SSUMC Children’s
G.R.E.A.T. Adventure
God’s love Reaching Exciting Assuring Transforming the Lives of Kids!
Overview

Story:  Fishing and Following - Calling the Disciples

(This lesson set created and copyrighted by State Street UMC, 2000.  Permission to copy materials granted for non-commercial use, provided credit is given to State Street UMC.)

Scripture References:   

Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, John 1:40-42, Luke 5:1-11 /. . . Jesus calls the fishermen

Luke 5:27-32 . . . Jesus calls Levi

Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:14-19, Luke 6:12-16 . . . Jesus calls the twelve

John 1:43-51 . . . Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael

John 12:4, 6 . . . Judas

John 20:26-28 . . . Thomas

Memory Verse:  “Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.”  Matthew 4:19

Theme:  Jesus calls the twelve disciples

Goal: Children will learn that Jesus called ordinary people to follow him.  We can follow Jesus today.

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will recognize that Jesus asked friends to help him spread the news of God’s love.

· Children will become familiar with the story of how Jesus called his disciples.

· Children will identify the four closest disciples to Jesus.

· Children will recognize that Jesus called twelve disciples to be his closest followers.

· Children will recognize that many other people also followed Jesus.

· Children will identify ways they can follow Jesus today.

· Children will realize that following Jesus may require them to behave differently than their peers.

· Children will memorize Matthew 4:19

Overview of the Workshops:

Fast Pass:  Music:  I have decided to follow Jesus.  Bible Zone Tape #3

Raiders of the Lost Art:  Children will create a sandcast/plaster paperweight with a fish design.

Sunday Morning Live:  Older children will create a TV newscast with “live interviews” of the disciples.  Younger children will create a piggyback song describing the calling of the disciples.

HolyWord Theatre:  Younger children will view a video showing Jesus calling his disciples.  Older children will view the videotape of the 5th-6th graders’ newscast from SML.

Bible Quest:   Children will examine the various scripture references and play several games to reinforce the message of being a modern-day disciple.

Solid Rock Cafe:  Children will make “Good Fortune” Cookies.  They will use a concordance to look up scriptures about love, kindness and joy and write these down to insert into the cookies.

CyberSpace:  Older children will research the twelve disciples and write characteristics of them on large butcher paper cutouts.  Younger children will create bookmarks with the Bible memory verse and other appropriate clip art.

(Lesson set adapted from materials from  Invitation Bible Studies, Bible Zone, and 

Neil MacQueen - Sunday School Software)

Background Information

Fishing and Following - Jesus Calls the Disciples

In Jesus’ time all Jewish boys spent a lot of time studying the scriptures.  Some who were more gifted went on to become scholars and after years of study, these boys would often spend a lot of time with a particular teacher.  They would become “disciples” of that teacher.  The word disciple means “student” or “learner.”  Often Jewish teachers would call talented students to come and study with them.  But Jesus was different.  The disciples Jesus picked were very different from the types of disciples that other teachers usually picked.  Jesus picked ordinary people, not very wealthy, and not very educated.  

Jewish teachers or rabbis emphasized doing good things for other people.  Afterwards, the teacher discussed which commandment the students were following and what Scripture talked about it.  Students also watched their teacher’s life and tried to emulate him.  When a rabbi decided a student was ready, he would make him a teacher also.  By that point, the student thought and lived just like his teacher.    Jesus used similar teaching methods with his disciples.  They lived with him, traveled with him, and learned from him.    He told his disciples to remember everything that he taught them and to go and tell others about Him so that they would become followers also.  

The calling of Simon (Peter), Andrew, James and John.  Jesus’ calling of his first disciples is one of the most remembered stories of the Bible.  The event is recorded in all four gospels, although it is described slightly differently in each of them.  The first four disciples called were two pairs of brothers -- Simon Peter  and Andrew and James and John, the sons of Zebedee.  

In the gospel of John, Andrew and another disciple of John the Baptist, possibly Philip, are introduced to Jesus and invited to come along with him.  After spending some time with Jesus, Andrew runs to his brother Simon (Peter) and announces that he has found the Messiah.   Jesus then looks at Simon and declares that his name shall be “Cephas” (which means Peter or rock).  This choice of names for him at first seems surprising as Peter is often impulsive, boisterous and prone to constant mistakes.  He is remembered for his self-confident claims to always follow Christ, after which he denied him three times.  Peter was changed after Christ’s resurrection and after Pentecost, he became the leader of the disciples, the first to perform a miracle, an inspiring and fearless preacher of the gospel.  Peter was the author of two letters and as an old man was martyred by crucifixion upside down.  

Jesus gave the nickname “Boanerges” which means “sons of thunder” to James and John due to their fiery temperaments or perhaps their glowering faces.  Certainly both James and John were rebuked by Jesus on several occasions.  James and John, together with Peter were Jesus’ closest disciples, his inner circle,  and on several occasions were taken off with him apart from the rest.  John is believed to be the author of the gospel of John and many scholars also attribute the book of Revelation to him.  He is also referred to as the “disciple Jesus loved.”    

These four  men, Andrew, Simon Peter, James and John, were not strangers to Jesus when he called them away from their nets.  They had probably heard his preaching or at the very least heard of him.  It is likely that they worked together in a small fishing business.  As businessmen, they were  not poor, but by following Jesus they were required to leave all they had.  Their allegiance was to be to him alone.  They would be dependent on the gifts and hospitality of others for all their needs.  

The calling of Levi (Matthew).  One of Jesus’  disciples was a shocking choice.    The four fishermen were certainly not influential leaders in the community, but they at least held respectable jobs.  Levi (or Matthew, as the gospel of Matthew records-  most Biblical scholars think these two men are the same person) was a despised tax collector.   In calling Levi , Jesus made a symbolic gesture -- God’s love is available for all, even for one so hated as this.  Tax collectors in Jesus’ time were considered contemptible and corrupt.  These Jews were hired by the Romans to collect taxes from their fellow Jewish neighbors.  They  received their salaries by extorting more taxes than the Roman government required, pocketing the excess for themselves.  The more they demanded, the more rich they became.  Tax collectors were considered by other Jews to be both traitors and thieves.  Getting rich was probably at the top of Levi’s (Matthew’s) list, yet Jesus obviously saw something in Levi that others did not.  We learn from this that God does not judge by the same standards man does.  We also learn that God comes to those who need Him the most. 

The calling of Philip and Nathanael (Bartholomew).  In the gospel of John 1:43-51,  Jesus also calls Philip and Nathanael (also called Bartholomew)  to be disciples.  Nathanael at first responds to his friend Philip’s exuberance about discovering the Messiah with scorn . . . “Nazareth!  Can anything good come from there?” (John 1:46).  But Jesus sees Nathanael sitting under a fig tree and declares him to be a “true Israelite.”  This demonstration of Jesus opens the eyes of Nathanael who declares Jesus to be “ the Son of God . . .  the King of Israel.”  

Simon the Zealot.  Little is written in the gospel accounts of the remaining disciples.  Simon, the zealot is thought to have been connected with a fanatical nationalist group whose guerrilla activities were designed to drive out the Roman occupation forces.  In reality, they often provoked many bloody reprisals.  Most of the zealots found their greatest political and religious support in the Galilean hillside and it is believed that Simon resided near the Sea of Galilee.  

Judas Iscariot.   Judas Iscariot is known to have been the treasurer of Jesus’ band of followers.  Judas is notorious for his betrayal of Jesus for 30 pieces of silver and his subsequent suicide.   The gospel accounts do not attempt to analyze the motive of Judas’ actions.  This has been the object of much speculation and discussion among Biblical scholars.  Some thoughts are:   

that Judas was the only disciple not from Galilee thus he always seemed to be the “odd man out,”   

that Judas was a Zealot, the most strident of the group and that he misinterpreted Jesus’ Messiahship.  He gradually grew disillusioned with Jesus’  perceived “inaction” thus deciding to take matters into his own hands and believing he would force Jesus to declare his Messiahship during Passover when the support and crowds were greatest.   Judas’ conception of the Messiah did not include Jesus being put to death.  Once the plot was set in motion, however, there was not stopping it.   

Thaddaeus (also called Judas, not Iscariot, son of James).   Little is known about this disciple.  He was possibly the grandson of Zebedee.  

Thomas.  Thomas was also a fisherman.  Thomas is perhaps best known for his pessimistic and doubting response to the story of the resurrected Jesus which he did not at first witness.   Even today  those who are skeptical are referred to as  “Doubting Thomases.”  After Christ’s death, Thomas’ many journeys led him around the eastern world where he built many churches. 

James, Son of Alphaeus, or James the Less.  Little is known about this disciple.  It is possible he was related to Matthew and Thaddaeus. 

The number twelve, the number of the tribes of Israel, has always had great importance in the Jewish faith.  Choosing twelve disciples had symbolic significance for the people to whom he preached.  The location  of the commissioning of the disciples also had symbolic significance.  In Mark 3:13-19 we read that the appointment took place on a mountain.  The Jewish people considered mountains to be places of prayer and divine revelation.   Jesus commissioned the twelve disciples to share his ministry, to “proclaim the message and to have authority to cast out demons” (Mark 3:14).  He gave the twelve special instructions and defined the relationship they were to have with him.  This signified a shift in their responsibilities.  No longer were they just required to learn and be students; now they were Jesus’ apostles, his authorized agents,  representatives and “messengers,” ones sent with a special commission.  They were sent out to preach the message Jesus had been sharing with them.   The word “apostle” was also used to describe Paul, Barnabas and several others who also went into the world preaching Jesus’ message as his authorized agents. 

These twelve were certainly Jesus’ closest friends, but there were hundreds of people, including many women, who followed him, learned from him, and supported him in his ministry.  

The list of the twelve names varies slightly among the Gospel accounts, but every list begins with Simon Peter and ends with Judas Iscariot.  Biblical scholars have several theories to explain the differences, including that some may have been known by more than one name just as we today may have several names.  The exact names of the twelve are not the most important point -- the fact that these twelve represented the continuation of Jesus’ ministry to fulfill his mission on earth is the main focus.    Today the church is appointed to carry out Jesus’ mission.  Even young children can be disciples of Jesus through telling family and friends about Him, participating in service, worshiping, and caring for others. 

(Source:  Invitation Bible Studies for Elementary grades, Bible Zone #3, #10, #11, Who’s Who in The Bible by Joan Comay and Ronald Brownrigg)
Raiders of the Lost Art - Art Workshop

Calling the Disciples - Fishing and Following 
Objectives: 

· Children will recognize that Jesus asked friends to help him spread the news of God’s love.

· Children will become familiar with the story of how Jesus called his disciples.

· Children will identify the four closest disciples to Jesus.

· Children will recognize that Jesus called twelve disciples to be his closest followers.

· Children will recognize that many other people also followed Jesus.

· Children will identify ways they can follow Jesus today.

· Children will realize that following Jesus may require them to behave differently than their peers.

· Children will discuss the fish as a symbol for Jesus’ followers.

· Children will memorize Matthew 4:19.

· Children will make sandcasted paperweights with fish symbols.

Preparation and Room Set Up:  Set out several of the pictures of Jesus’ disciples and followers on the bulletin board or in the trunk.  It would probably be a good idea to make a sample ahead of time.  Gather supplies.   Set out a small shallow pan (such as an aluminum pie plate) and fill with sand.   Find a small stick from outdoors with which to write in the sand.  

Start on time!
Welcome and Introduction:  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.   Begin the class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be learning about the special friends who followed Jesus and learned from him.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.   Thank you for sending Jesus to teach his disciples about you and how you want us to live.  Help us to be disciples of Jesus too.  AMEN.”

Bible Passage:  Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.   In this rotation, the story of calling the disciples is spread out among all four gospels.  You don’t need to read all of the versions, but be sure to read (1) the calling of the fishermen and (2) the calling of the tax collector (Levi or Matthew) and (3) the commissioning of the twelve (see background information).  Have the children open their Bibles to the passages you choose and find the scripture.  Older children:  Have one or more volunteers read the passages  aloud.   Younger children:   Encourage them to find the passages in their Bibles as well.  Shepherds can help children locate passages.  Remind the children that stories about Jesus and his followers are found in the New Testament.  

Discussion Focus:  Refer to background information sheet in preparation for classroom discussion.  Explain to the children that there are some important words we need to know so that we can understand the story.  Define or discuss the meanings of the following words:


disciple -  a student or learner 


call - an invitation to come along with someone


apostle - one who is sent out as a special messenger to do a specific job

Discuss the following ideas with the children:  
· Jesus called all sorts of people to be his disciples.  Most were not rich or influential.  Jesus didn’t call people based on which church they attended, where they lived, or what type of clothes they wore.  He was interested in what was in their hearts and if they were willing to follow him and learn from him.  

· Jesus called different people who used their gifts and talents to spread the love of God.  

· Who were some of the disciples Jesus called?   What did they do for a living?  (fishermen, tax collector)

· What did these people do when Jesus asked them to follow him?  (they left everything and followed)

· What are some of the things you do well?   How can you use those things to be a disciple of Jesus also?

Talk about the fish symbol:  Remind the children that we often use symbols to stand for other things.  Ask for examples:  star for Christmas, manger for baby Jesus, flag for our country, etc.  Explain that the early Christians were often persecuted, imprisoned or even killed.  Followers of Jesus developed a secret sign so they could recognize each other.  They would scratch the symbol of a fish in the dirt and if the person recognized it, they would know it was safe to talk about Jesus.  Someone who wasn’t a follower of Jesus would think the other person was just scratching in the dirt.  (you can demonstrate this in a pan of sand)  

· The fish became the secret symbol for early Christians because the Greek word for fish, ICHTHUS, had the same letters as the first letters of “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior.”   The fish symbol also reminds us that many of Jesus’ disciples were fishermen. 

· Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children. 
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.”  Matthew 4:19

 (Print memory verse on paper and put on bulletin board or write on chalkboard)  Refer children to their Prayer Journals and the memory verse sheet.  If there is extra time before or after the lesson, encourage the children to illustrate the verse.  At some point during the Rotation they should write down the verse in their journals.

Tell the children that you are going to make a paperweight sandcasting with a fish symbol in it to remind them to follow Jesus. 

Activity - Sandcast Fish Paperweight


Supplies:  




small plastic or styrofoam bowls (about 3-4 inches diameter) - one per child



brown coarse sand (not fine white play sand)



plaster of Paris



large bucket of water 



several plastic spoons



small shells or jewels for eyes or decorations



felt

1.  Have children wear art smocks for this activity.  

2.  Fill a plastic/styrofoam container for each child with about 1-1 1/2 inch of sand. Label containers with child’s name.

3.  Dampen the sand with water if needed so that it will hold a shape easily.

4.  Let the children press a fish design into the damp sand using their fingers and to get the basic shape.  Encourage them to use the shells or  jewels to create designs on the fish.  (If they leave the shells in the design, be sure to have the good side of the shell face down in the sand!)

5.  Mix the plaster of Paris according to package directions.  Spoon the plaster into the fish mold, filling the container to a depth of about 1/2 to 3/4 inches.  

6.  Set aside to dry.

7.  Once dry (read directions on package for drying time), remove the plastic/styrofoam mold and brush off any loose sand from the fish.

8.  Glue a scrap of felt to the bottom of the paperweight so it will not scratch the table.  

9.  Take pictures for our scrapbook!

10.  If the molds are not completely dry, allow to sit until the following week.

IMPORTANT!    Do not put plaster down the sink drain as it will clog it.  Rinse all items, containers, spoons, and even hands in the large bucket of water!  
Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   Review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation if there is extra time.  

Tell the children that their fish paperweights will help them remember to follow Jesus throughout the week in all that they do.   (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.  

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Encourage the children to help with clean up.  Be sure that children take home their paperweights if dry.  Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents.  

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently.

(Lesson set adapted from New Invitation Bible Studies for Elementary Grades 1-6, Abingdon Press)

Sunday Morning Live - Drama Workshop

Fishing and Following - Calling the Disciples 
For Older Children:

Objectives: 

· Children will recognize that Jesus asked friends to help him spread the news of God’s love.

· Children will become familiar with the story of how Jesus called his disciples.

· Children will identify the four closest disciples to Jesus.

· Children will recognize that Jesus called twelve disciples to be his closest followers.

· Children will recognize that many other people also followed Jesus.

· Children will identify ways they can follow Jesus today.

· Children will realize that following Jesus may require them to behave differently than their peers.

· Children will memorize Matthew 4:19.

· Children will create a mock TV newscast where they interview the disciples. 

Room Set Up/Preparations:   

· Arrange to have a video camera available for this workshop. 

· Consider bringing in a bright light to enhance the authentic feel during the interview.

· Gather supplies to create a fake microphone or borrow a real microphone. 

· Arrange the room furniture to resemble a TV newsroom, including a sign with call letters WSML.  

· Option:  Children can also draw scenery on the blackboard and plan for the interview to be “LIVE on location.”  

· Set up a table and chairs so that children can do research with their Bibles.  Provide pencils and paper.  

· Set out the posters of the twelve disciples near the table so the children can refer to them.   

· Copy  assignment sheets.

Start on time!
Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name. Begin the class with introductions.   (Have adults participate also).  Tell the children that today you will be hearing about how Jesus called his disciples.  You will learn more about these special friends of Jesus.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Help us to learn more about these special friends of Jesus, so that we can become better followers of Jesus too.   AMEN”

Scripture References:   

Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, John 1:40-42, Luke 5:1-11 . . . Jesus calls the fishermen

Luke 5:27-32 . . . Jesus calls Levi

Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:14-19, Luke 6:12-16 . . . Jesus calls the twelve

John 1:43-51 . . . Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael

John 12:4, 6 . . . Judas

John 20:26-28 . . .Thomas

Lesson:   
For Older Children:   Make a copy of the assignment sheets (attached to this lesson) to hand out to the class.    If you do not have enough children to cover all of the sheets, make sure that you include the calling of the fishermen - Andrew, Simon Peter, James and John, Levi (or Matthew), Philip and Nathanael (Bartholomew) and the commissioning of the twelve.   Children will follow the instructions on the sheets, looking up the scripture reference, writing down information about the disciple they are assigned, and creating a conversation in interview format which will be videotaped.  

This lesson will work best if the teacher gets in the act as well.  Play the part of the newsroom boss as much as possible.  You and the shepherds may need to help the children as they do their research and answer the questions on the sheets and practice their interviews.  The videotape that the fifth and sixth graders create from their class will provide the lesson for HolyWord Theatre for this rotation.  Encourage the children to dress in costumes, create pretend microphones (or borrow real ones) and speak slowly and clearly when being videotaped.   

Tell the class:   Today  you are all investigative news reporters.  I am  your boss here at news station WSML.  Your assignment is to discover everything you can about some news breaking incidents that are occurring.  We’ve just heard that a poor Galilean preacher has been creating quite a disturbance near the Sea of Galilee.  Evidently he is talking to people and asking them to go somewhere with him . . .  a real Pied Piper!  We’re not sure where he is taking all these people.    Reports are coming in that four fishermen, a tax collector and many other people are leaving everything to follow this man named Jesus.   Your job is to discover what is going on.  Who are these so-called disciples of Jesus?  What are they like?  What were they doing when they met this Jesus person?  Why are they following him?  Where is he taking them?   

I’m going to hand out your individual assignments now.  You’ll have about 20 minutes to research this problem and report back to me.  We will have a live broadcast at 9:45 a.m. with interviews of these people.  You’ll need to be ready, with your interview written and prepared and in costume by then.  So, find out all you can about these unusual men.    Remember . . . our church is counting on you to bring us the latest, breaking stories LIVE from WSML! 
Hand out the assignment sheets to pairs of students to work on together.  Once they have looked up the references and filled out their assignment sheet, they will need to decide who will be the interviewer and who will be the disciple. *  Encourage them to dress in costume.  Have them practice the interview a time or two before the “live” broadcast. 

* Option:  If necessary, you can serve as the interviewer and have the children dress up as the disciples and answer your questions taken from the assignment sheet.   You may need to do this with the 3rd -4th grade class.  Use your discretion.

Rotate among the groups to keep them focused and to see if they need help.  Give them a five minute warning before the broadcast will begin.  

If desired, assign some children who finish earliest,  the task of creating scenery on the blackboard or drawing a “Special Report” sign to show at the beginning of the broadcast.  

Broadcast:    Have the shepherd, or another adult begin the videotape.  You, or another student, can be the newscaster with the “Special Report” breaking news.  Then have the children give their interviews, one pair at a time.  Make sure that they answer the questions on their assignment sheets as completely as possible.  If necessary, you can prompt them with some questions of your own to get them to delve deeper. 

End the broadcast with the entire cast of children all grouped together in a crowd.  Announce that Jesus has chosen his special group of twelve apostles, but there are many, many other men and women who are following Jesus. 

Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   If you have extra time, review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.    (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.  

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.”  Matthew 4:19

(this memory verse will probably be mentioned several times in the broadcast)

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Encourage the children to help clean up, hanging up all costumes.   Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents.  

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently. 
Simon Peter
Bible Passages:  Matthew 4:18-22, John 1:41-42, Luke 5: 1-11.

Directions: 
Together with your partner, read the Bible passages above.  As you are reading, look for the answers to the following questions.  Write down the answers.

1.  What did Simon (Peter) do for a living?

2.  Who was his brother?

3.  These two brothers were in business with two other brothers named _________________ and 

_____________________, sons of _____________________________.

4.  What new name did Jesus give Simon? _____________________   This name has another meaning 

too.  Be sure to look at the tiny print at the bottom of the page. _____________________  Why do you 

think Jesus would give this name to Simon?

5.  What amazing thing did Jesus do with Simon in his fishing boat?

6.  What do you think Simon was thinking after this miracle?  

7.  What did Jesus ask Simon Peter to do?

8.  What did Simon Peter do?

9.   What do you think was the hardest thing for Simon Peter to leave behind?   What must he have felt or believed about Jesus to follow him?

Now using the answers to these questions, write an interview together.  
One of you will be the interviewer for  WSML News.  The interviewer will ask questions.  The other one will be Simon Peter,  the disciple of Jesus, who will answer the interviewer’s questions.  

Make sure that you tell all the important information you learned about in your interview:  Be descriptive and show the kind of emotion you think Simon Peter would be feeling.   Try to put yourself in his shoes.  How would you feel if this were happening to you?

Practice the interview a few times to see how it goes.  Talk clearly and loudly so the audience will be able to understand.   

When you are ready, find costumes and get ready to do your interview “live” for our broadcast!

Andrew

Bible Passages:  Matthew 4:18-21, John 1:35-42

Directions: 
Together with your partner, read the Bible passages above.  As you are reading, look for the answers to the following questions.  Write down the answers.

1.  What did Andrew do for a living?

2.  Who was his brother?

3.  These two brothers were in business with two other brothers named _________________ and 

_____________________, sons of _____________________________.

4.  Andrew was first a disciple of who? _____________________________________________

5.  What did John the Baptist call Jesus?  ___________________________________________

What does that mean?  (Hint:  read the Did you Know? section)

6.  What did Andrew and his friend ask Jesus? 

7.  What did Jesus answer?

8.  What do you think Andrew and his friend and Jesus did all day?  

9.   Who was the first person Andrew told about his day?

10.  What did he say about Jesus?  What did he call him?  

11. What did Jesus ask Simon Peter and Andrew to do while they were fishing?   

Now using the answers to these questions, write an interview together.  

One of you will be the interviewer for  WSML News.  The interviewer will ask questions.  The other one will be Andrew,  the disciple of Jesus, who will answer the interviewer’s questions.  

Make sure that you tell all the important information you learned about in your interview:  Be descriptive and show the kind of emotion you think Andrew is feeling.  Try to put yourself in his shoes.  How would you feel if this were happening to you?

Practice the interview a few times to see how it goes.  Talk clearly and loudly so the audience will be able to understand.   

When you are ready, find costumes and get ready to do your interview “live” for our broadcast!

James and John
Bible Passages:  Matthew 4:18-21, Mark 3:13-18

Directions: 
Together with your partner, read the Bible passages above.  As you are reading, look for the answers to the following questions.  Write down the answers.

1.  What do these two brothers do for a living?

2.  Who is their father? 

3.  These two brothers were in business with two other brothers named _________________ and 

_____________________

4.  What did Jesus ask James and John  to do while they were fishing?

5.  What did they do?  What do you think their father thought about them leaving the business?

6.  What happened on the mountainside?

7.  How many apostles did Jesus appoint? ___________________ How do you think James and John 

felt when they were chosen?

8.  What special name did Jesus give these two brothers?  Why do you think they were called that? (hint:  look at the poster of the disciples)

Now using the answers to these questions, write an interview together.  
One of you will be the interviewer for  WSML News.  The interviewer will ask questions.  The other one will be John or James,  the disciple of Jesus, who will answer the interviewer’s questions.  

Make sure that you tell all the important information you learned about in your interview:  Be descriptive and show the kind of emotion you think John and James are feeling.  Try to put yourself in their shoes.  How would you feel if this were happening to you?

Practice the interview a few times to see how it goes.  Talk clearly and loudly so the audience will be able to understand.   

When you are ready, find costumes and get ready to do your interview “live” for our broadcast!

Matthew (Levi)
Bible Passages:  Mark 2:13-17

Directions: 
Together with your partner, read the Bible passage above.  As you are reading, look for the answers to the following questions.  Write down the answers.

1.  What did Levi (he was also called Matthew) do for a living?

2.  How did people in Jesus’ time feel about tax collectors?  (hint:  look up tax collectors in the KidCordance Book) 

3.  What did Jesus say to Levi when he saw him? 

4.  Where did Levi and Jesus go and what did they do?

5.  Why were the Pharisees angry with Jesus?

6.   What do you think Levi thought about being asked to eat with Jesus?

7.  What did Jesus answer the Pharisees?  What do you think he meant by that? 

8.  Do you think Levi continued to steal from others after he met Jesus?  How else do you think he was changed? 

Now using the answers to these questions, write an interview together.  

One of you will be the interviewer for  WSML News.  The interviewer will ask questions.  The other one will be Levi (Matthew)  the disciple of Jesus, who will answer the interviewer’s questions.  

Make sure that you tell all the important information you learned about in your interview:  Be descriptive and show the kind of emotion you think Levi is feeling.  Try to put yourself in his shoes.  How would you feel if this were happening to you?

Practice the interview a few times to see how it goes.  Talk clearly and loudly so the audience will be able to understand.   

When you are ready, find costumes and get ready to do your interview “live” for our broadcast!

Philip and Nathanael (Bartholomew)
Bible Passages:  Mark 2:13-17

Directions: 
Together with your partner, read the Bible passage above.  As you are reading, look for the answers to the following questions.  Write down the answers.

1.  What did Jesus say to Philip?

2.  Who did Philip go to find?

3.  What did he say to Nathanael?

4.  What did Nathanael say to Philip?  Do you think he believed that Jesus was special at first?

5.  What happened when Nathanael met Jesus for himself?  How do you think he felt?

6.  What did he say about Jesus?

7.  What did Jesus promise Nathanael that he would see?  What do you think Nathanael was thinking when Jesus told him he would see even greater things?

Now using the answers to these questions, write an interview together.  
One of you will be the interviewer for  WSML News.  The interviewer will ask questions.  The other one will be Nathanael the disciple of Jesus, who will answer the interviewer’s questions.  

Make sure that you tell all the important information you learned about in your interview:  Be descriptive and show the kind of emotion you think Nathanael is feeling.  Try to put yourself in his shoes.  How would you feel if this were happening to you?

Practice the interview a few times to see how it goes.  Talk clearly and loudly so the audience will be able to understand. 

When you are ready, find costumes and get ready to do your interview “live” for our broadcast!
For younger children:

(grades 1-2)

Objectives:

· Children will recognize that Jesus asked friends to help him spread the news of God’s love.

· Children will become familiar with the story of how Jesus called his disciples.

· Children will identify the four closest disciples to Jesus.

· Children will recognize that Jesus called twelve disciples to be his closest followers.

· Children will recognize that many other people also followed Jesus.

· Children will identify ways they can follow Jesus today.

· Children will realize that following Jesus may require them to behave differently than their peers.

· Children will memorize Matthew 4:19.

· Children will create a piggyback song about following Jesus and pantomime the story.

Room Set Up/Supplies Needed:   

Rhythm instruments to accompany song

Costumes if desired

Start on time!
Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name.  Begin the class with introductions.   (Have adults participate also).  Tell the children that today you will be hearing about some special friends Jesus had.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Help us to be friends of Jesus and to follow him, too.   AMEN”

Scripture: 

Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, John 1:40-42, Luke 5:1-1 . . . Jesus calls the fishermen

Luke 5:27-32 . . . Jesus calls Levi

Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:14-19, Luke 6:12-16 . . . Jesus calls the twelve

John 1:43-51 . . . Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael

Choose one of the gospel passages to relate each of the following events: 

Jesus calls the fishermen, Jesus calls Levi, Jesus calls the twelve

Lesson:
Gather the children seated in a circle with their Bibles.  Remind them that we are learning a story about Jesus and his followers.  All the stories about Jesus take place in the New Testament.  Tell the children that most of the stories about Jesus Open your Bible to the first passage and have them find it as well (Shepherds can help).  Read the various passages as the children follow along in their Bibles.

Discussion Focus:  Refer to background information sheet in preparation for classroom discussion.  Explain to the children that there are some important words we need to know so that we can understand the story.  Define or discuss the meanings of the following words:


disciple -  a student or learner 


call - an invitation to come along with someone


apostle - one who is sent out as a special messenger to do a specific job

Discuss the following ideas with the children:  
· Jesus called all sorts of people to be his disciples.  Most were not rich or influential.  Jesus didn’t call people based on which church they attended, where they lived, or what type of clothes they wore.  He was interested in what was in their hearts and if they were willing to follow him and learn from him.  

· Jesus called different people who used their gifts and talents to spread the love of God.  

· Who were some of the disciples Jesus called?   What did they do for a living?  (fishermen, tax collector)

· Why do you think Jesus asked these people to follow him?

· What did these people do when Jesus asked them to follow him?  (they left everything and followed)

· What would you do if Jesus was here today and asked you to leave everything you knew behind and follow him?  What would be the hardest thing for you to leave?    

· Jesus doesn’t ask us to give up our family and your homes, but sometimes he might ask us to stop doing certain things.  What are some things Jesus might not like for you to do?

· What are some of the things you do well?   How can you use those things to be a disciple of Jesus like the first disciples were?       

Activity:  Create a Piggyback Song
Tell the children that you are going to create a song as a class together that will tell about being a follower of Jesus.  The song will be sung to the familiar tune of “Are You Sleeping?”  Begin with the verses already done, or create your own and then encourage the children to add to the song.  Because this song echoes, it will be easy for you to sing the first line, then have the children repeat it back.  Pass out the rhythm instruments so that every child has one.  Have them play along with the beat of the music, perhaps playing only when they repeat the second line.

Follow Jesus

(to the tune of Are You Sleeping?)
Following Jesus

Following Jesus,

Who were they?

Who were they?

Who followed Jesus?

Who followed Jesus?

Do you know?

Do you know?

Jesus’ disciples

Jesus’ disciples

Followed Him

Followed Him

They were Jesus’ . . .  (pause here to see if children will fill in the blank) . . .  friends
They were Jesus’ friends

Followed him

Followed him.

How many were there?

How many were there?

Following him

Following him

There were . . . (pause to see if children recall the number) . . . 12 disciples
There were 12 disciples

Following him

Following him

Can you name them?

Can you name them?

His 12 friends?

His 12 friends?

Can you tell their names now?

Can you tell their names now?

Following him

Following him

Simon Peter

Simon Peter

He was one

He was one

Peter was a . . . (pantomime fishing to encourage them to guess) . . . fisherman
Peter was a fisherman

Following him

Following him.

Andrew, James and John

Andrew, James and John

They fished too

They fished too

They  left their boats and nets

They left their boats and nets

To follow him

To follow him.

Levi Matthew

Levi Matthew

A shocking friend

A shocking friend

No one liked a tax collector

No one liked a tax collector

But Jesus did

But Jesus did.

Philip and Nathanael

Philip and Nathanael

Two more friends

Two more friends

Left their homes and things

Left their homes and things

To follow him

To follow him.

 (you can create verses for the remaining disciples if you want . . . 

Thaddaeus, Judas Iscariot, Simon the Zealot, Doubting Thomas, James )

Many others 

Many others

Followed too

Followed too

Lots of men and women

Lots of men and women

Followed him

Followed him.

Can you follow

Can you follow

Jesus too?

Jesus too?

Can you follow Jesus

Can you follow Jesus

Follow him

Follow him?

I’ll follow Jesus

I’ll follow Jesus

Yes, I will

Yes, I will

This is how I’ll follow

This is how I’ll follow

Follow him

Follow him.

I’ll trust Jesus

I’ll trust Jesus

Everyday

Everyday

When I’m scared or lonely

When I’m scared or lonely

I’ll trust him

I’ll trust him.

I’ll tell others

I’ll tell others

Of his love

Of his love

I’ll tell all my friends

I’ll tell all my friends

of Jesus’ love

of Jesus’ love.

I will pray

I will pray

All the time

All the time

I will pray to Jesus

I will pray to Jesus

Everyday

Everyday.

ETC.  ETC. ETC.  this can go on and on . . . like the Energizer Bunny. . . but it’s fun.  Let them come up with their own ideas of ways to follow Jesus and make up the verses as you go along . . . let your creative juices flow! 

Some other suggestions if they’re stuck:

read my Bible,  I’ll be nice, Tell the truth, Help my mother, share my toys, Do my chores, feed my dog, clean my room, I’ll help others, etc.

You might want to end with this verse:

Follow Jesus

Follow Jesus

He loves us

He loves us

We all can follow Jesus

We all can follow Jesus

Follow Him

Follow Him.

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.”  Matthew 4:19
Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   If you have extra time, review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.   (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.  

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Encourage the children to help clean up.   Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents.  

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently. 

Bible Quest - Games, Bible Skills, Storytelling Workshop

Calling the Disciples - Fishing and Following 
Objectives: 

· Children will recognize that Jesus asked friends to help him spread the news of God’s love.

· Children will become familiar with the story of how Jesus called his disciples.

· Children will identify the four closest disciples to Jesus.

· Children will recognize that Jesus called twelve disciples to be his closest followers.

· Children will recognize that many other people also followed Jesus.

· Children will identify ways they can follow Jesus today.

· Children will realize that following Jesus may require them to behave differently than their peers.

· Children will memorize Matthew 4:19.

· Children will play games to reinforce the story and the memory verse.

Preparation and Room Set Up:
Review the background information sheets.

Choose the games you will play and gather supplies.

Start on time!
Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name.  Begin class with introductions.  (Have adults participate also).  Tell the children that today you will be hearing about how Jesus called twelve special friends to be his disciples.  We’ll also play some games to help us remember the story and learn how we can be disciples of Jesus too.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Help us to learn more about what Jesus taught his disciples so that we can be disciples too.    AMEN”

Scripture: 

Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, John 1:40-42, Luke 5:1-1 . . . Jesus calls the fishermen

Luke 5:27-32 . . . Jesus calls Levi

Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:14-19, Luke 6:12-16 . . . Jesus calls the twelve

John 1:43-51 . . . Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael 

Bible Passage:   Gather the children together in the Temple area with their Bibles. Remind the children that stories about Jesus and his followers are found in the New Testament.   Have them locate the New Testament in their Bibles.  Have the children use their Bibles to locate the story.  For Younger Children:  Choose one of the passages in each area.  Help the children find the passages for themselves and follow along with you as you read.  For Older Children:  Have pairs of children locate all the passages in the different gospels and read the different versions.  

Discussion Focus:  Refer to background information sheet in preparation for classroom discussion.   If the children express confusion with the different versions of the gospel stories, explain that some of the differences we read about are because each writer had his own perspective and was trying to tell the story to a different group of people.  The most important thing is that we see how many followers Jesus had.  We also see how each person’s relationship with Jesus was unique. 

Explain to the children that there are some important words we need to know so that we can understand the story.  Define or discuss the meanings of the following words:


disciple -  a student or learner 


call - an invitation to come along with someone


apostle - one who is sent out as a special messenger to do a specific job

Discuss the following ideas with the children:  

· Explain that for thousands of years, the Jewish people had been waiting for God to send their promised Messiah . . . the anointed one who would save them.  The Jewish people were expecting a mighty king who would set them free from their Roman masters.  

· When Jesus began traveling and preaching, what types of people did Jesus call to follow him?

· How do you think the Jewish leaders felt about that?  Jesus was spending his time with “tax collectors and sinners” instead of with the important religious leaders of the day.  What kind of Messiah was this?     

· Why do you think Jesus chose the people he did?  

· Do you think you would have recognized Jesus as the Messiah if you were living then?  What would have convinced you?

· What did these people do when Jesus asked them to follow him?   

· How can we follow Jesus today?  What specifically can we do?

· How do we know what Jesus wants us to do?

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.”  Matthew 4:19

 (Print memory verse on paper and put on bulletin board or write on chalkboard)  Refer children to their Prayer Journals and the memory verse sheet.  At some point during the Rotation they should write down the verse in their journals.

Games:
Choose one or more of the following games to play with the class. 

For Younger Children:
Fishing for Disciples



Supplies:


different colored paper fish with activities written on each one



paper clips



fishing poles with magnets attached to ends



round blue tablecloth or paper cut to resemble a lake (about 36 inches across)



small basket

Gather the children in the open area of the room by the mural.  Divide them  into pairs.  Have them gather around the “lake.”   Say:  Jesus told us that we should follow him and he would teach us to fish for people.  We’re going to play a game that will help us learn how we can be better followers of Jesus.  As you can see, there are lots of fish in this lake.  Each fish has something written on it.  The object of this game is to try to catch a fish.  You’ll read what is written on it and together with your partner, decide if it is something that will help you become a disciple of Jesus.  If it is then you can keep the fish.  If it’s not, you need to throw it in the basket.  Everyone needs to have a chance to go fishing, so be sure to take turns with the fishing pole.  Once all the “good” fish are caught, we’ll count and see who caught the most disciples!   Give each pair a fishing pole.  Ask for questions and begin.

Once all the “good” fish are caught, have the children sit around the lake and count their fish.  Determine the winner.  Say:  Let’s go around the circle and see what some of the activities are that help us to be good disciples of Jesus.  What were some of the activities that got in our way or made it harder for us to be disciples?  Jesus tells us that by fishing for people and helping others to learn about him, we are all winners!

For Younger Children:

Jesus Fishes for . . . 

Have the group form a circle of chairs in an open area of the room.  You should have one less chair than the number of players.  Stand in the center of the circle of chairs.  Say:  We’re going to play a fun active game about fishing for people.  I’ll start us out by saying “Jesus fishes for everyone wearing black shoes.”  Everyone who is wearing black shoes must immediately get up and switch seats with someone else.  The person in the middle will try to find a seat.  Whoever is left standing will be the next one in the middle.  He or she will say, “Jesus fishes for . . .” and will name something else.  For example:  anyone wearing green, anyone with brown hair, anyone who is a girl, anyone who is human, etc.  Play until everyone has had a chance to be in the middle.  When finished say:  That was fun!  We can see that Jesus really is fishing for all of us, no matter what we wear, what we look like, or who we are.  Jesus loves all of us and wants us all to follow him.  

Disciple Match

(Adapted from Bible Zone #11, Cokesbury)


Supplies and Preparations:



Two copies of the pictures of the twelve disciples 



(Reproducibles 4A and 4B), cut out evenly.



(make enough sets so that several groups can play at once) 

Divide the children into pairs or threes.  Give each group a set of cards and have them shuffle them well.  Spread the cards out on a  table face down in rows and let the children take turns turning two cards over at a time.  If they get a match, they leave the cards face up and take another turn.  If they do not match, turn the cards back over and the next player gets a turn.  Play until all the cards are face up.

Disciple Cards
(New Invitation Bible Studies, 96-97, Abingdon Press)


Supplies:


List of the twelve disciples on chalkboard or butcher paper



light  colored construction paper or tag board cut in half (~4X6 inches)



pencils



markers

Ask the children how many of the disciples they can name.  Tell them that one way to help remember a phrase is to use a mnemonic device.  For example:  Every Good Boy Does Fine helps us remember the notes on a music staff.  

Tell the children that a picture can also act as a mnemonic device.  For example, for Andrew, the children might draw a picture of a girl named Anne drawing a picture.  For Philip they might draw water pouring into a glass and some lips.  

Divide the class into pairs and let each pair develop a set of disciple mnemonic flash cards.  After they have made their cards, let them test each other to see if others recognize the disciples.

Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   If you have extra time, review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.   (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.  

Clean-up:   Help Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Gather all paper, game supplies, etc. and put neatly away in the cabinet and storage closet.    Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents. 

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently. 


Solid Rock Cafe - Cooking Workshop

Calling the Disciples - Fishing and Following 

Please Note!  During this rotation, 

 Solid Rock Cafe will meet in the Raiders 

of the Lost Art Room!  

Objectives: 

· Children will recognize that Jesus asked friends to help him spread the news of God’s love.

· Children will become familiar with the story of how Jesus called his disciples.

· Children will identify the four closest disciples to Jesus.

· Children will recognize that Jesus called twelve disciples to be his closest followers.

· Children will recognize that many other people also followed Jesus.

· Children will identify ways they can follow Jesus today.

· Children will realize that following Jesus may require them to behave differently than their peers.

· Children will memorize Matthew 4:19.

· Children will create Good Fortune Cookies to share with friends.

Start on time!
Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name.  Begin the class with introductions.   (Have adults participate also).  Tell the children that today you will be hearing about how Jesus asked some special friends to follow him and be his disciples.  

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Help us learn how to follow you better each day.  AMEN”  

Scripture: 

Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, John 1:40-42, Luke 5:1-1 . . . Jesus calls the fishermen

Luke 5:27-32 . . . Jesus calls Levi

Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:14-19, Luke 6:12-16 . . . Jesus calls the twelve

John 1:43-51 . . . Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael 

Lesson:  Choose one of the scripture references from each of the above stories.  Gather the children with their Bibles and have them locate the first reference.  For older children:  Have a child read the passage.  For younger children:  Help them locate the passage (Shepherds can help) and follow along as you read the passage.

Discussion Focus:  Refer to background information sheet in preparation for classroom discussion.  Explain to the children that there are some important words we need to know so that we can understand the story.  Define or discuss the meanings of the following words:


disciple -  a student or learner 


call - an invitation to come along with someone


apostle - one who is sent out as a special messenger to do a specific job

Discuss the following ideas with the children:  
· Jesus called all sorts of people to be his disciples.  Most were not rich or influential.  Jesus didn’t call people based on which church they attended, where they lived, or what type of clothes they wore.  He was interested in what was in their hearts and if they were willing to follow him and learn from him.  

· Jesus called different people who used their gifts and talents to spread the love of God.  

· Who were some of the disciples Jesus called?   What did they do for a living?  (fishermen, tax collector)

· What did these people do when Jesus asked them to follow him?  (they left everything and followed)

· What are some of the things you do well?   How can you use those things to be a disciple of Jesus also?

· What are some ways we can show Jesus we want to follow him?

Good Fortune Cookies - makes 32 cookie




Supplies:


Concordance (for older children)- several copies would be helpful



paper cut into small slips 1/2 inch by 4 inches



electric frying pan



bowl for mixing



spoon



paper towels



muffin tins (to hold cookies while cooling)

Explain to the children that one of the best ways to be a disciple of Jesus is to be kind, loving and joyful to others.  Sharing these good feelings with others will pass on some of the love that Jesus gives to us.  Tell the children that today they are going to make “Good Fortune Cookies” which they will eat in class and also take home to share with others.  The good fortunes inside will be scriptures that come from the Bible and talk about love, kindness, and joy.  For Older Children:  To find these Bible verses, they will learn to use a special book called a Concordance which is kind of like a big Bible glossary.  You look up the word and it will tell you all the places in the Bible you can find it.  For Younger Children:  Sample scriptures are included.  They can be copied and cut into small strips.  Encourage the children to look them up in their Bibles however!  

Set out the paper, Bibles and Concordances.  Have the children look up several verses using the Concordance or find the scriptures that are already printed (if grades 1-2).  

Copy the verse onto the slip of paper.

When the children are finished with their researching and writing, clear away all the scraps.

Have the children help measure out the ingredients and make the cookies as described below.  *

*  If you have a large class, plan to bring two electric skillets and divide the class in two.

  











Ingredients: 






1 cup sifted cake flour






8 tablespoons sugar






4 tablespoons cornstarch






1/8 teaspoon salt






7 tablespoons oil






4 egg whites






4 tablespoons water






1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Stir together the dry ingredients.  Add oil and egg white and stir until smooth.  Add water and mix thoroughly.  Lightly grease the electric skillet.  Pour 1 tablespoon of the batter into the skillet and spread into a 3 1/2 inch circle, using the back of a spoon.  Cook over low heat until lightly brown (about 3-4 minutes).  Flip over and cook for one minute more.  

Remove the cookie from the pan and place on a paper towel.  Place the “good fortune” in the center of the circle and fold the cookie in half over it.  Fold the cookie in half again by placing it over the edge of a bowl.  Cool cookies in a muffin tin to hold their shape.  Makes 32 cookies.  

After cookies are cool, allow children to eat one.  Wrap remaining cookies in napkins for children to take home to share with family or friends.  

Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   If you have extra time, review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.  (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.  

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.”  Matthew 4:19

 (Print memory verse on paper and put on bulletin board or write on chalkboard)  Refer children to their Prayer Journals and the memory verse sheet.  At some point during the Rotation they should write down the verse in their journals.

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Encourage the children to help clean up.   Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents. 

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently. 

Sample Scriptures for Solid Rock Cafe - 

Good Fortune Cookies

Love one another.  John 13:34

We will shout for joy.  Psalm 20:5

Shout to God with cries of joy.  Psalm 47:1

A cheerful look brings joy.  Proverbs 15:30

Shout aloud and sing for joy.  Proverbs 12:6

Pray always with joy.  Philippians 1:4

Love is patient, love is kind.  I Corinthians 13:4

Be kind.  Ephesians 4:32

Always be kind to each other.  I Thessalonians 5:15

Love the Lord your God.  Deuteronomy 6:5

Remain in my love.  John 15:9
HolyWord Theatre - Video Workshop

Calling the Disciples - Fishing and Following 
Objectives:
· Children will recognize that Jesus asked friends to help him spread the news of God’s love.

· Children will become familiar with the story of how Jesus called his disciples.

· Children will identify the four closest disciples to Jesus.

· Children will recognize that Jesus called twelve disciples to be his closest followers.

· Children will recognize that many other people also followed Jesus.

· Children will identify ways they can follow Jesus today.

· Children will realize that following Jesus may require them to behave differently than their peers.

· Children will memorize Matthew 4:19.

· Younger Children will view  the video,  Children’s Heroes of the Bible Series:   Jesus Teaches and Calls Disciples.  Older children will view a clip from the Jesus CBS mini-series and the video made in Sunday Morning Live Drama Workshop.

Preparation and Room Set Up:  Preview the videos and background information sheet.  Arrive early in class to begin popping popcorn. 
Start on time!
Welcome and Introduction:  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name. Begin class with introductions.    (Have adults participate also).  Tell the children that today you will watch a video about Jesus and some of his special friends.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here in your house this morning.  Help us to learn about Jesus’ friends so that we can be better followers, too.   AMEN.”

Scripture: 

Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, John 1:40-42, Luke 5:1-1 . . . Jesus calls the fishermen

Luke 5:27-32 . . . Jesus calls Levi

Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:14-19, Luke 6:12-16 . . . Jesus calls the twelve

John 1:43-51 . . . Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael 

Bible Passage:   Gather the children together around the tables with their Bibles.  Remind the children that stories about Jesus and his followers are found in the New Testament.   Have them locate the New Testament in their Bibles.  Have the children use their Bibles to locate the story.   Choose one of the passages in each area.  Help the children find the passages for themselves and follow along with you as you read.  For Older Children:  Have volunteers read the passages you have chosen. 

Discussion Focus:  Refer to background information sheet in preparation for classroom discussion.   

Explain to the children that there are some important words we need to know so that we can understand the story.  Define or discuss the meanings of the following words:


disciple -  a student or learner 


call - an invitation to come along with someone


apostle - one who is sent out as a special messenger to do a specific job

Tell the children to watch for some of the following ideas as they watch the movie:   
· Who were the Jewish people expecting as their Messiah and what would he be like?

· What types of people did Jesus call to follow him?

· What did these people do when Jesus asked them to follow him?

· Where did they go?

Videos:  Have children get their popcorn and find a seat on the rug.  Show videos for each class:  Younger children will view Jesus calls his Apostles.  Older children will view a clip from the Jesus mini-series and the video made in the 5th and 6th grade Drama workshop.

Discussion:  After the video, discuss the following with the children:

· What did the Jewish people expect their Messiah to be like?  (for thousands of years, the Jewish people had been waiting for God to send their promised Messiah . . . the anointed one who would save them.  The Jewish people were expecting a mighty king who would set them free from their Roman masters.)  

· What types of people did Jesus call to follow him?

· Why do you think Jesus chose the people he did? 

· What did these people do when Jesus asked them to follow him?

· Where did they go?

· Jesus was spending his time with “tax collectors and sinners” instead of with the important religious leaders of the day.  What kind of Messiah was this?  What did  the Jewish leaders think about that?       

· Do you think you would have recognized Jesus as the Messiah if you were living then?  What would have convinced you?

·  How can we follow Jesus today?  What specifically can we do?

· How do we know what Jesus wants us to do?

· What are some things you do to follow Jesus that are easy?

· What are the harder things to do to follow Jesus?  

· Do most of your friends follow Jesus?

For Older Children:
Cue the video up to the area where Jesus calls his disciples.  Show this first.  Then tell the children that they are going to see a video that the 5th and 6th graders made where they interviewed some of Jesus’ followers.  Tell them to pay attention to the similarities and differences among the disciples.  

Discussion Ideas:  In addition to some of the above ideas, include these questions:

· Why did Jesus call disciples to follow him?

· Who were some of Jesus’ disciples?

· What did they do before deciding to follow Jesus?

· How are they alike?  How are they different?

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.”  Matthew 4:19

 (Print memory verse on paper and put on bulletin board or write on chalkboard)  Refer children to their Prayer Journals and the memory verse sheet.  At some point during the Rotation they should write down the verse in their journals.

Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   Review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.  

 (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Older children can write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals at this time if they have not done so and illustrate the verse.  Children should write the verse in their Prayer Journals at some point during the rotation.

 Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . 

leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently. Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to bring their friends.

Clean-up:  Have children throw away their popcorn bags and cups.  Clean out popcorn machine and sweep up any stray kernels.  Put away Bibles, paper, pencils, videos, etc.  Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents.

CyberSpace Computers

Calling the Disciples - Fishing and Following 
Objectives:
· Children will recognize that Jesus asked friends to help him spread the news of God’s love.

· Children will become familiar with the story of how Jesus called his disciples.

· Children will identify the four closest disciples to Jesus.

· Children will recognize that Jesus called twelve disciples to be his closest followers.

· Children will recognize that many other people also followed Jesus.

· Children will learn about the various disciples and their relationship to Jesus.

· Children will identify ways they can follow Jesus today.

· Children will realize that following Jesus may require them to behave differently than their peers.

· Children will memorize Matthew 4:19.

· Children will investigate the disciples and create a display with information about the disciples.

· Younger children will create a bookmark with the Bible memory verse.

Preparation and Room Set Up:  Preview the software programs, ‘BibleLand’ and ‘Life of Christ’,  and background information sheet. Cut 13 sheets of butcher paper  in 5-6’ lengths to make life-size ‘disciples.’   Start on time!  

Welcome and Introduction:  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name. Begin class with introductions.    (Have adults participate also).  Tell the children that today you will learn about Jesus’ special friends using the computers.  Refer to the Bible Computer Lab Commandments.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here in your house this morning.  Help us to learn about Jesus’ friends so that we can be better followers, too.   AMEN.”

Scripture: 

Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, John 1:40-42, Luke 5:1-1 . . . Jesus calls the fishermen

Luke 5:27-32 . . . Jesus calls Levi

Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:14-19, Luke 6:12-16 . . . Jesus calls the twelve

John 1:43-51 . . . Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael 

Bible Passage:   Gather the children together around the center table with their Bibles.  Remind the children that stories about Jesus and his followers are found in the New Testament.   Have them locate the New Testament in their Bibles.  Have the children use their Bibles to locate the story.   Choose one of the passages in each area.  Help the children find the passages for themselves and follow along with you as you read.  For Older Children:  Have volunteers read the passages you have chosen. 

Discussion Focus:  Refer to background information sheet in preparation for classroom discussion.   

Explain to the children that there are some important words we need to know so that we can understand the story.  Define or discuss the meanings of the following words:


disciple -  a student or learner 


call - an invitation to come along with someone


apostle - one who is sent out as a special messenger to do a specific job

· Explain to the children that they will be investigating (learning about) some of Jesus’ special friends.  They will research the disciples using the CD Bibleland and work together in groups to create butcher paper disciples to display on the classroom walls.  Younger children will create a bookmark with the memory verse using KidPix software.  Children should work in groups together to create the butcher paper disciple.  At the end of class have the group brainstorm together what a modern day disciple of Jesus would be like and describe him/her.  As the children are researching, encourage them to think about the following:

· Who were the Jewish people expecting as their Messiah and what would he be like?

· What types of people did Jesus call to follow him?

· What did these people do when Jesus asked them to follow him?

· Where did they go?

· How did their relationship with Jesus change their lives?

· Who were Jesus’ very closest friends?  Who are your very closest friends?  What makes a good friend?

· Activity

Divide the children into groups for each computer station.  Have them open the program ‘BibleLand.com’ and/or ‘Life of Christ.’  Assign each group to find out information about different disciples so that no group is duplicating the efforts of others.  

‘BibleLand.com’ can be used to investigate: James, John, Judas Iscariot, Matthew, Peter, Thomas, Simon the Zealot by visiting their homepages.  Also have them check out the places such as Sea of Galilee.  More information will be available in ‘Life of Christ,’  the ‘Kidcordance,’ and their own Bibles.

Have them find out as much as they can.   Each child needs to have an opportunity to be at the keyboard.   Have them answer the questions above.  Once this is done, have them end their tasks on the computers.

Pass out 12 butcher sheets to the groups so they will have one for each disciple that they were assigned.  (You will need one butcher sheet for later.) The children will create a life-size image of a person by tracing the outline of someone lying upon the sheets.   Direct the children to lay the sheets on the floor, and have a child lay down on top of it so that the others can trace their outline.  If possible, have the children take turns being the one traced.  Then cut out each of the figures.  Have them write the name of a disciple on each sheet.  

Optional:  If time allows have the children color the figures to include faces and clothes.  

Have them transfer the information that they obtained about that disciple to the respective cutouts.  

When all of the disciples have been completed, display the disciples if possible on the wall, perhaps in the hallway.  Have each group discuss what they learned about their disciples.

Finish the discussion by having them complete a ‘13th disciple’ (using the 13th sheet of butcher paper) who will represent a modern-day disciple.  Have them ‘brainstorm’ and decide what characteristics this person would have.  Then display the modern-day disciple with others.

Memory Verse: Print memory verse on paper and put on display.   Review the memory verse with the children.  

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.”  Matthew 4:19

Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   Review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.  

 (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Older children can write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals at this time if they have not done so and illustrate the verse.  Children should write the verse in their Prayer Journals at some point during the rotation.

Free Time: If there is any free time remaining, children may investigate the software further and/or play games.
Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . 

leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently.

Clean-up:  Put away Bibles, paper, pencils, etc.  Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents.
(Lesson set adapted from materials from  Neil MacQueen - Sunday School Software)
