scene.  Jesus prostrates himself on the ground , indicating  his submission to God’s will, but his words describe his anguish:  “Abba . . . Everything is possible for you.  Take this cup of suffering away from me.”  Abba -- Jesus uses this intimate, personal term to address God, the Father, reflecting a relationship of absolute trust.  A similar word for us might be the term “Daddy” or “Papa.”   

The “cup of suffering” Jesus describes, refers to what he is about to experience.   The use of the word “cup” in this way  reflects a concept of biblical hospitality where the guest receives the wine cup from his host.  (just as Jesus’ disciples had received from him during the recent Passover meal).  God pours into our “cups” blessings and provisions as well as wrath and judgment, depending on the state of the recipient’s heart in relation to God.   This shows a cup of judgment and a sense of inevitability:   the wine must be drunk by the one for whom it is poured.  The cup can be thought of as a symbol of God’s plan for one’s life.

Was Jesus afraid to die?  Is death the “cup of suffering” Jesus asks God to remove?   Certainly the prospect of a gruesome death by crucifixion was horrible to consider.  Was he worried about his disciples and followers?  What would become of them?  Would they be strong enough to do the task he had given them?  Would they understand?  Was this the proper time?   Should he just walk away (as he had done before when in danger such as in Nazareth at the beginning of his ministry when the crowds tried to throw him off a cliff)?   Should he call on those “legions of angels” that would come to his aid as he told the soldiers upon his arrest?  

Many commentators believe that the above concerns were not enough to bring about the “great distress” and “troubled unto death” anguish that Jesus felt.  Many Christian martyrs have faced similar gruesome deaths with calmness and serenity.  Jesus had already experienced the rejection of friends and religious leaders.   Jesus knew that his purpose was to come into the world to die.  The greatest anguish and agony Jesus experienced was his knowledge that during this upcoming time of his sacrificial death, he would take on the sins of the world (2 Corinthians 5:21).   A  Holy God cannot look upon sin -- which is why we are separated from God without the cross.  God’s face would necessarily be hidden from Jesus as the cup of God’s wrath was poured out upon him and satisfied for eternity.  The Old Testament describes the cup of God’s wrath being reserved for punishing the unrighteous, but here we see Jesus, the perfectly righteous one, receiving it in our place.  This is the establishment of the new covenant.   This was Jesus’ greatest agony.  Never before in all eternity had he been separated from God, the Father.  But in order to accomplish God’s will and accomplish his earthly mission, this was the cup he must drink.  

 Luke describes, “And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly, and HIs sweat became like great drops of blood falling down upon the ground.”   But Jesus is in a position of submission.  He is prostrate on the ground as he completes his prayer  “ . . . but not my will but yours be done.”  Jesus shows us that questioning God is allowed, but our attitude must be one of submissive servants and a willingness to obey that which God requires.   When Jesus submits to the Father’s will, despite his great sorrow and trepidation, he is comforted.  Luke describes an angel who comes to comfort and strengthen Jesus.

Obedience is a much maligned concept in our society.  We all (adults and children alike) want to do our own thing, be our own boss, control our own lives.  We must all realize that even Jesus was obedient to God, the Father.  Jesus learned obedience through what he suffered, and his perfect obedience became the source of our salvation.   Obedience, tested by  trials is perfected.    Lee Smith, Bible commentator,               describes this state of perfection as having  “nothing necessarily to do with sinlessness but with being completed and proven.  It’s that place a believer comes to when he can honestly say that he will obey anything the Father asks of him because he’s been through the hardest trial that he could ever have imagined possible.”   Thus our faith is perfected through experiencing trials and remaining obedient, just as Jesus did.  The lesson for believers is that through the darkest tribulations or the richest blessings our wills must be subject to the will of God.  We must obey God for who He is, not for what we receive from Him.  

After Jesus’ third visit to the sleeping disciples, the time for prayer is over.  His decision has been made.  He will endure the cross and all that it entails.   As the soldiers approach, Jesus wakes his disciples for a third time, “Enough.  The hour has come.”  Jesus walks forward to meet the band of soldiers led by Judas who indicates Jesus is the one they seek with a betraying kiss.  John’s gospel describes Jesus taking the initiative as he comes forward to meet the soldiers, asking them, “Whom do you seek?”    “I AM he,” Jesus replied, and John describes the words as so powerful that the soldiers are knocked backward and fall off their feet.   Peter  pulls his sword and cuts off the ear of the high priest’s servant, but Jesus rebukes him, saying, “Put your sword away!  Whoever lives by the sword dies by the sword.”  And then in a declaration of his obedience to the Father he says, “Shouldn’t I drink the cup of suffering the Father has given me?”

The Rest of the Story:  Jesus is taken away by the soldiers.  HIs disciples flee into the darkness, fearful that they will be arrested too.  (Jesus knew what he was praying about for them earlier!).  He then faces interrogation by the high priests and Pilate and ultimately is sentenced to death on the cross.  While on the cross we see Jesus still compassionate and caring of others as he speaks to the thief beside him, and asks John to care for his mother.   He also calls out, quoting Psalm 22, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”   After his death, Jesus was taken from the cross, placed hurriedly in  a tomb (the Sabbath was fast approaching) and left there with Roman soldiers guarding his tomb.  Sunday morning, several women went to the tomb to complete the burial preparation of Jesus’ body, but much to their surprise, the stone covering the entrance to the tomb was rolled away.  “He is not here.  He has risen!”    Sin first entered the world in a garden.  Jesus accepted his cup in a garden.  Jesus was placed in a tomb and rose again from a garden.   The Easter story . . . God’s plan of salvation for all who believe! 

Additional Comments:  Young children may wonder why Jesus didn’t leave when he had the chance.  He had the power to do so;  he had escaped difficult times in the past.  He had used his power to heal and perform many miracles.  Why did Jesus have to die?  This is the foundation of our Christian beliefs.  Jesus accepted this “cup of suffering and death” as part of God’s plan.  He was obedient, even though it was the hardest thing he had ever done.  Children must make choices every day.  Families are faced with many demands on their time.  Standing up for what is right can be extremely difficult and can require life-style sacrifices.   Our children must see that Jesus is our example.  When faced with his anguishing choice, Jesus turned to God in prayer.  He was obedient to God.  Our children can turn to God with their troubles as well.  God did not remove the cup from Jesus and God does not always keep bad things from happening to us.  But God is always with us, no matter what.  His presence is a comfort and a strength just as it was for Jesus.

Sources:   New Invitation, Spring 1994, 1995, Abingdon Press;  Jim Kerlin,  Gethsemane:  www.childrensermons.com;   Mark A. Copeland, Christian Classics Ethereal Library, The Garden of Gethsemane;  Lee Smith, Old Doctrines, New Light:  The Gospel of Matthew:  Gethsemane, Suffering to Perfection, The Cup and the Agony, Did Jesus Doubt?, www.arlev.clara.net.
Ideas for Discussion:
· What had Jesus and his disciples been doing before this story begins?  (eating the Last Supper)

· What did Jesus often go off alone to do?  (to pray)

· What special prayer did Jesus teach the disciples when they asked how they should pray?  (Lord’s Prayer)

· Where did Jesus go?  (Garden of Gethsemane, on Mount of Olives)

· Where was this garden located?  (outside the walls of Jerusalem)

· Why did Jesus go to the garden? (to pray)

· What did Jesus want to talk to God about? (what was coming)

· When do you pray?  

· What types of things do you pray for?

· What did Jesus ask the disciples to do?  (wait and pray with him)

· Who did he take farther into the garden?  (Peter, James and John)

· What did he ask these disciples to do?  (wait and pray with him, pray that they wouldn’t be tempted)

· What did the disciples do?  (they fell asleep)

· Why do you think they couldn’t stay awake and be with Jesus?  (tired, didn’t understand, etc.)

· Describe Jesus’ prayers in the garden.  (his anguish, his loneliness, his fears, his posture)

· How did Jesus address God?  Why did he call Him that?    (Abba, showed his close relationship with God)

· What did Jesus ask God to do?  (remove this cup, protect his disciples and all believers)

· What did Jesus mean by “this cup of suffering?”  (God’s plan for him, his death)

· Why do you think Jesus was in such agony?  (worry, thinking about his death, fear of separation from God)

· How did Jesus finish his prayer to God?  (what you want, not what I want)

· What happened when Jesus decided to obey God?  (angel came and comforted and strengthened him)

· Why do you think even Jesus had to do hard things?  (trials help us grow, make us strong, etc.)

· What are some hard things you have faced? 

· How can prayer strengthen and help you during those times?  (God promises to always be with us)

· How many times did Jesus try to wake the disciples?  (three times)

· How do you think Jesus felt when the disciples couldn’t stay awake?  (frustrated, lonely, worried)

· Why do you think Jesus kept going back to wake them up?  (he loved them and wanted them to pray to be ready for what he knew was coming, he wanted them to be with him during this hard time)

· What happened after the third time Jesus went back to wake the disciples?  (the soldiers came)

· Who betrayed Jesus and how?  (Judas with a kiss)

· What did Peter do?  (cut off the ear of a soldier)

· What did Jesus do?  (healed the man, went with the soldiers)

· What did the disciples do?  (ran away)

· How do you think the disciples felt?  (ashamed, scared)

· Describe a time you have felt too scared to do the right thing.  What did you do?

· What happened then to Jesus and his disciples then?  (trial, crucifixion, death, resurrection -  disciples ran away, hung back, Peter denied Jesus)

KEY QUESTIONS!!!  This is the whole purpose of Easter -- kids should be able to answer these!

· Why did Jesus have to die?  (to atone/make up for our sins and allow us to be reunited with God forever)  

· Why do you think Jesus was willing to die?  (he loved us, wanted us to be reunited with God, knew this was God’s plan and he wanted to obey)

Definitions - Words to Know:  

Abba - Aramaic term for father, similar to our use of “Daddy,”  Jesus referred to God in this way

Gethsemane - means “olive press,” a grove of olive trees found on the Mount of Olives outside Jerusalem

Cup - refers often to suffering/distress, the plans God has for one’s life

Sin - doing wrong things, what keeps us separate from God

Cyber Space - Computer Workshop

Easter - Agony in the Garden!

Scripture References:
· Matthew 26:36-46 (paraphrase the rest of the Easter story)

· Mark 14:32-42

· Luke 22:39-46

· John 17

Grades 1-2:  The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible is based upon the Mark scripture,  “Jesus Prays in Gethsemane,” found on page 347.  

Memory Verse:   “Everything is possible for you.  Take this cup of suffering away from me.  But let what you want be done, not what I want.”  Mark 14:36 (page 347 - Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Themes:  Prayer, obedience, Easter story

Objectives and Life Application: 
· Children will identify the location of the Mount of Olives/Garden of Gethsemane outside Jerusalem’s walls. 

· Children will describe the events of Jesus’ last night in the Garden of Gethsemane.

· Children will recognize that Jesus was obedient to God even when it meant his death.

· Children will recognize they must be obedient to God and other authorities in their lives.

· Children will explain why God’s will was for Jesus to die.  

· Children will retell the main events of the Easter story including arrest, trial, crucifixion, death and resurrection.

· Children will memorize Mark 14:36 (All).

Preparation and Room Set Up:
· Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

· Gather the necessary CDs and review prior to class.  

· Make copies of the handout of Important Bible Words for grades 3-4 and 5-6.

· Preview the Fall of Jericho game to become familiar with how it works.

· Preview Wordy to become familiar with it.

· Turn computers on prior to class arrival, place CDs at each computer station.

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

Time Guidelines:


Introductions/Opening Prayer:  5 minutes


Bible Passage/Brief Discussion:
5 minutes


Computer Exploration:
10-20 minutes


Fall of Jericho Computer Game:
20 minutes


Reflection/Closing Prayer: 10 minutes

Software to be used:
· Life and Ministry of Jesus  (Grades 1-2)

· Life of Christ (Grades 3-4, 5-6)

· Fall of Jericho Computer Game (you don’t need the CD to operate) 

· Wordy (optional if you have extra time)

Welcome and Introductions:  Gather the children together at the large center table with their Bibles. Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Remember that workshop leaders rotate often and the children may not know you.  

Tell the children that today you will be learning about Jesus’ last week with his disciples before his crucifixion and death.  This is sometimes called Holy Week or Passion Week.  You will review this on the computer and then play a computer game to see how much you remember.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  We thank you for sending Jesus to be our savior.  Help us to grow more like him everyday.  AMEN”  

Bible Passage:  Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!  Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.    Shepherds should assist the children in locating stories.  (Refer to your teacher handout “Helping Children Use Bibles in the Classroom”)  

Be sure to point out and discuss the following Bible notes:


Let’s Live It:  Pray When You are Hurting (Luke version for older children)


Did You Know?  Did Jesus ever say he was God?  (Luke version for older children)


Did You Know?  What did Jesus ask God to do for his followers?  (John version for older children)

For older children:  Today’s lesson is located in all four gospels.   Choose the gospel you prefer to tell the story.  The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible uses the Mark version.  The computer software uses the Luke version. You might want to have the older children locate the story in each gospel, but only read or review one version.  Tell them that they will use the computer software to explore more of the story.   Have them note Jesus’ prayer in John’s gospel.   (It’s long -- you may not want to read the entire thing -- but the Did You Know note mentions it)  

For younger children:  Have them locate the selected story (Jesus Prays in Gethsemane and Jesus is Arrested on pages 347-348 of Little Kids’ Adventure Bible).    Have them follow along in their Bibles as you read or tell in your own words, the story.   

NOTE:  As the rotation progresses, children will become more familiar with the Bible passage.  This is a great opportunity to let them tell you what they know.  You can then fill in any gaps, add additional details, or take the discussion to deeper levels.  This is one of the advantages of the rotation model!    Remember, this is a brief review of what they have been learning.  They will explore in more depth on the computer!

Memory Verse:  Locate and review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation.   HINT:  They will see this later on in the lesson!

 “Everything is possible for you.  Take this cup of suffering away from me.  But let what you want be done, not what I want.”  Mark 14:36 

(page 347 - Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

If you have extra time at the end of the workshop, review the memory verse using the attached verse review game or by using Wordy, the computer scripture memory and review game.  
Computer Exploration: Life of Christ CD

Grades 3-4, 5-6
Preparation:   

· Make copies of the attached Did You Know Worksheet for each child.

· Set out pencils and Bibles at each computer work station. 

· Children will review the Easter story.  

· Children will fill out the accompanying worksheet  for this lesson. 

Divide the children into groups of two to three at computer stations.  Each child should have a turn at the mouse -- you may need to divide the time period to facilitate sharing.   This is important!  One of the biggest complaints the kids have about the CyberSpace workshop is that they don’t get equal opportunity at the mouse!  Christians share!

Tips for Computer Teachers:
Encourage the children to SLOW DOWN when searching through the software.  They tend to skim through quickly, without reading and absorbing the information.  

Encourage them to talk together in their small groups about the questions posed in the various links.  

Remind them that they will see this information later in the computer game and they will do better on the game if they pay attention now. 

Try to sit with your students as you go through the software together.  The lesson is not what’s on the computer.  It’s what you and the students do with what’s on the computer.  

Guide your students through the content, share yourself and facilitate their sharing with each other. 

Model your enthusiasm for the Word of God.  

The Shepherd can also sit with the children, although the Shepherd is not expected to teach the lesson.

Software and Navigation Tips

Life of Christ CD  

(Spend about 15-20 minutes on this part of the lesson)

· Insert Life of Christ CD and click on the icon on the desktop. 

· Click on New Exploration

· Type in your name/name of your group

· Click on Globe on top of file cabinet in Professor’s office.

· Move to Life of Christ column -- click on ‘Passion Week in Jerusalem.’

· Listen to the narration of the last week of Jesus.  Click arrow to forward to next slide when narrator stops (there are 8 slides total).

· Return to office (move to far left of screen and click on office)

· Click on Professor’s Bookshelf on the left hand side of the screen.

· Click on Bible Time Line (a book on the shelf)

· Click and listen to Passion Week (one slide only)

· Click BACK button to return to Professor’s Bookshelf.
Did You Know?  Worksheet
Click on Bible Words (a book on the shelf)

Look up the words listed on the left of your worksheet.  (they are found at the left side of the screen, listed alphabetically)

Read the information at the right side of the screen and fill in the blanks on the worksheet.

After completing the worksheet, return to office and quit program.

HINT:  You might want to copy these navigational tips for each computer station or write them on the white board in the classroom. 

Computer Exploration:  Grades 1-2
Divide the children into groups of two to three at computer stations.  Each child should have a turn at the mouse -- you may need to divide the time period to facilitate sharing.  This is important!  One of the biggest complaints the kids have about the CyberSpace workshop is that they don’t get equal opportunity at the mouse!   Christians share!

Explain to the children that they will listen to the stories on the computer 

After listening to the stories, they will play a review game (Fall of Jericho)

Tips for Computer Teachers:
· Encourage the children to SLOW DOWN when searching through the software.  They tend to skim through quickly, without reading and absorbing the information.  

· Encourage them to talk together in their small groups about the questions posed in the various links.  

· Remind them that they will see this information later in the computer game and they will do better on the game if they pay attention now. 

· Try to sit with your students as you go through the software together.  The lesson is not what’s on the computer.  It’s what you and the students do with what’s on the computer.  

· Guide your students through the content, share yourself and facilitate their sharing with each other.

· Model your enthusiasm for the Word of God.  

· The Shepherd can also sit with the children, although the Shepherd is not expected to teach the lesson.
Software and Navigation Tips

Life and Ministry of Jesus CD

(Spend about 10 - 15 minutes on this part of the lesson)

· Insert the Life and Ministry of Jesus CD into the computers.

· Click on ‘Hall of Fame.’

· Click on ‘Life of Jesus Exhibit’ (the right side of the screen).

· Click on the finger (on the bottom right) twice to scroll to the proper story.

· Click on ‘Last Supper’ and listen to the narration.

· Click the next picture, Jesus is arrested, and listen to the narration.

· Click the finger at the lower right to go to the next page.

· Click the next picture, The Crucifixion, and listen to the narration.

· Click the next picture, The Resurrection, and listen to the narration.

· After finishing the stories, exit the program.

NOTE:  At the end of class, if you have extra time, children may want to return to this CD and play some of the games, or do some of the puzzles.
Fall of Jericho 3-D 

(Game should take about 15-20 minutes)

This is really neat software that allows you to create your own review game.  Players leave Egypt, travel through the wilderness and make it into the Promised Land, advancing by answering questions correctly.  The first player to arrive in Jericho watches the walls fall down. 

Note:  Younger children should be able to play the game, although they may need to be paired with a shepherd or older child to help read the questions. 

IMPORTANT:  Before playing make sure the following Options are checked:  Sequential Play, Wrong Answer Try Again, All level difficulty questions (easy, medium and hard).  

· Open Fall of Jericho program by clicking on the icon on the desktop.

· Click File

· Click New Game

· Click “A File you made yourself”

· Click Jesus in the Garden.

· Enter the number of players, names and characters and begin play.

· Be sure to click OK after choosing your answer. 

· If you don’t know the answer look it up using the scripture reference in the question. 

· Read the comments displayed at the bottom of the screen when the answers are given.  They are hints to later questions.

Important Notes on Cooperative Playing!  
In order to go through the entire set of questions (see attached sheet) you will need to have 2-3 players per  computer station.  (up to four can play at a station but with four players the game will take a LONG time and the question set will repeat two to three times - 2 players per station is probably ideal.)  

· Kids should play as a team (this is more welcoming for visitors and infrequent attendees).

· Each team competes against other teams (computer stations) to see which team finishes first.

· Teams should work together to come up with correct answers.

· Teams should read the comments at the bottom of the question because these are hints for upcoming questions!  

· If a team doesn’t know an answer, encourage them to look up the scripture references, rather than just guess.   

· If it looks like one team is really smoking the rest, you can switch around the teams.   If you do this often enough the kids will get used to it and quit grumbling.   

· If teams run through the entire question sequence, and still are not in the promised land, the sequence begins again.  (So tell them to pay attention to everyone’s questions, because they may see them again!) 

Reflection and Journal Time (All Groups):  The last 10 minutes should be reserved for Journal Reflection time.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned. Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens and the journal question sticker for the day.    Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Adults should write in journals as well.   Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children may copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.   

Grades 1-2:  Draw a part of the Easter story that you have learned about.  

Grades 3-6: Jesus was punished even though he never sinned.  Have you ever been punished for something you didn’t do?  Write about that time.

 If you have extra time:
Review the memory verse with the attached memory review sheets.

Let the children use Wordy to review the memory verse.

Change the groups and play Fall of Jericho again!

Let the teams come up with some new and different questions and I’ll add them to the game!  

Optional Activity 

Wordy Scripture Memory Review CD

(this software is a little tricky until you get used to it-- if the kids get frustrated, move on to something else!)  Use this software to have the kids unscramble the rotation’s memory verse.  Once they have done that a few times, they can review previous rotation’s memory verses as well (see below)

To review present Bible memory verse:

· Insert Wordy CD 

· Click on WordyWin in program file

· Select number of players

· Type in names

· Would you like to check on these?  Click Yes.

· Begin with present verse set “Wordy” (to left) and present version set on “jbp”

· Click done

· Press “go” to start game

· Select door 1 - mode 1

· Click “Start”

· Click on words to put verse in order.

· Go through different modes.

· To exit, return to “Go”

To review previous Bible memory verses:
Click on VER and type in rev (for review!)

Repeat the above steps to return to the game.

There are now a series of verses that they can review.

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together. 

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Journals and nametags and put away.  Clean up computer stations replacing CDs in correct cases.  

Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents.  Make sure parents sign their children out on class clipboards.
Jesus in the Garden - Did You Know?

Grades 3-4, 5-6

Directions:  

· Go to the Professor’s Bookshelf and click on Bible Words.  

· Find the words listed on the left of the worksheet by scrolling through the dictionary.  

· Read the information and fill in the blanks.

Word to Find

Last Supper

This meal was Jesus’ last meal with his ______________. It took place during the ____________________ feast. We remember this meal in the church today when we have __________________________.

Lamb of God

Each year at ___________________ the priest sacrificed a lamb to make up for people’s sins.  The Israelites remembered the Angel of Death “passing over” their homes when they were slaves in Egypt.  Calling Jesus the Lamb of God means that Jesus died as a final sacrifice for our _______________.

Sin

Sin means  ________________  _______   ___________ of God’s perfect standard, doing things our way rather than God’s way.  Sin separates us from a holy, perfect God.

Mount of Olives


The Mount of Olives is a mountain found just outside the city of _____________________.  It has gardens and _________________ groves.  The Garden of ________________________________ is found there.  This is where Jesus prayed the night he was arrested.

Agony

To be in agony means to have a struggle that causes terrible  ________________, _____________________ , ______________________  or ____________________ .  Jesus was in so much agony that his sweat was like drops of ______________________.  Jesus was in agony because he knew that taking on our sins at the cross would separate him from  _____________ during that time.  

I AM

When Moses asked God what his name was, God said, _______________ .  Jesus used this name for himself letting people know that he was God in human flesh.  

Blasphemy

Blasphemy means to _______________   ____________ about God.  The penalty for blasphemy was ___________. By calling himself I AM  and by forgiving _____________ , Jesus let the Jews know that he was equal with God.  This is why the Jews wanted Jesus to die.  

EXTRA CREDIT!

On Sunday morning, after Jesus died on the cross and was in the tomb, what amazing thing happened?

___________________________________________.

Fall of Jericho Questions - Agony in the Garden

1.  On Jesus’ last night with his disciples, he ate a special meal called:  (Luke 22:8 Did you Know note)

1. Thanksgiving dinner

2. Last Supper

3. The Holy Meal

4. The Birthday Bash

We still celebrate this meal in the church today by having communion.  

2.  Jesus was in this town to celebrate the Passover with his disciples.  

1. Nazareth

2. Bethlehem

3. Capernauum

4. Jerusalem

The Passover was a great feast that the Jewish people celebrated to remember God delivering them out of Egypt and slavery.

3.  After they ate, Jesus took his disciples to (Luke 22:39, Mark 14:32)

1. The walls of Jerusalem

2. The Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives

3. The Jordan River to be baptized

4. The top of the Temple

Olive trees still grow at this site today.

4.  Gethsemane means:

1. beautiful garden

2. stony ground

3. olive press

4. garden of figs

5.  In the Garden, Jesus went off alone to  (Mark 14:32)

1. think about who his real friends were

2. play a card game

3. pray

4. wonder which other disciples would betray him

Jesus often went off alone to pray, so this was not unusual.

6.  What did the disciples do? (Mark 14:37)

1. followed Jesus asking him questions

2. fell asleep

3. ran away because they were scared of the dark

4. argued about who was Jesus’ best friend

How do you think Jesus felt that on his last night, his best friends couldn’t stay awake to pray with him?

7.  What was Jesus praying about in the Garden?  (John 17)

1. himself

2. his disciples

3. the world

4. all of the above

8.  When Jesus prayed he called God “Abba” which means:  (Mark 14:36)

1. I worship you O mighty God

2. Creator of the World

3. Daddy or Papa

4. short for Abracadabra

Using this term for God was VERY unusual.  It showed that Jesus had a very special relationship with God, the Father.

9.  What did Jesus ask God to take away from him? (Luke 22:42)

1. his old clothes

2. his crown of thorns

3. his unbelieving disciples

4. the cup of suffering

In Bible times the “cup” symbolized God’s plans -- good things for people who did good, bad things for people who sinned.  

10.  In the Bible the cup is a symbol for

1. God’s plan for us

2. the best wine

3. never being thirsty again

4. celebrating with friends

Jesus didn’t deserve this “cup of suffering” that he was asked to drink because he never sinned.

11.  We know Jesus was very sad and upset because  (Luke 22:41-44)

1. the Bible tells us

2. his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground

3. he laid out flat on the ground when he prayed

4. all of the above

12.   How did Jesus finish his prayer to God?  (Luke 22:42)

1. He got mad and yelled at God

2. He said, not what I want, but what you want

3. He fell asleep like the disciples and didn’t finish praying

4. The soldiers came and interrupted his prayer

Jesus showed that it’s most important to be obedient to God, even when it’s hard.

13.   What happened when Jesus decided to obey God?  (Luke 22:41-44)

1. The heavens opened and a great light came down

2. Voices from heaven said “This is my beloved son, I am well-pleased.”

3. An angel came and comforted and strengthened him

4. All of his disciples woke up and came to be with him

14.  How many times did Jesus try to wake the disciples?  (Mark 14:32-39)

1. once

2. twice

3. three times

4. the Bible doesn’t tell us

Why do you think the disciples couldn’t stay awake?

15.  What happened after Jesus tried to wake the disciples for the third time?

1. the sun came up

2. a great earthquake hit the garden

3. the soldiers came to arrest Jesus

4. he discovered the disciples had all run away

16.  Who betrayed Jesus to the soldiers?  (Mark 14:43)

1. his disciple John

2. his disciple Peter

3. his friend Lazarus

4. his disciple Judas

17.  How did the soldiers know which one was Jesus?  (Mark 14:44)

1. Judas pointed to him and yelled, “He’s the one!”

2. Judas kissed him

3. All the disciples ran away, so it was obvious it must be Jesus

4. The disciples slept through the whole thing and only Jesus was awake

18.  What did Peter do when the soldiers first came?  (John 18:10)

1. ran away

2. said “I’ve never seen this guy before”

3. cut off one of the priest’s ears with his sword

4. dragged Jesus to safety

After Peter cut off the high priest’s ear, Jesus healed it.

19.  After Jesus was taken away, what did the disciples do?   Luke 22:54) 

1. followed but stayed at a distance 

2. followed along arguing with the soldiers

3. fought with the soldiers

4. begged Jesus to do another miracle

20.  Why did the disciples not stay with Jesus?  

1. they wanted to go home and sleep in their own beds

2. they were hungry

3. they were scared that the soldiers would arrest them too

4. they needed some exercise

21.  Where did the soldiers take Jesus?  (Luke 22:54)

1. to a different place in the Garden

2. to his hometown of Nazareth

3. back to the River Jordan to be baptized again

4. to the high priest and the governor for a trial

22.  Jesus was sentenced to die by crucifixion.  This means that:  (Luke 23:26, Life in Bible Times note)

1. he was stoned by all the people

2. he was nailed to a cross

3. he was shot by a firing squad

4. he was beaten to death

23.  Jesus told his disciple Peter that before the rooster crowed he would deny Jesus how many times:  (Mark 14:29-30)

1. once

2. twice

3. three times

4. four times

How did Peter feel when he heard that rooster crow?

24.  Before Jesus was nailed to the cross, he was:  (Mark 15:  Life in Bible Times note)

1. beaten with a whip

2. given a  chance to meet with his friends

3. taken for a haircut

4. stoned

Prisoners were whipped to weaken them so they would die faster on the cross.

25.  Nailing someone to the cross was a terrible death for the worst criminals, but Jesus never did anything wrong.  Why did Jesus have to die?  (HINT:  who is the Lamb of God? John 1:29 Did You Know note)

1. To save us from our sins so we could be together with God again

2. Because people didn’t believe him

3. Because all the people then were bad

4. Because the soldiers lied about Jesus

26.  Sin is:  (use the dictionary)

1. disobeying God

2. doing wrong things

3. what keeps us apart from a perfect, holy God

4. all of the above

27.    Jesus was God, the Son, so he could have saved himself.  Why didn’t he?

1. he loved us so much he was willing to die for us

2. to give us eternal life

3. he knew it was God’s plan and he wanted to obey God, the Father

4. all of the above

28.  Before Jesus died on the cross, what did he ask God to do?  (Luke 23:34)

1. punish the people who did this to him

2. send him to heaven right away

3. take care of his mother and friends

4. forgive the people who did this

29.   After Jesus died, his body was  (Matthew 27:65, Life in Bible Times note)

1. sent home with the disciples

2. put in the Temple

3. put in a cave with a big stone at the entrance and soldiers guarding it

4. thrown into the Sea of Galilee

30. On Sunday morning when the women came to prepare Jesus’ body for burial they found (Luke 24:1-4)

1. the soldiers guarding the tomb were all dead

2. Jesus was not there  -- only his burial cloths were there

3. Jesus’ body was in the tomb just like they left it

4. the whole cave had disappeared

31.  What happened to Jesus?  (Luke 24:4-6)

1. the disciples stole his body

2. the soldiers stole his body

3. he rose from the dead

4. he was  hiding in the garden

32.  Jesus rising from the dead is celebrated on Easter and is called  (use your dictionary)

1. the ascension

2. the Transformation

3. the Crucifixion

4. The Resurrection

Raiders of the Lost Art – Art Workshop

Easter:  Agony in the Garden

Scripture References:
· Matthew 26:36-46 (paraphrase the rest of the Easter story)

· Mark 14:32-42

· Luke 22:39-46

· John 17

Grades 1-2: The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible is based upon the Mark scripture,  “Jesus Prays in Gethsemane,” found on page 347.  

Memory Verse:   “Everything is possible for you.  Take this cup of suffering away from me.  But let what you want be done, not what I want.”  Mark 14:36 (page 347 - Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Themes:  Prayer, obedience, Easter story

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will describe the events of Jesus’ last night in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

· Children will discuss and describe Jesus’ prayer life. 

· Children will recognize that prayer helps during difficult situations.  

· Children will describe Jesus’ prayers that night.

· Children will discuss ways prayer has helped them personally. 

· Children will understand that difficult times come to everyone.

· Children will recognize that Jesus turned to the Father during his difficult times.

· Children will discuss how times of suffering can bring strength.

· Children will explain why God’s will was for Jesus to die. 

· Children will memorize Mark 14:36 

Preparation:  Read the Background Information and scriptures to familiarize yourself with the story.  Gather all necessary supplies.

Time Guidelines:


Welcome, Introductions, Prayer: 5 minutes


Bible Story/Memory verse: 15 minutes


Art Activity: 30 minutes


Jounal/Closing Prayer: 10 minutes

Begin on Time!  Sunday School starts at 9:30 a.m.!

Welcome and Introductions:  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Remember that all of the children may not know who you are!  Make sure you are wearing a nametag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be learning about Jesus’ last night before he was taken to die on the cross.  How did Jesus spend this last night?  We’ll see…

Opening Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for our time together during this Easter Season.  Please open our hearts today, so that we may more fully understand why you sent your only son to die for us and how Jesus was able to do God’s will even when it meant he would suffer and die.  Amen.

Bible Passage:  Gather the children around the tables with their Bibles.  If children did not bring a personal Bible, use the extra classroom Bibles.  Encourage children to bring their Bibles to Sunday school each week.  

Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!  Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.    Shepherds should assist the children in locating stories.  (Refer to your teacher handout “Helping Children Use Bibles in the Classroom” )  

For older children:  Today’s lesson is located in all four gospels.   Choose the gospel you prefer to tell the story.  The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible  uses the Mark version.  You might want to have the older children locate the story in each gospel, but only read one version.

For younger children:  Have them locate the selected story (Jesus Prays in Gethsemane and Jesus is Arrested on pages 347-348 of Little Kids’ Adventure Bible).    Have them follow along in their Bibles as you read or paraphrase the story.

 Be sure to point out and discuss the following Bible notes:

Let’s Live It:  Pray When You are Hurting (Luke version for older children, p. 347 for younger children)


Did You Know?  Did Jesus ever say he was God?  (Luke version for older children)

Did You Know?  What did Jesus ask God to do for his followers?  (John version for older children)

NOTE:  As the rotation progresses, children will become more familiar with the Bible passage.  This is a great opportunity to let them tell you what they know.  You can then fill in any gaps, add additional details, or take the discussion to deeper levels.  This is one of the advantages of the rotation model! 

Discussion:

Choose from some of the following questions for discussion:  

· What had Jesus and his disciples been doing before this story begins?  (eating the Last Supper)

· Where did Jesus go?  (Garden of Gethsemane, on Mount of Olives)

· Why did Jesus go to the garden? (to pray)

· What did Jesus want to talk to God about? (what was coming)

· When do you pray?  

· What types of things do you pray for?

· Describe Jesus’ prayers in the garden.  (his anguish, his loneliness, his fears, his posture)

· How did Jesus address God?  Why did he call Him that?    (Abba, showed his close relationship with God)

· What did Jesus ask God to do?  (remove this cup, protect his disciples and all believers)

· What did Jesus mean by “this cup of suffering?”  (God’s plan for him, his death)

· Why do you think Jesus was in such agony?  (worry, thinking about his death, fear of separation from God)

· How did Jesus finish his prayer to God?  (what you want, not what I want)

· What happened when Jesus decided to obey God?  (angel came and comforted and strengthened him)

· Why do you think even Jesus had to do hard things?  (trials help us grow, make us strong, etc.)

· What are some hard things you have faced? 

· How can prayer strengthen and help you during those times?  (God promises to always be with us)

· What happened after the third time Jesus went back to wake the disciples?  (the soldiers came, arrested Jesus, disciples ran away)

· How do you think the disciples felt?  (ashamed, scared)

· Describe a time you have felt too scared to do the right thing.  What did you do?

· What happened then to Jesus and his disciples then?  (trial, crucifixion, death, resurrection - disciples ran away, hung back, Peter denied Jesus)

KEY QUESTIONS!!!  This is the whole purpose of Easter -- kids should be able to answer these!

· Why did Jesus have to die?  (to atone/make up for our sins and allow us to be reunited with God forever)  

· Why do you think Jesus was willing to die?  (he loved us, wanted us to be reunited with God, knew this was God’s plan and he wanted to obey)

Definitions - Words to Know:  

Abba - Aramaic term for father, similar to our use of “Daddy,” Jesus referred to God in this way

Gethsemane - means “olive press,” a grove of olive trees found on the Mount of Olives outside Jerusalem

Cup - refers often to suffering/distress, the plans God has for one’s life

Sin - doing wrong things, what keeps us separate from God

Memory Verse:  Each rotation we encourage the children to memorize one memory verse.  Locate the memory verse in the Bible and review it with the children at this time.  If you have extra time at the end of class, use the attached activity to review the verse again.  

“Everything is possible for you.  Take this cup of suffering away from me.  But let what you want be done, not what I want.”  Mark 14:36 (page 347 - Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)
Art Project:  Easter Mosaic Flower Pots
The children will work together to make mosaic flower pots to be sold at the spring luncheon.  They may choose what design they would like to put on each pot.  They may choose a different picture for each side or have one theme all the way around.  The designs should remind them of Easter (e.g. a sun rising, butterfly, heart, cross, chalice and bread, angel, rainbow).  Discuss these symbols briefly and how they relate to the Easter story.

Materials needed:

· Terra cotta flower pots (three to four children per pot)

· Pencils or chalk

· Assorted mosaic tiles

· Several bowls 

· Ceramic tile adhesive

· Brown or white grout (white grout can be dyed to color preference)

· Masking tape

Latex gloves

· Polyethylene foam

· Sponge or cloth

· Pictures or patterns of various Easter designs 

Preparation before class:  

· Separate the different colored tiles into bowls.

Project: 

· The children should draw a basic sketch of their design on the pots using chalk or pencils. 

· They may then begin putting the tile adhesive on the individual tiles and putting them on the pots.  The tiles should be placed 1/16”-1/8” apart, so the grout can be put in between the pieces. If they don’t finish the pots, the children in the next class can finish them. 

· Allow the tiles to dry overnight before you put the grout around them. 

· Before grouting, mask the top edge of the pot’s rim, as well as the top inside surface.

· Mix grout according to manufacturers instructions (it should be the consistency of cake frosting- a thick paste).

· Wearing gloves, use your hands to fill in the spaces between tiles with the grout.

· Allow the grout to set for 15 minutes and then wipe the excess grout off tiles with a piece of Styrofoam.

· After 30 minutes, use a damp cloth or sponge to wipe away any remaining grout from the tiles.
Journal Reflection Time:  Faith journals and Memory verse stickers are used during the last 10 minutes of each class session.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens from the class box.  Reflection questions are printed on stickers.  Pass out the stickers and have children place them to the top of a sheet of paper in their journals.  Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Shepherds and workshop leaders should also write in Journals.  Memory verse stickers are included for each rotation.  Children can copy and illustrate the memory verse as an alternative to journal questions.

Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture of Jesus in the garden. What was he doing?  When do you pray?  

Grades 3-4:  When do you pray?  Write a prayer of thanks to God.

Grades 5-6:  When do you pray for yourself or others?  Write a prayer expressing praise, thanks, forgiveness and for yourself and others.  

Closing Prayer: Dear God, as we leave here today, help us to remember that prayer can help us figure out what You want us to do and give us strength to do it- even if it isn’t the most popular thing to do.  Please help us to be strong and faithful in all that we say and do.  Amen.

Release children only to parents after they have signed out on the classroom clipboard, unless they have made prior arrangements with you.  
Sunday Morning Live – Drama/Puppetry Room
Easter:  Agony in the Garden
Scripture References:

· Matthew 26:36-46 (paraphrase the rest of the Easter story)

· Mark 14:32-42

· Luke 22:39-46

· John  17

Grades 1-2:  The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible  is based upon the Mark scripture,  “Jesus Prays in Gethsemane,” found on page 347.  

Special Bible Notes:  Let’s Live It   “Praying When You Are Hurting” – Page 347 in the Little Kids Adventure Bible.  “The Bible passage tells about a time that Jesus prayed.  He knew that he would soon be nailed to a cross.  The “cup” Jesus prayed about stood for suffering and death.  Jesus was very sad and troubled as he prayed.  God sent an angel to him to give him strength.

 The best thing you can do when something terrible happens is to pray.  Tell God how you feel.  He will give you strength to help you through your problem.”

Memory Verse:   “Everything is possible for you.  Take this cup of suffering away from me.  But let what you want be done, not what I want.”  Mark 14:36 (page 347 - Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Themes:  Prayer, obedience, Easter story

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will accurately place Jesus’ last night in the Easter story. 

· Children will re-enact the events of Jesus’ last night in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

· Children will recognize that prayer helps during difficult situations.  

· Children will describe Jesus’ prayers that night.

· Children will discuss ways prayer has helped them personally. 

· Children will understand that difficult times come to everyone.

· Children will recognize that Jesus turned to the Father during his difficult times.

· Children will discuss how times of suffering can bring strength.

· Children will recognize that Jesus was obedient to God even when it meant his death. 

· Children will recognize that they must be obedient to God and other authorities in their lives.

· Children will explain why God’s will was for Jesus to die.   

· Children will memorize Mark 14:36.

Music/Drama in Sunday Morning Live:  Focus on the events in the garden and the importance of prayer.

Sunday Morning Live - Drama & Puppetry Workshop
Preparation and Room Set Up:  

· You will need to request the overhead projector for your room. 

· Overhead transparency with the words to “Let us Pray” (provided for you)

· You may want to lay out some costumes for the children ahead of time.

· “Rocks” made out of paper bags would be cute rocks in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Trees drawn on the blackboard will help as well. (if you have time, children who do not have speaking parts can do this)

· Be sure the CD player is set up and ready to go.

Begin on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

Suggested Time Guidelines:

Welcome/Introductions: 10 minutes

Bible Reading/Memory Verse: 10 minutes

Activity (Song, Scenery, Drama): 20 minutes

Discussion/Repeat Song: 10 minutes

Journal/Closing Prayer: 10 minutes

1. PRAY/welcome and Introductions


2. Bible story/Memory verse 



3. Sing “Let us Pray”

4. Act out the “Agony in the Garden”

5. Chose some of the suggested discussion questions and discuss with the children.

6. Sing “Let us Pray”

7. Work on Journal.

Welcome and introductions:

Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  (Remember all the children may not know who you are.)  Make sure you are wearing your nametag and that the children are wearing theirs. Tell the children you will be talking about prayer and obedience during this workshop today.

Opening Prayer

Always open with prayer.  Abba,  We know that Jesus called you Abba when he prayed.  Help us to learn today how you are like a kind father to us and how you help us through difficult times just like you helped Jesus.  Teach us to pray and obey.  Amen

Bible Passage:
· Matthew 26:36-46 (paraphrase the rest of the Easter story)

· Mark 14:32-42

· Luke 22:39-46

· John 17

Grades 1-2:  The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible is based upon the Mark scripture,  “Jesus Prays in Gethsemane,” found on page 347.  

Each workshop begins with the Bible story.  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!   Use the handout, “Helping Children Learn to use their Bibles” to guide you in leading this part of the lesson.  Shepherds can assist in this part of the lesson. 

For older children: Have them locate and read the verses you select. (Because today’s story is found in several gospels, you will want to choose one version to read, but be sure to mention that this story is found in all four gospels.    

For younger children:  Have them locate the selected verses (Page 347 in the Little Kids Adventure Bible.).  Have them follow along in their Bibles as you read the story.

Special Bible Notes:    Be sure to read the special Bible note:  Let’s LIve It   “Praying When You Are Hurting” – Page 347 in the Little Kids Adventure Bible, found in the Luke passage in the older children’s Bibles. 

Note:  As the rotation progresses, the children will become more familiar with the story.  Have them locate the scripture reading each week in their Bibles.  Then, if they seem to know the story well, have them tell it to you.  You can then add any missing details, or discuss the story in more depth.

Discussion Focus:

(Use the background information sheet and the Ideas for Discussion Focus as well as the questions listed below to briefly discuss the story with the children.

Ideas for Discussion:
· What had Jesus and his disciples been doing before this story begins?  (eating the Last Supper)

· What did Jesus often go off alone to do?  (to pray)

· Where did Jesus go in the story?  (Garden of Gethsemane, on Mount of Olives)

· Why did Jesus go to the garden? (to pray)

· What did Jesus want to talk to God about? (what was coming)

· What did Jesus ask the disciples to do?  (wait and pray with him)

· What did the disciples do?  (they fell asleep)

· Why do you think they couldn’t stay awake and be with Jesus?  (tired, full tummies, didn’t understand, etc.)

· Describe Jesus’ prayers in the garden.  (his anguish, his loneliness, his fears, his posture)

· How did Jesus address God?  Why did he call Him that?  Can we call God, Abba?  (Abba, showed his close relationship with God)

· What did Jesus ask God to do?  (remove this cup, protect his disciples and all believers)

· What did Jesus mean by “this cup of suffering?”  (God’s plan for him, his death)

· Why do you think Jesus was in such agony?  (worry, thinking about his death, fear of separation from God)

· How did Jesus finish his prayer to God?  (what you want, not what I want)

· When do you pray?  

· What types of things do you pray for?

· What happened when Jesus decided to obey God?  (angel came and comforted and strengthened him)

· Why do you think even Jesus had to do hard things?  (trials help us grow, make us strong, etc.)

· What are some hard things you have faced? 

· How can prayer strengthen and help you during those times?  (God promises to always be with us)

Definitions - Words to Know:  Make sure the children understand the meaning of the following words:

Abba - Aramaic term for father, similar to our use of “Daddy,” Jesus referred to God in this way

Gethsemane - means “olive press,” a grove of olive trees found on the Mount of Olives outside Jerusalem

Cup - refers often to suffering/distress, the plans God has for one’s life

Sin - doing wrong things, what keeps us separate from God

Memory Verse: Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation.  Locate the memory verse in the Bible and review it with the children.  If you have extra time at the end of the lesson, use the attached activity sheet to review the memory verse again.  

“Everything is possible for you.  Take this cup of suffering away from me.  But let what you want be done, not what I want.”  Mark 14:36 (page 347 - Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Activity:   “Let Us Pray!”

Sing “Let us Pray” by Stephen Curtis Chapman at the beginning and  end of the workshop.  Do the motions with the song. (Many of the children will recognize this song from Vacation Bible School a few years ago.)

Supplies needed





· CD player

· CD and transparencies for “Let Us Pray”

· Script

· Overhead projector
Activity:  Drama - Agony in the Garden
Characters Needed:

· Jesus

· One to three soldiers


· Peter

· James

· John

· Judas

· All others can be the other followers of Jesus/the crowd with Judas
Allow the characters to put on “Bible Time” costumes. (This can quickly consume a great deal of time – give them a limited time to get in costume – 5 minutes perhaps)

The teacher should be narrator.  Have the children act out the story.  Characters should repeat the dialogue of their characters after the narrator reads it.  Feel free to pause the action for discussion if the situation warrants.  
Narrator:

After the last supper, Jesus and his disciples went to the garden at Gethsemane, the Mount of Olives.  Jesus told everyone except Peter, James and John to sit while he went into the garden and prayed.  Jesus said to them, “Sit here while I pray.”  (Allow Jesus to repeat what you have said.  Have all of the extra followers of Jesus sit in the classroom chairs.)


Jesus took Peter, James and John along with him.  He became greatly distressed and sorrowful.  Jesus said to Peter, James and John, “My soul is very sad.  I feel very close to my death.  Please stay here and keep watch.”  (Instruct the three disciples to sit on the edge of the stage-front.)

And Jesus entered into the garden a little farther.  In the garden he fell to the ground and began to pray that, if it were possible, the hour might pass by him.  Jesus prayed, “Abba” that means dear daddy.  “Abba, Father, everything is possible for you.  Take this cup of suffering away from me. “  Then Jesus continued to pray and said, “But let what you want be done, not what I want.”

Then Jesus returned to the disciples, but surprise!  He found them sleeping! “Simon,” he said to Peter, “are you asleep?  Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour?  I need to go back and pray some more.  This time when you keep watch, watch and pray.  If you pray, you won’t fall into sin when you are tempted.  The spirit is willing. But the body is weak. “

Once more Jesus went away and prayed the same thing.  (Have Jesus go back to the original spot at which he prayed.)  Then he came back.  Again he found them sleeping.  They couldn’t keep their eyes open.  They were ashamed and did not know what to say to Jesus.

Jesus returned the third time.  He said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting?  Enough!  The hour has come.  Look!  The Son of man is about to be handed over to sinners.  Get up!  Let us go!  Here comes the one who is handing me over to them!”

As Jesus was speaking, Judas appeared.  He was one of the Twelve disciples.  A crowd was with him.  (The children who were extra disciples can also be the crowd with Judas.)  They were carrying swords and clubs.  The chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders had sent them.

Judas, who was going to hand Jesus over, had arranged a signal with them ahead of time.  Judas said, “The one I kiss is the man.  Arrest him and have the guards lead him away.”  So Judas went up to Jesus and Judas said, “Rabbi” and kissed Jesus.  

The soldiers grabbed Jesus and arrested him.  One of the disciples, maybe Peter, pulled out his sword.  He struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear.

Jesus asked, “Am I leading a band of armed men against you?  Do you have to come with swords and clubs to capture me?  Every day I was with you.  I taught in the temple courtyard, and you didn’t arrest me.  But the Scriptures must come true.”

Everyone who was following Jesus left him and ran away and sat in their chairs in the classroom.  Then those who came to get him took Jesus off to the High priest.
(  (  (  (  (  (
Now, let’s talk about what happened in the garden and what happened next!  You may leave your costumes on until we are through with our journals. 

Discussion questions.  Be sure to discuss what happened after that to Jesus. 

· What happened after the third time Jesus went back to wake the disciples?  (the soldiers came)

· Who betrayed Jesus and how?  (Judas with a kiss)

· What did Peter do?  (cut off the ear of a soldier)

· What did Jesus do?  (healed the man, went with the soldiers)

· What did the disciples do?  (ran away)

· How do you think the disciples felt?  (ashamed, scared)

· Describe a time you have felt too scared to do the right thing.  What did you do?

· What happened then to Jesus and his disciples then?  (trial, crucifixion, death, resurrection - disciples ran away, hung back, Peter denied Jesus)

KEY QUESTIONS!!!  This is the whole purpose of Easter -- kids should be able to answer these!

· Why did Jesus have to die?  (to atone/make up for our sins and allow us to be reunited with God forever)  

· Why do you think Jesus was willing to die?  (he loved us, wanted us to be reunited with God, knew this was God’s plan and he wanted to obey)

Sing “Let us Pray” again.

Journal Reflection Time:  Faith journals and Memory verse stickers are used during the last 10 minutes of each class session.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens from the class box.  Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in journals.  Shepherds and workshop leaders should also write in journals.  

Journal questions are printed on stickers.  Pass out the stickers and have children place them in their journals.  Memory verse stickers are included for each rotation.  Children may copy and illustrate the memory verse as an alternative to journal questions.

Grades 1-2:  Draw Jesus praying or draw yourself praying.

Grades 3-4:  Jesus had to do something very difficult when he died on the cross to save us from our sins.  Draw a picture of (or write about) something you have done that was difficult for you.

Grades 5-6: Jesus had to do something very difficult when he died on the cross to save us from our sins.  God the Father gave Jesus the strength to do what was so very difficult.  Write about something you have done that was difficult for you even though you knew you had to do it.

Closing Prayer:  Gather the children together at the end of the class.  Share reminders about upcoming events.  Remind them to bring their Bibles to class and encourage them to bring their friends to the G.R.E. A.T. Adventure.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together.  

Clean up:  Encourage the children to take responsibility for putting away costumes, props, and other supplies to help keep our rooms neat and orderly.

Release children only to parents or by prior arrangements.  Make sure parents sign children out on the class clipboards.

Holy Word Theatre – Video Workshop

Easter:  Jesus in the Garden
Scripture References: 

· Matthew 26:36-46 (paraphrase the rest of the Easter story)

· Mark 14:32-42

· Luke 22:39-46

· John 17 

Grades 1-2:  The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible is based upon the Mark scripture, “Jesus Prays in Gethsemane,” found on page 347. Note:  Because all 3 groups of children will be together for this day, we will use the book, Journey to the Cross by Helen Haidle to review the Bible story.   

Memory Verse:  “Everything is possible for you.  Take this cup of suffering away from me.  But, let what you want be done, not what I want.  Mark 14:36 (page 347 – Little Kids Adventure Bible)

Special Bible Notes:  Let’s Live It  “Praying When You Are Hurting”

Themes:  Prayer, obedience, Easter story

Objectives and Life Application:
· Children will accurately place Jesus’ last night in the Easter story.

· Children will describe the events of Jesus’ last night in the Garden of Gethsemane.

· Children will understand that difficult times come to everyone.

· Children will recognize that Jesus turned to the Father during his difficult times.

· Children will recognize that Jesus was obedient to God even when it meant his death.

· Children will recognize that they must be obedient to God and other authorities in     

· their lives.

· Children will explain why God’s will was for Jesus to die.

· Children will memorize Mark 14:36.

Preparation and Room Set Up:
· Special event today in celebration of Easter!  Children will gather in Sunday Morning Live at the beginning of class

· The story will be reviewed using an Easter book, Journey to the Cross  for about 5-10 minutes.

· A storyteller, dressed as Mary Magdalene will suddenly come running into the classroom and tell the rest of the story from her perspective.

· After about 15 minutes of this story, she will leave.

· Children will then return to HolyWord Theatre to view the video.

· Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

· Preview the video Agony in the Garden from series Jesus: A Kingdom without Frontiers. 

· Preview the passages noted in the book, Journey to the Cross.

Prepare popcorn before children arrive and have it bagged and ready to distribute so your attention can be given to the children. Have one of the shepherds begin making popcorn during the story review.

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

Welcome and Introductions:  Gather the children together in the chairs with their Bibles.  Make sure you are wearing your nametag and the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Begin the class with introductions.  Remember that workshop leaders rotate often and the children may not know you.

Tell the children, today, we will learn of Jesus’ last night in the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives and of God’s precious gift for our salvation.  

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear Father in heaven, thank you for all the people who have come to hear about Jesus.  Thank you, God, for your unselfishness so we may have salvation.  And, thank you for your presence and strength in our daily lives.  AMEN”

Bible Passage: Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  One of the primary goals for this model of  Sunday School is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!  Because it is Easter Sunday and all age groups of children will be present, we will not read the story from the children’s Bibles (they use different versions).  Instead use the book, Journey to the Cross  by Helen Haidle to introduce the story.  Then after about 5-10 minutes, a storyteller will arrive in the classroom to continue the story.   

The following pages will remind the children of some of the background information about the Easter story.  Be sure to share the beautiful illustrations in this book.

The Most Important Feast  - Read page 58 to the group.  Remind the children that Jesus and his disciples were in Jerusalem to celebrate this feast, the Passover.  One of the ways they celebrated was by eating a special meal, the Passover Meal.  

A New Promise – Read pages 71-74 to the group.  Show the pictures.  (this will be a review for many of the Last Supper)  Discuss the questions at the bottom of page 74.  We remember Jesus today by a special sacrament called communion.  

The Last Few Hours – Read page 76 to the group.  

Thursday before Midnight:  In the Garden – Read pages 83-86.  Discuss the questions at the bottom of page 86.

Did Angels Help Jesus?  Read page 87 to the group.

The Garden – Read page 88 to the group.

Thursday around Midnight:  Arrested!  The Powerhouse Army - Read pages 89-93 to the group.  Then discuss the questions at the bottom of page 92.  Be sure to emphasize that Jesus chose to be obedient to God, even though it meant he would suffer and die.   He was obedient because he loved God and he loved all of us.  

See how much the children can tell you about the rest of the story.  (Jesus went before the high priests and the governor for trial, he was beaten and mocked, a crown of thorns was placed on his head, he was crucified and placed in a tomb)  Stop them before they get to the resurrection and read the passages below:

*Death by Crucifixion – Read page 124 to the group.  

At this point the storyteller will rush in.  Ask a shepherd to stand near the door to indicate when she should come in.   Don’t allow any lag time between talking and her arrival – she should interrupt the class!

The storyteller will review the resurrection and various events with the children for about 15 minutes.  

After she leaves, conclude this part of class by reading the following:

Living Proof!  Read the first 2 paragraphs of page 226 to the group.  (we won’t get into the Holy Spirit at this time!).    

Next, take the children to HolyWord Theatre to watch the video.  If older children are interested, they may choose to work in their journals quietly or look through the book Journey to the Cross.

Video:  Agony in the Garden

 from series Jesus: A Kingdom without Frontiers.
 (this video will be viewed by all grades at the same time) 

After the video, spend some time in discussion with the children.  Make sure they understand the meaning of the following words: 

Abba - Aramaic term for father, similar to our use of  “Daddy,” Jesus referred to God in this way

Gethsemane – means “olive press,” a grove of olive trees found on the Mount of Olives outside Jerusalem

Cup – refers often to suffering/distress, the plans God has for one’s life

Sin – doing wrong things, what keeps us separate from God

Complete your discussion using some of the following questions.

· Where did Jesus go?  (Garden of Gethsemane, on the Mount of Olives)

· Why did Jesus go to the garden?   (to pray)

· What did Jesus want to talk to God about?  (what was coming)

· What did Jesus ask the disciples to do?  (wait and pray with him)

· Who did he take farther into the garden?  (Peter, James, and John)

· What did he ask these disciples to do?  (wait and pray with him, pray that they  wouldn’t be tempted)

· What did the disciples do?  (they fell asleep)

· Why do you think they couldn’t stay awake and be with Jesus?  (tired, didn’t understand, etc.)

· Why do you think Jesus was in such agony? (worry, thinking about his death, fear of separation from God)

· How did Jesus finish his prayer to God?  (what you want, not what I want)

· What happened when Jesus decided to obey God?  (angel came and comforted and strengthened him)

KEY QUESTIONS!!!   This is the whole purpose of Easter – kids should be able to answer these!

· Why did Jesus have to die?  (to atone/make up for our sins and allow us to be reunited with God forever)

· Why do you think Jesus was willing to die?  (he loved us, wanted us to be reunited with God, knew this was God’s plan and he wanted to obey)

Memory Verse: Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation. Locate the memory verse and review it with the children.  If you have extra time at the end of the lesson, use the attached activity to review the verse again with the children.  

“Everything is possible for you.  Take this cup of suffering away from me.  But let what you want be done, not what I want.”  Mark 14:36

Reflection and Journal Time: The last 10 minutes should be reserved for Journal Reflection time.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens and the journal question sticker for the day.  Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Adults should write in journals as well.  Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children may also copy the memory verse and illustrate.

*Because all the children will view this video together, you may want to divide the children into age groups for Journal time.  Shepherds can help children as they respond to the journal prompt.  
Grades 1-2: Jesus taught us to obey.  Draw a picture of someone you should obey.

Grades 3-6: Jesus obeyed God even when it was hard.  Write about a time when you have felt too scared to do the right thing.  What did you do?     

Closing Prayer: Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together.

Clean-up: Have children throw away their popcorn bags and cups.  Clean out popcorn machine and sweep up any stray kernels.  Put away Bibles, paper, pencils, videos, etc.

Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior permission of parents.
The Easter Story through the eyes of Mary Magdalene
The children will be in Sunday Morning Live and will review some of the background information of the story including:  Passover feast, Last Supper, in the garden, and arrest)  Wait for the signal from the shepherd before going into the room.

Costume:  

· long tunic with cloak and head covering

· sandals

Props:  
· rolls of torn white fabric or gauze

· old looking crock or jar with ointment in it (try to find something that has a strong smell)

· jar with spices

· long piece of cord with wax on ends and “official seal”

· palm branches 

Script:

 (Rushing into room, shouting, acting very agitated)

I can’t believe it!  He’s risen!  He’s really risen!  Oh, it’s truly amazing!  Have you seen him?  Have you seen my Lord?  He’s risen!  He’s alive!  He’s not in the tomb!  Oh, I just can’t believe it -- it’s too wonderful for words . . . etc.  

(sit down in chair on stage -- fan self)

I have to rest for just a moment.  I ran all the way from the hillside where we buried Jesus on Friday.  Got to catch my breath!   I still can’t believe it!  Aren’t you amazed??? (directed at the children) 

Have you heard the wonderful news?  (let them respond)

Well, let me sit here and catch my breath for just a minute.  I want to tell you the most amazing story . . . 

I went to the tomb early this morning -- the sun had just come up.  I had all my stuff with me -- (show children your burial things)  to finish preparing Jesus’ body.  We always grind spices into a powder and then we mix it with a gooey paste like myrrh  -- remember myrrh, the spice the wise men brought to baby Jesus when he was born -- well we use it for burial too.  We smear the spicy mixture all over the body and the strips of cloth and then wrap the body in it.  The smell of the spices helps cover up the smell of death.

It can get kind of smelly in those tombs . . .  (hold nose)

Jesus had been so good to me, I just wanted to do something for him, even though he was dead -- or so I thought.         

I guess you know the whole story -- how Jesus rode into Jerusalem just one week ago on that little donkey.  Did you know that our scriptures prophesied that the Messiah, Jesus, would come riding on a donkey?  Isn’t that amazing????  How did they know so long ago what would happen?  It’s just God’s hand in everything we do . . . 

Anyway . . . so he rode into Jerusalem, has it only been a week ago?  Hard to believe!  So much has happened in a week!  

Oh, there were so many people, such a crowd!  Everyone was there to celebrate the Passover, you see.  And we had such high hopes for Jesus -- Everyone was waving palm branches

 (show your palm branch) -- see just like this one.

Palms are kind of like our national flag -- they stand for freedom for my people, the Jewish people.  So everyone was waving the palms (wave the palm around) and shouting -- they were shouting to Jesus to give them their freedom, to make us free from the Romans.  Hosanna, Hosanna they shouted.  Save us, Save us!  

Were you there last week?  Were you waving palm branches too?  Did you watch Jesus ride into Jerusalem?  (children may recall Palm Sunday and palm branches from last week)

Oh, it was so exciting.  We just knew that Jesus was going to do incredible things.  After all, he is the true Son of God, our promised Messiah.  Surely he would announce his kingdom and overpower the Romans soon!  We kept waiting.  We just knew it would happen during that week!

(SIGH)  But that’s not the way it worked out.  All week we followed Jesus as he went to the temple and taught.  And then on Thursday night it was time for the Passover meal.  I guess that was Jesus’ last supper with his disciples.  And then after that big meal they went off to the Mount of Olives... to the garden -- Do you know that place?  The garden where Jesus often went to pray?  (see if the children can name it)

Yes, Gethsemane.  It means olive press, you know.  There are so many olive trees there.  It’s quite lovely and just a little bit away from the hustle and bustle of the city.  Jesus wanted to pray.  He did that a lot -- he would just go off alone and pray, sometimes for hours or all night long!  

But this night was different -- I guess he must have known what was coming -- even though WE still didn’t.  He asked his friends to stay awake and pray with him -- but they kept falling asleep. Maybe it was the big meal or maybe they were just exhausted from the long week -- I do know that poor Jesus was left all on his own to pray.  Peter told me how awful he felt when he couldn’t stay awake.   He said when he woke up he saw that Jesus had been praying so hard his sweat was like drops of blood!  Oh, poor Jesus.  He was in such pain!   (wring hands -- put hands to face)

Can you imagine how horrible it must have been for him?  What terrible things were going through his mind?  (see if the children will describe some of what Jesus must have been feeling -- why he was suffering so much).  

You know the worst part for Jesus must have been to know that when he was dying on the cross he would be separated from God the Father.  Because God is holy you know -- he can’t have anything to do with sin.  Jesus was taking on all of our sins and during that time he would be apart from God the Father.  That’s why Jesus was in such terrible pain -- he didn’t want to be apart from God -- he never had been before!

And then, the soldiers and the priests came to the Garden, that peaceful garden and they arrested Jesus!  And who do you think was leading the mob???

(give the children a chance to respond)

Judas!  Yes, that traitor Judas.  He came up to Jesus and he had the audacity to kiss him.  KISS HIM!  Can you believe it?  He sold him out -- all for 30 pieces of silver!  

Well, you know what happened then -- they took him away first to the high priest and  they spit on him and hit him.   Then they took him to see the Roman governor -- Pilate.  He was in charge of keeping law and order in Israel.   The priests wanted Pilate to execute Jesus -- to put him to death.  Pilate’s wife was very worried.  She had a dream about Jesus the night before and she warned Pilate not to have anything to do with Jesus.  Then Pilate sent him off to see King Herod and then he came back to Pilate again.  Poor Jesus!  They just drug him all over everywhere and people were yelling and making fun of him, spitting on him and hitting him.  Finally he ended up back at Pilate’s again.   We have this tradition you see.  At Passover, the Roman governor always sets one Jewish prisoner free.   Pilate wanted to let Jesus go free, but the crowd shouted No, No!  Crucify him!   So Pilate had Jesus whipped.  He said he was innocent and he didn’t want him to die.   Pilate tried to talk the priests and the crowd out of it, but they went crazy.  Finally Pilate handed Jesus over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified.

They took some thorn branches and made a circle with them and put them on Jesus’ head as a crown -- they made fun of him and laughed at him, hit him on the head , but Jesus never said a word.  And they led him out of the city to a hill overlooking the city where everyone could look up and see this terrible awful thing -- death on a cross.   

We watched -- John was there, Jesus’ loved John so much, and Jesus’ mother.  We watched as they nailed him to the cross.  It was so terrible.   They put a sign on the cross over his head -- Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.   We just couldn’t believe what was happening.  We cried and screamed.  It was so awful!  How could this be happening!

Then at 12:00 it got really dark.  The soldiers were really getting nervous.  Just before 3:00 Jesus cried out,  “God, why have you left me alone?”  I guess now I understand -- Jesus had to be left alone when he took on all our sins --   He asked for something to drink and then in a loud voice he said, “It is finished!”  We all heard him.  We knew this was the end.  Then he called out and said, “Father into your hands I give my spirit.”  And then he died.  

Two of Jesus’ secret followers took Jesus to a new tomb to be buried.  It had to be done quickly, because the Sabbath began at 6:00. We Jews celebrate the Sabbath at sunset on Friday evening -- and all work is forbidden on the Sabbath -- it is just a day of rest and prayer.  So Joseph and Nicodemus had to hurry.   When they finished with Jesus’ body, I watched them roll the stone in front of Jesus’ tomb.  It was a huge stone.  It has sort of a groove that it rolls in and to roll it in place it goes downhill, even so it took both Joseph and Nicodemus to push it in place.  But it’s VERY hard to move it uphill and away from the tomb.  Usually that takes at least 20 men to do!  

I watched the Roman soldiers seal the tomb.  See, here’s the cord they used (show children the cord).  

They took wax and sealed the ends with an official Roman seal.  (show the seal)

That way they could easily see if anyone broke the seal and got into the tomb!  The punishment for breaking a Roman seal is instant death!   I guess the priests must have been afraid that someone would come and steal Jesus’ body, because they left a whole guard unit of Roman soldiers there at Jesus’ tomb. 

I watched all of this happen -- I so wanted to help Joseph and Nicodemus,  but it was almost time for the Sabbath.  I had to get home.  I promised myself though that I would go back and show my love for Jesus, too.  I would bring more spices.  I would spend some time finishing what Joseph and Nicodemus started.   But for now I had to go . . . my heart felt like it was breaking into a million pieces.  I didn’t think I could take much more.  

And so . . .  I did go back . . .  just this morning, very early just as the sun was rising.  Some other women came with me.  We had all of our burial spices with us (show children again)

But when we got close we could see that the stone was rolled away!  The soldiers were gone!  We ran to the tomb and looked inside!  We could see the grave clothes that had been wrapped around Jesus, but they were empty.  Jesus wasn’t there!  Where was he?  I was so afraid that someone had stolen his body!  I started to run back to find Peter and John.  

And then the most amazing thing happened!  Suddenly these two men stood before us.  They were bright as lightning.  We were terrified!  But they told us not to be afraid. They told us Jesus was not here.  He is risen!  He is alive!   And then even more amazing!  All the other women ran off to Jerusalem to find the disciples.   I was alone at the tomb.  Suddenly I saw a man standing at the entrance to the tomb.  I thought it was the gardener.  I didn’t recognize him.  I was crying so hard.  Then the man spoke to me.  “Mary.”  he said.  I knew that voice.  I’d recognize that voice anywhere.  It was Jesus!  He WAS alive.  He told me to go and tell the disciples that he was returning to God the Father.  

I still can’t believe it!  I have seen Jesus.  I have seen my Lord.  He is risen.  He is alive!
